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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 
STATE OF THE SKILLED Lasour Market IN JULY. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “Labour Gazette.” 
It is based on 2,423 returns, viz.: 1,696 from employers, 550 
from trade unions, and 177 from other sources :— 

Employment generally was good in July, except in industries 
affected by the coal dispute in South Wales. 

In the 117 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 464,754, 12,137 (or 2°6 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of July, as in June compared with 2-7 per 
cent. in the 113 unions, with a membership of 465,561, from 
which returns were received for July, 1897: 

Employment in Various Industries—Coal-mining —Employ- 
ment in South Wales and Monmouthshire continues to be greatly 
affected by the coal dispute. In other districts employment con- 
tinues better than a year ago. Excluding South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire, 1,162 pits, employing 374,874 workpeople worked on. 
an average 5°13 days per week in the four weeks ended 23rd 
July, as compared with 4°84 days per week in the corresponding 
period of 1897. | 

Iron-mining.—Employment remains practically unchanged as 
compared with a year ago. The average number of days worked 
during the four weeks ended 23rd July at mines employing 17,334 
workpeople, was 5°71 per week, as compared with 5°78 days in 
July, 1897. The slight falling off in the average is due to the 
continuance of a dispute at one of the mines. 
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Pig Iron Industry.—Returns relating to the works of 109 iron- 
masters show that they had 342 furnaces in blast at the end of 
July, or 3 less than at the end of June, and 2 less than at the end 
of July, 1897. The estimated number employed was 22,499, or 
116 less than a month ago, and 319 more than a year ago. In 
districts other than Glamorgan and Monmouth (where employment 
is affected by the dispute in the coal trade) there are 9 more 
furnaces in blast and 1,254 more workpeople employed than was 
the case a year ago. 

Employment in the Iron and Steel industries has fallen off 
slightly and is now not so good as a year ago. The number 
employed at the works of 213 employers at the end of July was 
76,665, or 399 less than at the end of the previous month, and 
1,525 less than a year ago. The average number of shifts worked 
in the last week of the month was 5°48 in July, and 5°49 in June, 
1898, and in July, 1897. 

Tinplate Trade-——Employment in this industry has fallen off 
considerably, chiefly owing to the continuance of the dispute in the 
South Wales coal trade. The number of mills in operation at the 
end of July was 268, giving employment to 13,495 persons as 
compared with 304 mills employing 15,865 persons at the end of 
June, and 284 mills employing 15,219 persons at the end of 
July, 1897. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades still continues 
fairly steady. The percentage of unemployed union members in 
this group of trades at the end of July was 3°3, compared with 
3°1 per cent. in May and June, and with 3-0 per cent. at the end 
of July, 1897. 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment has also remained steady. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of Jul 
was the same as in June, viz. 3°3. The percentage for July, 1897, 
was 4-4. 

Employment in the Building trades continues brisk, an1 has 
slightly improved in most branches. ‘The percentage of un- 
employed union members at the end of July was 1:0, compared 
with 1-2 in June and 1:3 per cent. at the end of July last year. 

The Furnishing trades though scarcely so brisk in some branches, 
are still well employed. The percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of July was 1-6, compared with 1:3 in June 
and 1-9 per cent. in July, 1897. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades, has improved 
in some branches, and is now on the whole well employed for the 
season. The percentage of unemployed union members at the 
end of July was 3:0, compared with 3°8 in June and 3:1 per cent. 
in July of last year. 

In the Paper trade employment has improved, the percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of July being 2°8, compared 
with 3°3 for June. The percentage for July, 1897, was 6:0. 

In -the Glass trade the percentage of unemployed union 
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members at the end of July was 8°6, compared with 10:2 in June 
and 11:6 per cent. in July, 1897. 

Employment in the Leather trades remains steady. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of July was 4°8, 
compared with 4°7 in June and 3°5 per cent. in July of last year. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Boot and Shoe trade 
is fairly good ; in the ready-made branch it is bad. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tailoring trade 
is dull; in the ready-made branch it has declined in most centres, 
and is only moderate. 

Employment in the Spinning and Weaving branches of the Cotton 
trade continues fairly good. 

Employment in the Worsted trade remains moderate, showing a 
very slight improvement. Employment in the Woollen trade 
continues fair on the whole, and shows a further slight improve- 
ment in the heavy branches; in Scotland it remains slack. In 
the Hosiery trade employment is fair in some branches, slack in 
others. 

As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades, 
information respecting 513 mills employing 84,700 women and 
girls shows that 76 per cent. were in mills giving full employment 
during the month, compared with 78 per cent. in June and 68 per 
cent. in July, 1897. 

Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 95,000 workpeople were reported during July, of which 
number 94,000 received advances, and 1,000 sustained decreases. 
The increases were mainly in the metal, engineering, and ship- 
building trades (86,455). The net result was an increase esti- 
mated at about 1s. 14d. per head in the weekly wages of those 
affected. Changes affecting 2,900 workpeople, or 3 per cent. of 
the total number, were preceded by strikes. Changes affecting 
20,600 workpeople were arranged under sliding scales; changes 
affecting 3,300 workpeople were brought about by arbitration and 
conciliation without strikes. The other changes, affecting about 
68,000 workpeople, were arranged by direct negotiation between 
employers and workpeople or their representatives. : 

Trade Disputes.—Thirty-three fresh disputes occurred in July, 
1898, involving 8,283 workpeople. The corresponding number 
of disputes for June was 49, involving 12,087 workpeople ; and for 
July, 1897, 62 disputes, involving 46,520 workpeople. Six 
disputes took place in the building trades, 8 in mining and 
quarrying, 7 in the metal, engineering and shipbuilding trades, 5 
in the textile trades, 3 in the clothing trades and 4 in other 
industries. Of the 34 new and old disputes involving 7,697 
workpeople, of which the settlement is reported, 9, involving 688 
persons were settled in favour of the workpeople; 8, involving 
2,944 persons, in favour of the employers; ‘and 15, involving 
4,065 persons, resulted in a compromise. The coal dispute in 
South Wales and Monmouth was still unsettled at the close of the 
month. 
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OrFIctaL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BOILER ExXpLosions Act. 


A formal investigation was held at Harwich, on the 14th and 
and 15th July last, into the circumstances attending the explosion 
ona stop valve chest on board the “ Amsterdam” in the river 
Humber on the 9th June last, one fireman being killed and another 
seriously injured. 

The stop valve chest was at the forward end of a range of steam 
pipes which rose towards the after end, and the engineers of the 
vessel were not aware that the pipes were fitted in this manner. 
The vessel was put on the slip where the steam pipes were 
subjected to hydraulic pressure, and as the silent blow off and 
drain on the junction chest in the engine room were open, and as 
the regulating valve covers were taken off, the engineers considered 
that the pipes had been drained of water. 

Steam was got up, the vessel was taken off the slip, and a few 
minutes after steam was admitted into the pipes the stop valve 
chest burst into three pieces. 

It was proved upon the investigation that when the vessel was 
on the slip, and when she was subsequently floated, the forward 
end of the range of piping was lower than the after end. 

The Court found that the stop valve chest was properly con- 
structed, free from flaws, and of sufficient strength for the purpose 
for which it was intended; that.it was in good condition when 
examined in June last, and that it was not then subjected to 
excessive hydraulic pressure, and that the steam pipes were pro- 
vided with proper and sufficient means for draining them of 
water. 

That the engineers should have been aware that the steam pipes 
were higher aft than forward, and that all the drain valves on the 
stop valve chests were not opened after the hydraulic test. 

That the explosion was owing to the stop valves on two of the 
five boilers with which the vessel was fitted having been opened 
before the pipes had been properly drained of water, and that when 
steam came into contact with the water in the pipes it was set in 
violent motion, and hurled against the chest, which was unable to 
withstand the impact. 

The Court exonerated the engineers from blame, and no order 
was made as to costs. 


ForRTHCOMING AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION AT WARSAW. 


A despatch, dated July 28th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw, reporting 
that an Agricultural Exhibition will be held in the Museum of 
Trade and Agriculture, at Warsaw, from November 28th to 
December 5th of this year. 

The various sections will be as follows :— 

Section a.—Seeds and roots shown in fifteen classes. 

Section b.—Cheese and butter, 
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Section c.—Honey and bee-keeping appliances. 

Section d.—Flour, macaroni, chicory, starch, &c. 

Section e.—Fruit, wines, jam, preserved fruit, vegetables, meat,&c. 

Section f.--Weaving, pottery, basket-making, articles made of 
wood, straw, &c. 

Section g.—Agricultural machines and implements, artificial 
manures, harness, &c. 

The prizes are only open to Russian subjects, but foreigners can 
exhibit at the show, which therefore offers a good opportunity to 
British merchants to bring their wares before local buyers. 

Application for space must be sent to the Museum of Trade and 
Agriculture, Krakowskie Przedmiescie 66, Warsaw, not later than 
October 20th. 


British PETROLEUM CoMPANIES IN THE CAUCASUS. 


A telegram, dated July 13 last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Sir N. R. O’Conor, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. 
Petersburg, stating that the legal position of British Petroleum 
Companies in the Caucasus was recognised by the Russian Govern- 
ment on the 12th July. 


BELGIAN versus British TENDERS IN Eaypt. 


With reference to the notice on page 11 of the July number of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal,” respecting tenders for railway goods 
stock in Egypt, a despatch, dated 8th July last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Lord Cromer, H.M. Agent and Consul- 
General at Cairo, enclosing a letter from Mr. Robertson, the 
President of the Railway Board, stating that on the occasion of a 
recent purchase of rails, preference was given to an English over a 
Belgian firm, although the price tendered by the former was some- 
what higher than that of the latter, by reason of the more speedy ° 
delivery from England as compared with Belgium. 

The following is a copy of the letter in question :— 


Carro, 
7th June, 1898, 
My Lord, 
I have the honour to inform you that the result of 
our last tenders for rails was that a Belgian firm bid 
E£4,9761. against E5,1511. the lowest English tender. 

But the time demanded by the Belgian firm was so 
much in excess of that of the English that the order has 
been passed to the latter. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) 
Lord Cromer adds :— ‘ 
“Tt is desirable to bring to the notice of English manufacturers 
that, in the purchases made by the Egyptian Railway Board, the 
question of time of delivery is almost as important as that of price.” 
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INTERNATIONAL CusToMS AND Lasour CONGRESS AT ANTWERP. 


Attention is directed to an International Congress of Customs 
and Labour, to be held at Antwerp on the 12th September next, 
at which various questions relating to customs and the regulation 
of labour will be discussed. 

All information may be obtained from M. A. Roost, Boulevard 
Leopold 120, Antwerp, Belgium, to whom communications should 
be addressed. 


Re-OrENING OF Port oF SANTIAGO DE CuBA. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a telegram from H.M. Consul at Santiago de Cuba, to the 
following effect :— 

“Port now open to trade; duties on all goods reduced 
to those formerly collected on Spanish products, ten per 
cent. additional and cargo tax abolished; but twenty 
cent. per register ton imposed on vessels.” 


WARNING TO SHIPPERS TO Mexican Ports. 


With regard to complaints that have arisen as to the action of 
local customs authorities in Mexican ports, it is stated that there 
is much just cause for complaint against shippers on account of 
the incorrect and careless manner in which custom-house 
documents are drawn up in England and many fines for clerical 
errors, although unintentionally made, are justly enforced when 
such errors affect the value of the document for statistical purposes. 
These fines are imposed in accordance with the customs regula- 
- tions, which apparently do not authorise the collector to remit 
them in trivial cases. 


TENDERS FOR Gas Coat IN ITALY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul at Genoa, stating that tenders are invited by 
the municipality of Spezia for the supply of 2,500 tons of gas coal 
for the gasworks at that place. 

A copy of the conditions of the contract may be examined at 
the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Army Contracts: ANNUAL NOTICE. 


The Secretary of State for War hereby gives notice that tenders 
for specific quantities of the undermentioned articles will probably 
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be invited from time to time during the next twelve months, 
namely :— 

Accoutrements, acids (sulphuric, nitric and picric), bedding, 
bedsteads (iron), blankets, boots, brushes and brooms, bunting, 
canvas, chain (iron), cloth and serge, clothing, cordage, hawsers, 
lines and twines, cottons, cotton waste, earthenware und stone- 
ware, electrical instruments, felt, flags, flannel, games (indoor), © 
harness and saddlery, hosiery (cotton and woollen), india-rubber 
goods, lamps and lanterns, leather, linens, metals (copper, lead, 
zinc, tin sheet), methylated spirit, oils, sewing cotton and thread, 
spades and shovels, table tops and form tops (deal), tarpaulins and 
sail covers, telegraph cable and wire, timber (English and foreign), 
tinware. 

Manufacturers who may wish to be applied to when tenders are 
required, should address the undersigned by letter, stating the 
particular articles which they manufacture, and the names of at 
least two well-known firms or public bodies who have purchased 
from them and are in a position to certify as to the quality of 
their productions. 

Applications unaccompanied by references will not be noticed. 

Firms whose names are already on the War Office List need 
not apply, as forms of tendering will be sent to them in due 


course. 
(Signed) A. Maysor, 
Director of Army Contracts. 
War Office, Pall Mall, 8. W., 
July, 1898. 


PROHIBITION OF THE LANDING IN Cyprus OF DESTITUTE PERSONS. 


The “Cyprus Gazette,” of the 29th July last, publishes a 
proclamation of the High Commissioner of Cyprus, prohibiting 
from and after the 27th July, 1898, the landing in Cyprus of any 
destitute persons, unless and until due provision has first been 
made for the proper support in Cyprus of every such person to 
the satisfaction of the High Commissioner, and unless and until 
due security be given to the like satisfaction for the payment of all 
expenses which may be necessary for the deportation of every such 
person, if unable to maintain himself or herself in Cyprus. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following inspectors of weights and measures have during 
the month of July, 1898, passed the examination provided for in 
the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :— 

Collings, Edwin Richard, Devonpet ; Kenyon, Harry, Oldham ; 
Kenyon, Walter, Sheffield; Lowes, Thomas William, Newcastle- 
upon-lyne; Stewart, Alexander, Coatbridge; Whyte, Andrew, 
Aberdeen (City). 
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FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


TRADE OF THE Unirep Kincpom witH Spain, Unitep States, 
Spanish West INDIES, AND PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


The following table, based on returns furnished by the Custom 
House, shows the value of the trade of the United Kingdom with 
Spain, United States, Spanish West Indies, and Philippine Islands 
for the month of July, 1898, as compared with July, 1897 :— 


Exports from the United King- 
Imports into the {dom of British and Irish, and 
United Kingdom. | Foreign and Colonial Produce 
From and to and Manufactures, 
July, 1898. |July, 1897.| July, 1898. July, 1897, 
£ £ £ 
Spai ees 1,012,981 932,208 201,374 313,572 
United States ...+ . | 7,245,799 | 7,365,844 2,214,832 3,466,216 
Spanish West Indies 8,265 5845 183 91,892 
Philippine Islands 244,267 31,189 1,214 49,188 


II—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 


The Trade returns for the month of July show a decrease in 
the imports, and in the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures, while in foreign and colonial exports there is a slight 
increase. The imports are valued at 35,903,039/., as compared 
with 36,123,523/. in July, 1897, a decrease of 220,4841. or °6 per 
cent. The exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures 
are valued at 20,089,878/. as against 21,501,452. in the correspond- 
ing month of 1897, a decrease of 1,411,5741., or 6:5 per cent., and 
the exports of foreign and colonial merchandise amounted in value 
to 5,243,001/., as compared with 5,014,337/., an increase of 
228,6641., or 4°5 per cent. 

Imports.—The following table shows the value of the imports for 
July, 1898, as compared with July, 1897, according to the 
different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended July 31. 
———— Increase. | Decrease, 
1897, 1898. 
£ £ 
Food, drink and tobacco -+-{15,961,753 |16,499,117 537,364 _ 
Metals ... 1,983,600 | 1,847,311 136,289 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning’ 
su COS eee eee eee 430,792 418,269 12,528 
Raw materials for manufactures ...| 8,990,219 | 8,797,853 — 192,366 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
articles 7,998,122 | 7,682,644 315,478 
Total ... £/56,123,525 35,903,039 220,484 


* See also pp. 234 and 235, 
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It will be seen from the above that the classes of goods which 
are lower in value are—metals, chemicals, dye stuffs and tannin 
substances, oils, raw materials for manufactures, and sianduaaea 
and miscellaneous articles, one category only, viz., food, drink, and 
tobacco, showing an increase. To the total increase in articles of 
food and drink, cereals contribute very largely, wheat alone show- 
ing an increase in quantity of 3,229,900 cwts., and in value of 
1 427 ,133/., Indian corn or maize an increase ‘of 109,490 cwts. 
and 117, 5891. ., and wheat meal and flour an increase of 91,670 cwts. 
and 179,010. Indian corn meal increased by 115,360 cwts. and 
29,3131. Other articles which show an increased importation 
in this category are—eggs, potatoes, cocoa, condensed milk, 
fresh pork, coffee and wine. On the other hand, decreases are 
shown in animals, living, for food, hams, fresh mutton, cheese, 
fruit, sugar, refined and candy (caused chiefly by a diminution in 
the quantities received from France and Belgium), and tea and 
tobacco. In metals, copper, iron and silver ore all show diminished 
receipts, while there is an increase in the imports of lead. The: 
imports of petroleum show a falling off to the extent of 100,466/. 
In raw materials, while in July last there were increased imports of 
cotton, flax, hemp, silk, caoutchouc, gutta percha and manures, 
there was a considerable falling off in the receipts of jute, gum, 
hides, paper-making materials, tallow and stearine, and wood and 
timber, the decrease in the value of the latter in July last, as com- 
pared with July 1897, having been 912,403/. In manufactured 
articles, cotton goods, iron and steel manufactures, straw plaiting 
and woollen yarn all show increases, but leather, paper and jute, 
silk and woollen manufactures a falling off. 

Exports—With regard to the exports for the month, the 
following table shows the values for July, 1897, and July, 1898, 
and the increase or decrease in each principal category. 


Month ended July 31. ; 
eee Increase. | Decrease. 


1897. 1898. 
A £ £ 
Animals, living on 98,312 71,466 oo 26,846 
Articles of food and drink . .-.| 1,120,509 | 1,080,871 a 39,638 
Raw materials., .-| 2,237,472 | 1,745,848 — 491, 624 


Articles manufactured and_ partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 


Yarns and textile fabrics «.-| 8,738,404 | 8,337,859 -- 400,545 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 
chinery) 3,023,282 | 2,749,593 273,689 
Machinery and millwork .».| 1,688,167 | 1,653,024 14,857 _ 
Miscellaneous ... 4,645,306 | 4,451,217 — 194,089 
Total £/21,501,452 |20,089,878 1,411,574 


The decrease in the value of the exports of raw materials is 
in a great measure to be accounted for by the decline in the 
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values of the exports of coke, coal, and fuel, and sheep and lambs’ 
wool. Of the latter, 8,124,000 lbs. less were shipped to the 
United States than in July, 1897. In yarns and textile fabrics 
there is an increase in cotton piece goods to the extent of 
42,331,500 yards in quantity, and 265,567/. in value. The ship- 
ment of these goods to the East has been appreciably less, 
particularly to China, Egypt, and Turkey, but increased quantities 
have been sent to Venezuela, Peru, Brazil, Uruguay, Argentine 
Republic, British India, and Australasia. Silk manufactures also 
show an increase, but there is a falling off in other textile fabrics, 
in cotton, linen, and silk yarn, and in alpaca and mohair 
yarn. Of worsted tissues the exports were 3,553,500 yards less in 
uantity, and 199,504/. less in value; and of linen piece goods 

498,000 yards and 76,7171. than in the corresponding month of 
1897. Amongst other classes of goods, iron, unwrought and 
wrought, has fallen off to the extent of 181,374/., telegraphic 
wires and apparatus 90,947/., apparel and slops 48,808/., leather, 
unwrought, 15,6721., leather boots and shoes 10,809/., alkali 
29,4001., cycles and parts thereof 36,675/., and wool, combed and 
carded, 84,5381. 

Taking now the trade for the first seven months of 1898, as 
compared with the corresponding period of 1897, the value of the 
imports from foreign countries and British possessions amounted 
to 271,881,490/., as compared with 261,343,266/., showing an 
increase of 10,538,224/.; the exports of British produce and 
manufactures were valued at 132,598,057/., as compared with 
138,911,904/., a decrease of 6,313,8471. For the seven months, 
the decrease in the exports of yarns and textile fabrics alone 
reaches the total of 3,477,383/., being more than half the total 
decrease for the period. This decrease in the exports of yarns and 
textile fabrics may be said to be chiefly due to a considerably 
smaller export of woollen and worsted tissues. The value of these 
articles exported for the first seven months of 1898 having been 
6,333,336/., as compared with 8,924,5191. for a similar period 
of 1897, a decrease of 2,591,18351. On the other hand, it is 
interesting to notice that the value of the exports of cotton piece 
goods of all kinds to British colonies and possessions have 
increased by 1,975,201/., or about 18 per cent. during the period 
bie review, the increase being chiefly in exports to British 
ndia. 

The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise amounted in 
value to 37,216,563/., as compared with 37,378,9751., a decrease 
of 162,4121. 
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III.—THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BUREAU O 
THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 

The French “Journal Officiel,” of the 22nd July last, publishes a 
circular which has been addressed by the French Minister of 
Commerce, Industry, &c., to Chambers of Commerce and similar 
bodies, on the subject of a Commercial Intelligence Bureau. 

The circular states that the object of the bureau is to supply 
French merchants and manufacturers with commercial informa- 
tion of every kind that can be of service in the development of 
foreign trade and the increase of openings for trade in foreign 
countries, French colonies, &c. Persons interested can therefore 
address themselves either verbally or by letter to the office in 
order to obtain information on the following points :— 

1. On the raw materials or products which France can import 
for manufacturing purposes, for consumption or transit. 

2. On French and foreign customs tariffs, port dues and other 
taxes affecting trade or navigation. 

3. On products capable of finding an outlet on foreign markets, 
French colonies, &c. ; on the conditions of payment and packing ; 
on the position of markets, and, as far as possible, on the position 
of firms established in foreign countries, French colonies, 

4, On undertakings to be established in foreign countries ; on 
public works and tenders in foreign countries (communication of 
plans, &c.); on matters relating to questions of transport—z.e., 
information as to railway tariffs in France and. other countries, and 
as to sea and inland water navigation, so far as both passengers and 
goods are concerned, with indications as to the best routes to betaken. 

In the circular, the Minister continues as follows :— 

“‘T shall be obliged. . . if you will be good enough to give this 
circular all possible publicity, especially by the help of the local press. 

‘My department is confident that the Chambers of Commerce 
and other commercial associations will render every assistance in 
the development of the new bureau in the direction looked for by 
the authorities and the public, for the benefit of national industries, 
and the expansion of French trade in our colonial possessions and 
on foreign markets.” 

The Minister further points out that Chambers of Commerce are 
particularly adapted to be the correspondents of the National 
Office of Foreign Trade, and that the services rendered by them 
will be reciprocated by the National Office transmitting them all 
documents and information they may consider useful. 

By the terms of the law of the 4th March, 1898, the funds of 
the National Office of Foreign Trade consist of a Government 

ant, and an important contribution from the Paris Chamber of 

ommerce. The law, besides, empowers it as a public establish- 
ment to accept grants, gifts, and legacies of all kinds from either 
public associations or private individuals, .. . 

Some of the Chambers have already expressed the wish to afford 
financial assistance to the new office on condition that they 
should be represented on the Administrative Council. Demands 
of this nature will be submitted to the Council of the National 
Office at the meeting to be held in October next. 
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IV._THE TRADE OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 


This large island, known as Hayti, or St. Domingo, lying 
between Cuba and Puerto Rico, is divided into two parts, the 
western or smaller half consisting of the Republic of Hayti, 
(capital, Port-au-Prince), and the eastern portion being known as 
the Republic of Dominica or St. Domingo, the chief town of 
which is St. Domingo, on the south side of the island. 

The Belgian consul at the latter place, in a recent report to 
his Government, states that the trade of the Republic of St. 
Domingo in 1896 amounted in value to £932,000, of which 
£375,000 represented the value of the imports, and £557,000 that 
of the exports. 

The following table shows the values of the imports for 1896 as 
compared with 1895, according to the chief ports :— 


Imports. 
Ports. 

1895. 1896. 

£ £ 

San Pedro Macoris_... 51,000 44,000 
Monte Christi ... che ese 21,000 20,000 
Azna de Compostella ... 7,000 6,000 


The customs receipts in 1896 exceeded those in 1895 by £34,000. 
This increase is due to an extended trade in agricultural products. 
The general wealth of the Republic appears to have considerably 
increased in later years, but the figures obtainable are not always 
complete. 

In 1896 the imports were approximately divided among the 
various countries in the following proportions :— 

United States ... ne we ... 40 per cent. 
Great Britain and British Possessions 11 


Spain and Spanish Antilles ... 8 » 
France and French Possessions 7 - 
Belgium 5 
Italy and other countries... 2 


From the above it is seen that the sisted: States sends to the 
Dominican Republic more than half of the total amount of her 


imports, though it should be noted at the same time that this is 


* Less than £1,000, 
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not advantageous for the Republic, the soil of which, if properly 
cultivated, could supply the greater part of the articles of con- 
sumption now imported from the United States. There are alsoman 
articles of American origin much inferior in quality to similar goods 
from Europe. The success of American trade appears to be due 
partly to the fact that the Dominican market is little known to 
European merchants, and that direct communication with the 
principal European ports is very rare. 

The following table shows the quantities of the principal articles 
of merchandise exported from the Dominican Republic in 1896 :— 


Sugar... . Ibs. 86,866,239 
Tobacco ... 6,332,148 
Sugar-cane honey ... 
Divi divi... Ibs. 1,304,929 
Mahogany gas feet 264,254 
White thorn and cedar wood... bs 184,851 
Lignum-vite, logwood, &ec. ... tons 14,740 


The Belgian Consul states in his report that the above figures 
show a considerable increase over previous years. 

Owing to more sensible methods of cultivation recently brought 
into use, agricultural production has much developed of recent 
years, and the year 1896 shows more satisfactory results. Agri- 
cultural implements are improving and farms are continually 
increasing in size. These developments are much aided by the 
new railways recently constructed, which facilitate the transport of 
produce. 

With reference to railways the new line from Puerto Plata on 
the north coast to Santiago in the interior is finished. During the 
year 1896, 90 steamers and 53 sailing vessels entered the harbour 
of Saint Domingo. 


TENDERS FOR TRUCKS FOR NoRWEGIAN StTaTE RalLways. 

The Under-Secretar; of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating that 
tenders are invited by the Norwegian State Railways Administra- 
tion for the delivery of ninety-five stanchion goods trucks 
(Stakevogne), letter N, for broad gauge. ‘ 

Tenders in sealed envelopes, marked “ Vogne,” should be 
addressed to the “ Jernbanestryrelsens Expeditionskontor, Chris- 
tiania,” where they should be received not later than 2.30 p.m. 
on the 24th August, 1898. ; 

A copy of the “special conditions,’ applying to the above 
tenders, as well as a drawing of the trucks required, and a printed 
copy of the “ general conditions” for the delivery of trucks to the 
Norwegian State Railways, may be examined at the Commercial 
Department of the Foreign Office, any day between the hours of 
11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


| 
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V.—THE “ MIDDLEMEN” OF CHINA. 


Manufacturers sending goods to China should be represented 
there by intelligent, respectable, and competent agents. 

These agents should be authorised to (and be capable of) dis- 
cussing industrial questions and of availing themselves of the best 
markets. 

The Belgian Consul at Shanghai says also that the indispensable 
intermediary (or, as they are called in England, ‘“ middlemen ”) 
between the European and Chinese traders is the “ compradore,” 
whose name is derived from the Spanish comprador, i.e., buyer. 

The earliest foreigners who came to settle in China for purposes 
of trade carried on business on the principle of exchange only, 
receiving merchandise in return for that which they brought with 
them, and the interior of China being closed to foreigners they 
were obliged to have recourse to intermediaries to procure what 
they required. 

This method has been adhered to, and attained its greatest 
importance at the time of the “merchant princes,” whose profits 
were so enormous that the heads of foreign firms did not con- 
descend to occupy themselves with their business, but left the 
conduct of their affairs to their ‘ compradores.” 

_ The desire of the Chinese to obtain large profits and the 
carelessness evinced in the direction of affairs on the part of the 
Europeans, combined to bring about the inevitable state of affairs— 
viz., that a large portion of the profits were pocketed by the 
compradores.” 

Not only the purchases but the sales also were entrusted to 


them, and, as an explanation of such a state of affairs, it was urged 


that the Chinese language is difficult, that the Chinese pay with 
bills at long dates on banks in the interior of China, and that, 
consequently, a man of business was required conversant with the 
commercial customs of the country; but the true reason was 
that, notwithstanding the personal pickings of the ‘‘ compradores,” 
the profits were so large that they only went into business affairs 


‘when they had the time. 


The result was, as stated, that the compradores amassed wealth 
and gained the important position which is theirs to-day. 

At the present time the method of conducting business has 
completely changed, the merchant princes have disappeared from 
the scene leaving only the memory of a time of profits and 
extravagance. 

Telegraphic communications and the opening up of rapid and 
easy routes by steam, especially by means of the Suez Canal, have 
introduced a new generation in the Chinese markets, with small 
capital and sometimes none at all, but with a love of work and a 
spirit of economy. 

An enormous competition has been created amongst these new- 
comers —all workers—a keen, constant struggle, in which the old 
wealthy firms have succumbed. 
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The role of the “ compradore” has thus been modified; he 
continues, as before, to hold all the business in his hands, both in 
the buying and selling markets; but to these professions he has 
added an important one—that of moaey-lender. 

Under such conditions, and considering the mercantile spirit of 
the Chinaman, it may be concluded that the firm who employs the 
“‘compradore” serves for him simply as a means of speculation. 
It may be asked, why this costly and ruinous middleman is not 
suppressed ; and it may be answered, because it is impossible, and 
because a firm that had no “ compradore” would do no business. 
These middlemen have been incorporated for a long time; their 
corporation is the richest and most important in all China, and any 
merchant wishing to do business with a foreign firm must deal 
first with the “ compradores.” 

If a trader tries to trade direct, he is annoyed in so many ways 
that he hastens to return to what are called ‘old customs,” and 
China, it should be remembered, is an essentially conservative 
country where an established custom has the force of law. 

The Consul adds: “It may be seen, therefore, that the guild of 
‘compradores’ is a commercial institution in China, and that it is 
useless to think of suppressing it or diminishing its importance.” 


VI—THE GERMAN LAW AGAINST “UNFAIR 
COMPETITION.” 


A despatch, dated 26th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, relating to the 
publication in the official organ of one of the Prussian Chambers 
of Commerce, of a list of judicial decisions under the law against 
“unfair competition.” Amongst these are the following :— 

For offering certain goods for sale under cost price in order to 
attract customers, the court condemned the defendant as being 
guilty of an offence against the law. 


A tradesman who advertises “all one price,” is bound to sell all 


his goods at that price; he infringes the law if he charges more. 

To sell at cost price means, according to the Chambers of 
Commerce, charging customers the price which the seller paid at 
the factory. 

Customers have the right to buy goods in any quantity at the 
price at which they are indicated in the shop window. 

If a tradesman advertises “small profits quick returns,” he must 
be ready to prove the assertion. 


Views on business paper of factories and show rooms, must: 


represent these places as they actually are, as they serve as 
advertisements. 

In one case a tradesman was summoned for. advertising cheap 
goods as “unblemished” (fehlerfrei), and prohibited from using 
that term in future. 


140 COMMERCIAL IMPORTANCE OF KIAO-CHOU BAY. [Aug. 1898, 


VII—THE COMMERCIAL IMPORTANCE OF 
KIAO-CHOU BAY. 


H.M. Consul at Chefoo, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Office, states that, from the outset, the question in what way the 
opening of Kiao-chou Bay to foreign trade may be expected to 
affect the future position of the older and more northern port, has 
been exercising the minds of both European and native merchants 
doing business and having capital invested in Chefoo. The general 
opinion was undoubtedly at first that the prosperity of Chefoo 
was doomed. Shantung, it was thought, had not a volume of 
trade sufficient to maintain two treaty ports in full working 
activity, and as there was no denying that Kiao-chou Bay is 
naturally better situated than Chefoo as a distributing centre for 
foreign goods, and as a shipping terminus for exports, it was 
assumed and argued that business would forthwith transfer itself 
to the new port, and that gradual decadence, or more probably 
rapid ruin, impended over Chefoo. Anticipations of a rush of 
outsiders from Shanghai and elsewhere cutting into the field 
hitherto cultivated by a very restricted number of local firms, 
added to the gloom of the outlook. 

But the lapse of several months has to some extent modified 
these pessimistic views. It is remembered that a commercial and 
shipping port is not made or developed in a day; that not even the 
positions of the naval docks, coaling station, and other Government 
sites have yet been determined, nor, consequently, that of the 
future commercial quarter; that no land has been yet acquired by 
private individuals, no business -premises or warehouses begun ; 
that up to the present there exists no well-to-do native trading 
community on the spot ready to co-operate in the creation or 
development of Kiao-chou as a trading and shipping centre; and, 
in short, that the expectation of a sudden transfer of the trade of 
Chefoo on a large scale to the shores of Kiao-chou Bay is entirely 


premature. 

There is, moreover, another consideration which should not be 
forgotten. 

Reece as Kiao-chou Bay is to Chefoo as a port for the 


province in general, there is a region along the north-west shores 
of the Shangtung Promontory as an outlet and entrepot for which 
Chefoo is better situated, given one condition, than the more 
southerly harbour. The region is that of which Lai-chow-fu is 
the principal city, and straw braid a leading production. The 
condition is the extension of the right to trade regularly thither 
by means of small steaming craft, which has hitherto been reserved 
for a single Chinese vessel. It is to be hoped that such an exten- 
sion of both export and import trade will prove feasible, and that 
Chefoo may receive a stimulus thereby that will compensate for 
such trade as may hereafter be diverted from it to the future port 
of Kiao-chou.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, 2145.) 
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VIIIL—THE MINING INDUSTRY OF THE TRANSVAAL. 


The following particulars relating to the Mining Industry of the 
Transvaal are taken from a report by the French Consul at 
Pretoria recently published in the “ Moniteur Officiel du 
Commerce.” 

Coal_—The amount of the coal output of the Transvaal in 1897 
was 1,667,752 tons, as compared with 1,437,297 tons in 1896, 
1,133,466 tons in 1895, 791,358 tons in 1894, and 548,534 tons 
in 1893. 

The number of coal mines worked in 1897 was 382, giving 


employment to 408 white men and 5,978 blacks. Only two coal’ 


companies paid dividends in 1897. 
The Copper Silver and Lead mines of the Transvaal have ceased 
to be worked. 
Diamonds.—The principal districts worked for diamonds in the 


Transvaal are Christiania and Kroomelleborg. The largest diamond’ 


found weighed 59 carats, and was sold for 1191. The following 
table shows the output of diamonds in the Transvaal in the years 
1896 and 1897 :— 


1896, 1897. 
District. 
Stones, Weight. Stones, Weight. 
No. Carats. No. Carats. 
Christiania 496 814 1,333. | 3,170°75 
Kroomelleborg .. — 1,221 2,372°25 
496 814 2,921 5,792 


Gold.—According to figures given by the chief engineer of the 
State Mines, the production of gold in the Transvaal in 1897, was 
valued at 11,653,725/., showing an increase of 3,050,104/. over 
the output of 1896. 

The values in the four preceding years are as follows :— 


1896 wie ose 8,603,621 
1895 nai ... 8,559,556 


1893 one eee 5,480,500 


There are no official statistics regarding the quantity of gold 
produced in the Transvaal, but, according to a report of the 
Johannesburg Chamber of Mines, the output of 1897 exceeded 
that of 1896 by 795,541 ounces. 78,689 men (9,909 white men 
and 68,780 blacks) were employed in the gold mines in 1897, as 
against 73,387 (9,375 white men and 64,012 blacks) in 1896. 
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IX.—AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION AT WARSAW.* 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a Memorandum by H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw on the 
Agricultural Exhibition which took place in that city in June last. 

The memorandum states that the show was the second after a 
ten years’ interval ; it afforded an exceptionally good opportunity 
for getting in touch with agriculturalists in the district as they 
make a point of attending the show and of seeing from the exhibits 
the style of goods supplied by local and foreign firms. 

So far as the animals exhibited are concerned there is little or no 
local produce to interest foreigners, their interest lying in the 
cattle brought specially from abroad for the show consisting this 
year of some Dutch, Ost, Friesland, German, Oldenburg, and 
Willstermarsch (Schleswig-Holstein) , and Swiss Siementhal cattle. 
These found buyers at the sale and this, it is expected, will lead to 
further importation, 40 Dutch cows having been ordered of the 
dealer who showed the Dutch cattle. 

There were some very good local bred cattle shown of the Olden- 
burg, Siementhal, Schwytz, and Dutch breeds. In all, there were 
198 exhibits of cattle. 

The horses shown, of which there were 191 exhibits, do not call 
for any special remark as they were all of local breeding, beyond 
the fact that British makers of agricultural machinery could have 
got from them a very good idea why their machines which are 
suited to the English cart-horse, are too heavy for the animals used 
for farm-work near Warsaw, which are only weedy ponies in 
comparison. 

There were 150 sheep shown, amongst which were a few imported 
from Germany. 

The pigs were almost without exception, of English breeds, 
either Tamworth, Lincoln, or Yorkshire, bred locally. 

Amongst exhibits not strictly connected with agriculture were 
carriages of local build in which line there is little opening for the 
British manufacturer as the high duty renders imported carriages 
a luxury obtainable only by rich people. 

The same may be said of saddlery of which the exhibits fell far 
short of the English standard. 

A local firm had an exhibit of sporting guns, mostly imported, 
amongst which were a Greener, 2 Cockerills, Westley and Richards 
Express, and 3 Lancasters, the remainder of those imported being 
French or German. 

There was also a pavilion devoted to acetylene gas. 

There was a good exhibit of artificial manures from the first 
works established in Poland for their manufacture by some Belgians. 
Artificial manures are gradually gaining ground in the district, 
and the samplesexhibited show that, in future, foreign manufacturers 
of imported manures will have to count with local competition. 

The important part of the show, from an English point of view, 


* See also “ Board of Trade Notices,” p, 128, 
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was that which contained agricultural machinery and implements, 
from which can be seen what is done by British manufacturers to 
push their goods in the Russian market, and the nature and 
extent of foreign competition. 

There were machines ‘and implements of various sorts of the 
make of 7 British (including Canadian), 11 American, 19 German, 
2 Austrian, 1 Belgian, and 7 local firms, the foreign-made goods 
being exhibited by their local agents, and not by the makers. 

A good example of the enterprise of foreign firms was given by 
a Chicago firm, who sent a new improved reaper and binder to the 
Exhibition with instructors, whom they sent specially with it to 
give an exhibition of it at work. 

Amongst other new inventions of local exhibitors seen at this 
Exhibition for the first time at Warsaw were a new simplified 
reaper, especially easy to repair on the spot; the invention of the 
firm of Mrozowski, a new form of potato planter, invented by 
Mr. Szmelezynski, and also a grain sorter and cleaner, which 
attracted much attention. 

Messrs. Lilpop showed a new improved thrashing machine with 
steel chains instead of cogged wheels ; a new binder and reaper, 
and an improved kerosine motor of their own invention. 

The greatest number of exhibits in this line of their own and 
foreign manufacture were shown by Messrs. Kowalski & Trzylski, 
who exhibited centrifugal churns of French make, which drew 
much attention. There was also a locally made centrifugal churn 
of the Belgian system, ‘“ Melotte,” in the show. A curious 
machine shown was a motor for a thrashing machine, worked by 
horse-power by the aid of straps and ropes, the invention of a Mr. 
Makomacki. This machine would, however, appear to be open 
to improvement. 

Mr. Zawadski exhibited two ploughs of a new and improved 
kind of his own invention, an account of the public trial of which 
is given below. 

The British exhibits consisted chiefly of thrashing machines, 
steam engines, and the heavier class of machines for stationary 
work, such as winnowers, &c. The lighter class of machines, and 
implements such as reapers, binders, harrows, ploughs, &c., for 
work in motion, were mostly of American and German make, the 
finish of the American work being much superior to that of the 
German. 

The German exhibits embraced pretty well every class and sort 
of agricultural machine and implement. They appear to be of 
rougher make than the British and American, but both American 
and German goods appear to be made more with an eye to the 
requirements of the local market than those of British make. 

German firms, although well represented, do litile business in 
this line; the United States supply the — number of 
agricultural machines and implements, as they adapt their way of 
doing business to local requirements; as for instance granting 
long credit, adapting the make of their machinery to the nature of 
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the soil, and to the size and strength of the horses used in Poland 
for farm work just as well as the Germans do; whilst their machines, 
without being dearer, are better finished and of better material. 
British merchants could do a good business in this branch of trade 
were they to carefully study local needs and ideas, and what is 
being done by their competitors. 

During the exhibition public trials of the following agricultural 
machines took place under the superintendence of the Committee 
of the show :— 

(a) The double plough invented by Mr. Zawadski above referred 
to, the speciality of which is that the construction is very simple; 
it is easy to guide, and on the wheels being raised by a lever the 
plough becomes wheel-less for tracing the first furrow. 

(6) A plate harrow with plates of 20 inches diameter. 

(c) An improved 3-row weeder for beet, invented by Zawadski. 

(d) A horse-hoe for beet, invented by Dombrowski. 

(e) The reaper and binder with chains instead of cog-wheels 
mentioned above as being sent specially from Chicago for this 
exhibition. 

A 5-tooth harrow extirpator shown by Lilpop. 

(g) A “ Wall’s” harrow. 

In connection with the exhibition, meetings also took place for 
the discussion of various agricultural matters such as compulsory 
insurance against loss for cattle which have to be destroyed on 
account of disease, a cause of very heavy loss each year in the 
district, the action of the various local agricultural societies during 
the past year, &c. 


X.—TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES, 1897-98. 
According to a return issued. by the Bureau of Statistics of the 
Treasury Department of the United States, the following shows 
the value of the import and export trade of that country for the 
fiscal year ended June 30th, 1898, distinguishing (1) articles 
imported free of duty and imports of dutiable merchandise, and 
(2) the exports of domestic as compared with foreign goods :— 


A 


1898. 1897. 
Imports— £ 
Free of duty 60,704,424 79,570,468 
Dutiable ... 67,639,918 79,748,368 


Total ... ...| £128,344,342 £159,318,836 


Exports— 
Foreign... ose ove 4,382,886 3,955,407 


Total ...  ..| £256,523,306 | £218,956,991 


It will be seen from the above table that, while the imports for 
1897-98 amounted to less in value than those for the corresponding 
period of 1896-97, the exports rose in value over 17} per cent. 
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XI.—THE COMMERCIAL CONDITION OF RUSSIAN 
POLAND. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office (Annual Series No, 2135) 
H.M. Consul General at Warsaw gives an interesting account of 
the conditions under which commerce is carried on in Russian 
Poland. Consul-General Murray, whose district comprises ten 
governments or counties of Russian Poland, and the four govern- 
ments or counties of Lithuania, covering an area of 131,494 square 
miles, with a population of 16,356,642, states that there are in the 
15 governments of Poland 2,242 factories of different sorts, giving 
employment to 155,370 hands, and with a total turnover of 
251,605,000 r. (25,809,000/.). In 1880 the factories which then 
existed gave employment to 119,000 hands, and had a turnover of 
170,000,000 r. (18,085,0002.). 

In the whole Empire of Russia, excepting Finland, there are in 
all some 23,000 factories, so that Poland may be said to contain 
one-tenth of the manufacturing interests of European Russia. 
The total turnover of these factories is estimated at 2,000,000,000 r. 
(212,766,000/.), so that Poland whilst possessing one-tenth of the 
factories produces one-eighth of the output. 

The opportunities for developing that part of the Russian 
Empire which is so favourably situated, being nearly in the centre 
of Europe, with land and river transport in every direction, and 
so richly provided with iron, coal, and wood, are now greater than 
they have ever been before. 

The policy of the Government was, until quite recently, to 
subordinate commercial to tactical interests, and to consider the 
western frontier principally from a military point of view. Latterly 
however, a different policy has been inaugurated, and every 
encouragement and aid is now given by the Russian Government 
to any enterprise for the development of the commercial prosperity 
of the country. Permission is readily granted for the construction 
of new railways to intersect the chief manufacturing and most 
fertile agricultural districts, and even to conne:t with the Austrian 
and German railway systems at various points instead of at only 
two or three points chosen with a view to their tactical value 
which has hitherto been the case. 

Under these circumstances there is a perfect fever for regaining 
the time which has been lost. For the construction of these: 
railways, rails and rolling stock are necessary, for which such large 
orders have been placed that the local foundries and machine 
factories refuse to book any further orders, as they are full for a 
couple of years, so that ordews are now being placed abroad, 
especially for engines, even by the Government. 

For the foundries more iron is necessary, and to provide this 
iron mines are ae opened in all directions, as the iron has. been 
known all along to exist, but has not been exploited hitherto, 
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partly because the price was low and partly on account of the 
difficulty in obtaining permission. 

The price of land in the iron district has gone up a hundredfold, 
and new companies are being formed every week. 

The facilities given by the proximity to the frontier for the 
import of the necessary raw materials are so great that new 
factories for jute, cotton, chemical works, &c., for which bricks, 
cement, and machinery are necessary, are springing up like 
mushrooms now that permission is readily given. Bricks have 
gone up to a price hitherto unknown, and new cement works are 
being started in various places. The machinery is mostly brought 
from abroad, several orders having, it is said, been placed in 
other countries in consequence of the engineers’ strike in 
England, which rendered the makers unable to accept the orders 
which would otherwise have been given them. 

An impediment which will always prevent any part of the 
Empire of Russia from competing seriously with Western Europe 
as a manufacturing country, beyond its own wants, is the character 
of the people. As is generally known, a commercial class does 
not, with the exception of the Moscow merchants, really exist in 
Russia, all commerce being practically in the hands of Jews and 
foreigners. In this part of the Empire the Poles certainly take 
better to trade and commerce than Russians, and are more in- 
telligent in that line, the lower classes making excellent factory 
hands, but it is almost impossible to make use of them as a middle 
class or to get them to take the place in industrial undertakings 
occupied by the middle class in other countries, as they are 
absolutely divided into two classes, gentle and simple, of whom 
the latter are excellent workmen but are not fit for anything else, 
whilst the former class are so eaten up by the idea of their 
“szlacht” or gentility, that they consider the rough work which 
an apprentice has to do degrading, and if they condescend to 
accept employment, expect to become managers in a couple of 
years. 

This necessitates the employment to a large extent of foreigners 
on whom the work depends. As clerks and salesmen the Poles 
are good, but not in factories. 

Poland at present exports most of her natural products such as 
timber and grain to other countries, but sends all her manufactured 

to Russia, whither she also sends a certain amount of coal, 
most of which is consumed, however, on the spot. She is now 
seeking to establish direct commercial relations with Abyssinia, a 
commercial agency of which country will, it is stated, be shortly 
established at Warsaw for the sale of coffee, skins, ivory, nutmegs, 
&c., and for the export thither of manufactured goods, a large 
consignment of which has already been sent from Warsaw and 
Lodz to Djiboutil. In this line it is hoped to successfully 


compete with England and France. 


A small showroom of Japanese goods, such as that already 
existing at Odessa, is shortly to be opened at Warsaw, and it is 
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stated that a large firm of Japanese tea merchants are about to 
open a shop for the sale of Japanese tea at Warsaw. If this be 
done it will have a very bad effect on the sale of Indian and Ceylon 
tea, which is just béginning to be sold as such in several tea-shops, 
and not used only as a cheap blend with China tea as has hitherto 
been the case. 

Great attention is also being paid to the opening up of trade 
with Siberia, whither a party of commercial travellers representing 
the chief manufacturing houses in the Warsaw district have just 
gone. It is, however, stated that there will be less to be done in 
that direction than has been expected, as the population is so sparse 
and so poor along the line of railway that it will not be worth 
while to establish agencies, except perhaps at Omsk, Tomsk, and 
Irkutsk. 

The following is the information which has been furnished to 
local manufacturers with a special view to competing with British 
goods (which can now be imported duty free by the Yenisei), and 
with the Moscow merchants who at present monopolise the market. 

“All the local trade is in the hands of a few individuals who 
arrange conditions and prices to suit themselves. The chief 
consumers of imported goods are peasants, as the towns are small, 
and there is a very large opening for all necessaries for village life, 
of good quality but not dear. Prints, cotton goods, agricultural 
implements, dressed skins, groceries, boots, iron goods, glass, glass- 
ware, fireirons, cheap watches and clocks will find a ready sale. 
The prices must, however, be lower than those now prevailing, 
which could easily be the case, as the local shops never make a 
profit of less than 30 per cent, on each article they sell. Omsk is 
the most favourable centre for Western Siberia. The railway tariff 
department has just laid down that the shortest route for goods 
sent between Siberia and Warsaw and also Germany is via 
Bialostok, Baranowicky, Smolensk, Viasma, Kaluga, Tula, Pensa, 
Samara, Ufa, and Czeliabinsk. This route is 109 versts shorter 
than that through Moscow, and. 30 versts shorter than that by 
Brest-Litowsk.” 

Such are the hints for the trade which Poland hopes to open 
up with Siberia. 

With England, Poland has very little direct trade. Her 
indirect trade is very considerable, but it almost all passes through 
the hands of Germans. 


{THE JAPANESE CoDEs. 


The Foreign Office have been informed, through the Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of H.M. the Emperor 
of Japan, that those portions of the Codes of Japan which were in 
abeyance on the 16th July, 1894, have been brought into operation 
and are now in actual force. 

The complete Codes are thus now in operation. 
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XII.—THE AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN FLOATING 
-EXHIBITION.* 


H.M. Consul at Trieste in a report to the Foreign Office, dated 


21st July last, transmits the following translation of the prospectus 


of an Austro-Hungarian floating exhibition of samples for the 
East :— 

The idea of a Sample Export Voyage in the shape of a floating 
exhibition is certainly not new, as the first of such voyages was 
undertaken by Switzerland in 1860. The industrial element of 
Austria-Hungary has hitherto had no opportunity of profiting by 
a similar exhibition, and has therefore determined to invest money 
in order to make known its products in the Far East and foreign 
countries. 

Agreements having been concluded with the Austrian Lloyd’s 
Steamship Company it has become possible to organise a similar 
exhibition of the products, trade and industries of the Austro- 
Hungarian Monarchy, with the object of opening up new channels 
for the rapidly increasing national productions in the most 


‘populous countries of the Far East, and particularly in those but 


lately opened to European commerce. 
It is certain that such an exhibition offers to manufacturers the 
best, and at the same time the cheapest and most practical 


opportunity for cultivating commercial relations with the importers 


and consumers of those countries. 

On this voyage, the ports of the Far East as well as the most 
important ports in India, and certain islands in the Pacific and 
Indian oceans will be touched at. ' 

Among the ports visited.will be The Pireus, Salonika, Con- 


-stantinople, Smyrna, Alexandria, Massowah, Aden, Bombay, 


Colombo, Calcutta, Akyab, Rangoon, Singapore, Bangkok, Saigon, 
Batavia, Macassar, Sandakan, Cebu, Manilla, Pakhoi, Kiungchow, 
Canton, Hongkong, Swatow, Amoy, Kelung, Foochow, Shanghai, 
Chin-Kiang, Wei-hai-wei, Chefoo, Port Arthur, Yuensan, Nagasaki, 
Kobe, and Yokohama. 

The directors of the floating exhibition, notwithstanding, retain 
the right of not touching at one or other of the ports. 

The arrival of the steamer at each port will be extensively 
advertised beforehand by means of announcements in the most 
widely read papers of the locality, as well as by attractive placards 
and circulars. In the same manner the actual arrival of the 
steamer and the duration of her stay will also be announced. 

The stay in each port will be regulated by the commercial 
importance of the place, so that the wares exhibited may be inspected 


by every possible visitor. 


Admission will be free, and catalogues in four- languages will 


be distributed gratis to every visitor to the exhibition. 


Some thirty or forty experts will travel with the floating 
exhibition, and to each one according to his speciality will be 


* See map on p. 150, 
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confided the interests of a group of exhibiting firms, in order to 
give importers and visitors such explanations as they may desire, 
and to take orders at such prices and on such terms as shall have 
been fixed by each exhibitor upon the consignment of his goods 
to the exhibition. 

Exhibitors are at liberty to go themselves or to send a 
representative by payment of a fixed charge in so far as the 
reserved accommodation is available. 

On either side of the corridors there will be elegant saloons 
provided with electric light. In these will be fixed benches or 
tables as may be most suitable for the reception of the exhibits. 
The hold will be arranged as a warehouse for stores or exhibited 
articles, as also for eventual consignments, so that visitors may be 
shown the goods as originally packed. 

In one of the great saloons on deck a refreshment room will be 
arranged where the exhibitors’ products in the shape of wine, 
beer, liqueurs, mineral waters, food stuffs, &c., may be sold; and 
by this means visitors to the exhibition will have an opportunity of 
testing and tasting the qualities of the goods before giving an 
order. There will be an ice-machine on board, so that all drinks, 
especially wine or beer, may be kept fresh. 

It is intended to start at Trieste in December of the current 
year, and the trip will last some six or seven months. Each 
exhibitor will pay a sum proportionate to the accommodation he 
requires. 

As it is in the national interests that the organisation should be 
completed as soon as possible, lest other industrial nations should 
be beforehand, it is hoped that manufacturers who are inclined to 
take part in this exhibition will put themselves as soon as possible 
in communication with the Direction, 

The advantages offered by this floating exhibition to the 
exhibitors are as follows :— 

1. A certain limited space (wall space, area, or allowance for 
weight) will be at the disposal of the exhibitor according to the 
nature of his goods; show-cases, benches, &c., will be provided by 
the Direction. 

2. Every exhibitor will be represented by experts, who will 
endeavour to sell and push, as far as possible, the goods in 
question, as much to visitors to the exhibition as to merchants in 
the towns visited. 

3. Every effort will be made to procure able agents and to put 
them in direct communication on business matters with the 
exhibitors. 

4, On the arrival of the steamer at the several ports, pamphlets, 
circulars, &c., will be distributed gratis to the population, while 
any pictorial advertisements which the exhibitors may supply will 
be posted in the public places of the different towns. 

5. Every exhibitor will receive an accurate report at the close of 
the exhibition as to which articles, with quality, quantity, &c., 
have been found most suitable to the several towns and districts. 
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6. Every exhibitor has the right for adequate freight to send 
goods to be sold, which will be taken as far as space permits. 

7. The receipts for goods sold on the voyage will be paid by 
the branch office of the Union Bank in Trieste, upon receipt of the 
advice by the directors of the exhibition, without awaiting the 
return of the steamer. Full intelligence respecting these will be 
sent from every port; the branch of the Union Bank at Trieste 
will likewise pay part or the whole amount for goods sold from 


' sample, upon production of the necessary documents. 


The direction of the floating exhibition expects, therefore, that 
all home manufacturers who take an interest in the development 
of trade and production, will give their support to the immediate 
accomplishment of this enterprise, so that this sample export voyage 
may give an exact idea of the manufacturing capabilities of 
Austria-Hungary to foreign importers, and that thereby the 
productive industries of the Monarchy may become of some account 
in the national economy. 

The direction has received the requisite concession from the 
Imperial and Royal Minister of Commerce, as also from the 
Minister of Commerce for Hungary. 

H.M. Consul at Trieste, in forwarding the above report, adds : 
“ Arrangements have been made with the Austrian Lloyd Steam- 
ship Company for the use of their vessel, the ‘Poseidon,’ for the 
above purpose, and I understand that the Imperial and Royal 
Government has made a grant of fifty thousand florins in the way 
of subsidy to assist the enterprise.” 

The sketch map accompanying this article shows the proposed 
route of the ‘ Poseidon,” and the ports at which she is to touch, 
and is taken from one accompanying the prospectus. 


COMMERCIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN BELGIUM AND PorRTUGAL. 


With reference to a notice on p. 703 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” for June last, a despatch dated 30th July last has been 
received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, 
reporting that the ratifications of the declaration of December 11, 
1897, regulating, provisionally, the commercial relations between 
Belgium and Portugal, were exchanged at Lisbon on the 27th 
July, and the arrangement was to come into force on the Ist 
August last. 
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XIII.—THE BEET SUGAR INDUSTRY IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 


The Department of Agriculture of the United States has 
recently issued a special report on Beet Sugar in that country, in 
which some interesting details are given of the present condition 
of the industry. 

The beet-sugar investigation of the United States, so far as the 
Department of Agriculture is concerned, is confined to a study 
of the adaptability of the various parts of the country for growing 
the beets, and of the facilities for entering into the successful 
manufacture of beet sugar in competition with Germany, France, 
Russia and other countries which have achieved success in this 
enterprise. At present the manufacture of beet sugar in the 
United States is confined to Grand Island and Norfolk, Nebraska 
Lehi, Utah, and, ranging down the Pacific coast, in the State of 
California, to four very extensive beet-sugar factories. The first 
factory is that of the Alameda Sugar Company at Alvarado, which 
was the first continuous beet-sugar factory in operation, and has 
been in operation under varying experience of profit and loss for 
many years, having however, had a successful record for the past 
seven or eight years. The second is that of the Speckles Beet 
Sugar Company at Watsonville, California, about 100 miles south 
of San Francisco; and the third factory is that of the Chino 
Valley Beet Sugar Company, at Chino, near Pomano, California, 
about 30 miles south-east of Los Angeles. 

The fourth factory is that of the Alamitos Sugar Company at 
Los Alamitos, about 30 miles south-west of Los Angeles; and at 
Eddy, in the Pecos Valley of New Mexico, is situated another factory. 
At Rome, N.Y., a factory started operations in the fall of 1897. 
This completes the list of factories now in operation in the United 
States. At Omaha, Nebraska, in New York State, in Michigan, and 
elsewhere, arrangements have been made to establish factories, com- 
mencing with the next sugar beet campaign. At Salinas, Cal., 
arrangements have been made for constructing a factory with a 
larger capacity than that of any other factory known in the world. 

The two Nebraska factories have a capacity of about 300 tons per 
day each; the Alvarado factory about 800 tons; the Watsonville 
factory about 1,100 tons; the Los Alamitos factory about 350 tons, 
and the Chino factory 800 tons. Factories in the United States 
are able to extract from 11 per cent. to 13 per cent. of sugar 
from the gross weight of the beets, and sugar beets range in the 
average of their sugar percentage in the various factories from 13 
to 16% per cent. 
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XIV._THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS OF ZANZIBAR. 


The following particulars as to the agricultural products of 
Zanzibar are taken from a report by Mr. Lyne, Director of 
Agriculture for the islands of Zanzibar and Pemba, a copy of which 
has been received at the Board of Trade through the Foreign Office. 

With regard to new products, Mr. Lyne reports as follows :— 

*‘ Cocoa.—Great difficulty has been experienced in obtaining 
seeds and plants of cocoa. Larly in the year, 3,000 seeds arrived- 
from Ceylon in a completely perished condition. In June, 
72 plants were received from London but only 34 survived. 
A few pods from Seychelles did well. Several successful 
sowings have been made from seed obtained from two trees 
growing at Miss Thackeray’s Shamba, Mbweni.* Some of this 
seed is only now coming up. ‘These two trees at Mbweni have 
been in bearing more or less throughout the year, and their 
presence is sufficient evidence that cocoa will thrive on these 
islands. None of the young trees at Dunga have yet been planted 
out with the exception of 15, which have been sent to Pemba, 10 
to Tundaua and 5 to Mikindani. ' 

“ Kola.—Kola germinates freely and grows well. The seed is 
cheap and easily procured, while the produce requires little pre- 
paration for the market, being merely placed in the sun to dry. 
Hence, if it can be grown at a profit, kola is more likely to find 
favour with the Arabs than cocoa, the beans of which have to 
undergo fermentation before being ready for market. Kola trees 
may be planted 20 ft. apart ; they come into bearing in four or five 
years. Prices in London rule from 4d. to 6d. per pound. If each 
tree yields 50 lbs. per annum—a moderate estimate as trees have 
been known to yield up to 150 lbs. of nuts each—the gross returns, 
both per tree and per acre would be much larger than those now 
obtained from clove plantations, which do not average more than 
15 lbs of produce per tree, worth 24d per lb. 

“ Large quantities of kolas have been shipped from the West 
Indies, which has had the effect of reducing the price considerably. 
Thus in 1890 kolas were worth 2s. 9d. per lb., in 1894 1s. 8d. 
per lb., while now they are worth, as above stated, less than 6d. 
The nuts are made into kola wine, kolatina and kola paste, a prepara- 
tion similar to cocoa paste. Chocolates are also adulterated with kola. 

“ Vanilla. —A small plantation of vanilla has been made at 
Dunga, and preparations are in course for extending the cultivation 
of this vine. Of the 600 cuttings planted, 427 survived and are 
growing fairly well. Many were found going rotten at the bottom, 
from being planted too deeply, and had to be taken up and 
replanted. The vines have been placed singly between three live 
supports, placed in a small circle. The mbono (Cwrcas purgans) 
and frangipane (? Plumeria) make good live supports and throw out 
rapid shade, Six feet has been allowed between each little bed 


* These trees were originally planted by Sir John Kirk when Consul-G2neral 
at Zanzibar, 
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of vanilla. Water is conveyed from the well to the plantation, a 
distance of 300 yards, through bamboo pipes. 

‘Much care is required both in the planting and cultivation of this 
vine, and some skill in fertilizing the flowers and in harvesting and 
preparing the fruit for market. For these reasons it is doubtful if 
the industry will take root here among the Arabs. A small 
plantation of vanilla has been made at Tundaua. 

“ Para rubber.—Para rubber shows every indication of doing 
well here. Though the proportion of seed which germinated in 
the nursery appears small (174 out of 988) much of the seed was 
old and worthless when sown, and not expected to grow. Those 
that came up grew rapidly, and, with the exception of three, have 
all been transplanted. One hundred and fifty were taken to Pemba 
and planted 25 feet apart in one of the sandy, swampy valleys of 
Tundaua. Seven out of the 150 (5 per cent.) died, but the others 
came away well. Sixteen have been planted out in the rich 
alluvial valley that divided the Dunga bank from the coral, but 
some of these have failed. There is a Para rubber tree, 50 feet 
high and 6 feet in circumference, growing at Mbweni on a dry, 
sandy ridge. It was planted by Sir John Kirk, and in September 
last was observed to be flowering. 

“The presence of this tree growing so well in an uncongenial 
locality justifies, I think, the assumption that if Para rubber—the 
most valuable of all varieties—will pay to grow at all—a point that 
has nowhere yet been decided—it ought to pay to grow here. 

“ Ceara rubber.—The Ceara rubber is just coming up, and looks 
extremely healthy. It has been grown principally from trees 
growing about the island. 

“The Ceara rubber trees do not appear to yield much juice. I 
tapped one growing at Mbweni, and got little or nothing from it 
though it must have been five or six years old. It was afterwards 
found that wrong methods had been adopted, though at the same 
time it was quite clear that there was little milk in the tree. 
This variety of rubber is said to thrive on very barren as well as 
rich soils, and if this is the case it ought to do well on the coral 
wastes at Zanzibar, which cover about three-fifths of the total area 
of the island. 

“ Coffee.—About 60 young Arabian coffee trees are growing in the 
nursery from seed obtained from Nyasaland. They look weil and 
will be planted out, though they can hardly be expected to prosper 
in Zanzibar, as the elevation is too low. 

“Liberian coffee was sown late in the year, and has not yet 
germinated. Attempts have been made to procure seed of the 
Maragogipe coffee, Brazilian variety, but none has yet been 
received. 

“ Candlenut.—These seeds are very hard and have not yet 

rminated. 

“ Anatto.—Anatto grows well here, but the market is too 
depressed to encourage cultivation. Seedlings are being raised 
at Dunga for vanilla shade. 
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“ OCamphor, Safflower, Olives, Sarsaparilla.—These have proved 
unsuccessful, and their cultivation will be discontinued. 

“ Fucalyptus.—Small success has attended the efforts to grow 

m trees. Hucalyptus tereticornis, EH. rudis and E. crebra have 
been found to do best, especially HE. tereticornis. L.. citriodora, the 
species spoken of as being particularly suited to the tropics, has 
failed so far. Eucalyptus are very difficult trees to transplant, and 
the seeds of all varieties are very small and delicate. The method 
adopted now is to sow in seed boxes, and transplant the seedlings 
when an inch or two high into bamboo pots. The trees when 
ready can then be planted out in their pots, which soon rot away.” 

With regard to live stock, Mr. Lyne states that a small flock 
of goats, including some half dozen from Comoro, has been 
collected at Dunga. The Comoro goat does not do as well as the 
native animal, as it is wild and frightened, and consequently 
always thin, while the Zanzibar goat is a thoroughly domesticated 
creature ; always looks sleek and fat, yet picks for itself and gets 
no attention beyond a roof at night. It seems also to be excep- 
tionally free from disease. 

Goat farming might be carried on with plantation work at no 
extra cost beyond one cr two boys to herd the goats, and a fold 
for them to go into at night. There is an abundance of good, 
sweet grass all the year round. 

If allowed to run among the clove trees they would keep the 
weeds down and manure the ground. Young goats, six months 
old, sell for Rs. 5 each. The Zanzibar goat, in short, possesses 
many qualities: it costs nothing to keep, but rather saves labour 
by keeping weeds down; it keeps fat and is not subject to disease ; 
it requires no water in the hottest weather; it is a source of 
income and it makes manure. 

Cattle——Cattle, it is said, do not thrive in the interior of 
Zanzibar, but this is believed to be a popular fallacy founded 
probably on the results of an epidemic which swept through the 
islands six or seven years ago. Sleek herds may occasionally be 
seen in both islands, and they always present the same contented 
and well-fed appearance as the goats. 

The breeding of cattle as an industry seems to have been entirely 
neglected in the tropics. The great cattle-exporting countries— 
Canada, the United States, the Argentine, Cape Colony, Australia 
and New Zealand—have been able to build up their herds from 
stock imported from the British Isles. British cattle, with the 
exception perhaps of Jerseys and Guernseys, would not thrive in 
the hot belts of South America and Africa, but that is no reason 
why the breeding and improvement of native stock should not be 
undertaken. Great Britain established her noted breeds by choice 
selection and careful mating of native stock. If there is any 
tropical country where a cattle breeding industry might be started 
with a good prospect of success it is Zanzibar. They could be fed 
upon the wild uncultivated grass, eating up the long stuff which 
the goats leave. The islands are not subject to serious droughts 
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or ravaging storms; there is good communication both with 
Southern and Northern ports which, owing to competition, is 
sure to improve; lastly, the insular position of Zanzibar would, 
with proper precautions, always be an effective barrier against 
contagious epidemics. 

Donkeys and Mules—The breeding of mules and Muscat 
donkeys would also, it is thought, be a profitable enterprise. 
Mules make good draught animals, and are in demand, though 
very scarce. Muscat donkeys are worth Rs. 500 at 3 years old. 

The following is a list of agricultural implements which have 
been procured and tried :— 

1. Ransomes’ light iron plough s R c No. 3, 110 Ibs., 2 wheels, 
wrought iron frame, steel breast, 2/. 17s. 6d. 

2. Ransomes’ steel chill digging plough s H P No. 4, 150 lbs., 
2 wheels, chilled breast, skim coulter, 21. 5s. 0d. 

3. Ransomes’ iron turnwrest plough c T No. 2, 150 lbs., head 
wheel, 21. 4s. 

4, Ransomes’ iron turnwrest plough B T No. 2, 110 Ibs., 21. 4s, 

5. Rainforth’s parallel lifting cultivator No. 1, five tines, 81. 8s. 

6. Lankester’s Iron Age plantation hoe, with one expanding 
lever, 2/. 15s. 

7. Lloyd Lawrence’s Planet Junior plantation hoe, with two 
expanding levers, 31. 

8. Ransomes’ tine harrows, s H 44, 83 ft., 150 Ibs., 32. 7s. 6d. 

9. Ransomes’ tine harrows, $s H 34, 105 lbs., 31. 

Nothing definite has yet been ascertained as to which is the best 
class of implement for the islands. The light plantation hoes, 
Nos. 6 and 7, have hitherto found the greatest favour among Arabs. 
They require little skill in working, are light, and can be used for 
moulding up the land into ridges, as well as for hoeing. This 
was made a great point of at the trial which was held at Mwera 
on November 16th. It is stated that for cleaning the land these 
hoes cannot take the place of the plough, which completely inverts 
the soil, and exposes the roots of the weeds to the scorching sun. 
This is only the experience of the old country over again. One 
ploughing, especially in the dry months of January and February, 
will do more good than any amount of hoeing with the plantation 
hoes, or with the hand hoes. But the ground becomes very hard 
about this time, and the ploughs can with difficulty be got to 
enter the land. Breakages of points and shares become frequent 
and serious. This would not be the case where the soil is lighter, 
as most of it is, than the Dunga soil. Again, ploughs are difficult 
to manage and to set. If not properly set they are useless, while 
a horse hoe only requires holding. 

A minimum of joints and bolts is a most important feature with 
agricultural implements for native or Arab use. The native wooden 
plough, though made of three or four parts, is tightly wedged 
together, and forms one rigid mass which practically cannot get out 
of order. [ron implements to succeed in Zanzibar, must as far as 
possible, be made to imitate the native plough in this respect. 
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XV.—SUICIDES AMONG FIREMEN, &., ON GERMAN 
STEAMERS. 


H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg, in a Special Report to the 
Foreign Office, states that, according to the recently published 
annual report of the Hamburg Shipowners’ Association, much 
attention has been given during the past year, 1397, both by the 
Hamburg State authorities and by the representatives of the 
leading steamship companies to the subject of suicides amongst 
firemen and trimmers employed in German merchant vessels. It 
appears from the results of careful investigations lately made, 
that the average annual number of suicides during the past ten 
years which occurred amongst all persons belonging to the engine 
room staffs of German steamers was 2°59 per thousand, whilst the 
average annual number for firemen alone was 1:05 per thousand, 
and for trimmers 9°24 per thousand of the respective categories 
mentioned ; against, it may be added, 0°46 suicides per thousand 
persons of the male population of Germany employed in various 
occupations on shore. 

It will perhaps cause surprise to learn that most of the suicides 
amongst the engine-room staffs are stated to have taken place 
not as might be supposed, during voyages to or from the Tropics, 
but in the North American trade, and in the best appointed 
steamships, viz., in those belonging to the North German Lloyd 
Company of Bremen, and to the Hamburg-American Steamship 
Company, where the best possible accommodation and hygienic 
conditions are provided for the men ; and it would indeed seem as 
if there must be some connection between the frequency of desertions 
and of suicides, 

All these facts are considered to point towards the necessity of 
seeking for the cause of these suicides, more especially in the 
circumstance that a large number of men engage themselves for 
this hard and unpleasant service who have been unable to find 
employment in any other way, or who have come to grief, and who 
are neither physically nor, more especially in mind, fitted for 
bearing such severe hardships. 

Though it is doubtless desirable that all firemen and trimmers 
should be examined by a medical officer before their engagement, 
it must be observed that it is futile to expect any important 
results from the intended official establishment of this rule; for 
the same has already been in force in all of the larger steamship 
lines for some time, without its having had any perceptible effect in 
diminishing the number of suicides among the persons in question. 

With regard to some other proposals made in Germany, e.g., 
the arrangement of shower-baths, the removal of the firemens’ 
and trimmers’ quarters above deck, and similar suggestions, it 
appears to be considered questionable whether their adoption 
would not do more harm than good. So long as means have not 
been invented for performing by machinery the whole, or at 


least, part of the work done at present by firemen and trimmers, 
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it would seem that the most efficacious remedy for checking the 
evils pointed out above consists in the formation by shipowners 
of a permanent staff of firemen and trimmers. Such a course 
would obviate the necessity of accepting the services of men who 
change frequently, and whose qualifications cannot be ascertained 
sufficiently. There are, however, of course, great difficulties in the 
way of attaining this end. 


XVI—THE GERMAN EAST AFRICA COMPANY. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 6th July last, 
Viscount Gough, H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, forwards a 
precis taken from the official ‘“ Kolonialblatt,” of the report of the 
German East Africa Company for the year 1897. According to 
this report. the undertakings of the Company have made satisfac- 
tory progress during the past year. These undertakings consist 
chiefly of plantations. The coffee plantations in the Handu 
hills have been further developed. In the cocoa nut plantations 
at Muoa the palms have shown satisfactory growth on 
the whole, but some parts of it have suffered from drought. The 
cultivation of the American aloe at Kikogive has been con- 
siderably extended. ‘The development of the Liberia coffee plan- 
tation at Mwera has also fulfilled expectations. The native crops 
in German East Africa having in general been good in 1897, the 
demand for European goods has increased, and the demand in 
Europe for the produce supplied by the natives—chiefly indiarubber 
and wax—has also been satisfactory. The Company have obtained 
better profits from their business in the Zanzibar markets. The 
balance-sheets of the agencies in Madagascar show a modest profit. 

In accordance with the requirements of trade, the Company 
caused 244,030 whole rupees, and 50,000 half rupees to be coined 
during 1897. 

No alteration has taken place in the circumstances of the 
Usambara Railway (Tanga-Muhesa). ‘The German East Africa 
Company having exhausted the means at their disposal for the 
assistance of the railway, the Imperial Government have lent a 
helping hand, and their monthly subvention of 300]. keeps the 
undertaking on its feet. Meanwhile the necessity for the pro- 
longation of the line from Muhesa to Korogwe, in view of the 
agricultural possibilities of western Usambara, becomes daily 
more urgent, and it is hoped that the Government will shortiy 
make suitable proposals to the Reichstag. In consequence of the 
disturbance of trade by the plague at Bombay, the working of the 
steamship “ Safari” has again resulted in a loss, and the vessel 
has been temporarily handed over to the German East Africa Line. 

The net profits of the German East Africa Company in 1897 
amounted to 10,0807. After the usual deductions for the reserve 
fund, fire insurance, &c., a dividend of 5 per cent. was paid on 
150,000/. of preference shares, and about 3,000 carried forward as 
balance to the next account. 
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XVII.—PROGRESS OF THE UGANDA RAILWAY, 


In a report on the progress of the Mombasa-Victoria (Uganda) 
Railway, which has recently been presented to Parliament (Africa 
No. 8, 1898), it is stated that, during the year ended March, 1898, 
the rails were laid from mile 41 to mile 139, the progress being 
98 miles. The want of adequate engine’ power was greatly felt, 
and was due to the engineering strike in England, by which the 
supply of locomotives arranged for was much delayed. The eight 
locomotives delivered were worked to the extreme limit of their 
capacity and had to be laid up for heavy repairs (owing largely 
to the brackish water) some months before those—the delivery of 
which was retarded by the strike in England—-were ready to take 
their place; and had this small number not been supplemented by 
some second-hand engines from India the works would have come 
to a standstill. 
When it is remembered that the ruling gradient is 1 in 50, and 
the general grade elsewhere 1 in 66, the serious effect of the 
insufficiency of engine power can be appreciated. 
The necessity for transporting troops and Government stores 
during December, January, February and March, also necessarily q 
impeded construction work. 
The construction of the telegraph kept pace with the plate- ’ 
laying. In December, 1897, in consequence of the troubles in ‘ 
Uganda, the Secretary of State decided to push on the telegraph 
to Kikuyu (mile 325), which was reached on the 6th June. 
During the early part of December, 1897, the section from 
Kilindini(Mombasa)to the Voi River (100 miles) was inspected (by 
an officer lent by the Government:of India for the purpose) under i 
the rules contained in the Indian Railways Act (Act 9 of 1890) 
which is in force in British East Africa, and was passed as fit 
for the carriage of passengers. This section was opened to the 
public for goods traffic on the 15th December, but owing to 
pressure of troop traffic and the conveyance of other Government 
stores, the opening for passengers was delayed until the Ist 
February, 1898. 
Previous to December, 1897, Government caravans and stores to 
the extent of 2,600 porters and 300 tons of goods were carried for 
an average distance of 80 miles. 
For the first three months of 1898 the traffic earnings were as 


follows :— 
Rupees. 
From coaching (parcels and mails) ... ... 64,570 


Total ... 126,460 


giving an average of 88 rupees per mile per week, or, excluding . 
the earnings from the carriage of railway stores, 67°6 rupees per | 
mile per week. ‘here has also been a large saving to the Pro- 
tectorates through the cheap carriage of troops and stores over the 
long waterless tract between the coast and the River Voi. 

B2 
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XVIII—SOME INDUSTRIES OF BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, 
copies of a report and tables giving such particulars as are obtain- 
able of certain Indian industries carried on upon a somewhat 
extensive scale. 

Taking the headings in alphabetical order, the table includes :— 

Bone-crushing mills.—Seven at Bombay, two in Bengal, one at 
Madras, one in Malabar, two at Coimbatore, one in South Canara, 
and two at Karachi. 

Cement works.—Only one cement work is reported, located in 
Madras. 

ea works.—These are reported to be 56 in number, all in 

ras. ‘ 

Cotton ginning, cleaning and pressing mills.—There is a great 
number of these in Madras, Bombay, Sind, Berar, the Central 
Provinces, Central India and Rajputana, the North-Western Pro- 
vinces, the Panjab, Bengal, and Burma. : 

Cotton spinning and weaving establishments not classed as mills. 
—Twenty mentioned, nineteen of which are in the Madras Presi- 
dency, one in Upper Burma, and several unenumerated in Bengal. 

Cutch factories.—One in Bengal. 

Dairy farms.—Excluding some in Bengal, of which the number 
has not been stated, 30 of these are returned; 6 in the N.-W. 
Provinces and Oudh, 8 in the Panjab, 4 in Sind, 5 in Bombay, 
3 in the Central Provinces, and 4 in Madras. This most useful 
industry promises to attain important dimensions. 

Dye works.—Seven are entered, all in the Bombay Presidency. 

Flour mills—There are 72 of these, but the statement is 
defective. 

Glass factory—One is in operation near Calcutta for the manu- 
facture of glass in accordance with European methods. Another 
has been established in Ahmadabad, but has not yet commenced 
work. There are various small glass-making establishments in 
other places, but when they do not use broken imported glass 
they turn out articles of a rough and inferior class, though in some 
cases artistic in form and colour. 

Ice factories——These are numerous, but the particulars are 
incomplete. 

Indigo factories.—There are a great number of these in Bengal 
and the North-Western Provinces, all owned as private concerns, 
only three—two in Bengal and the other in the North-Western 
Provinces—being managed on the joint-stock principle with 
limited liability. Great numbers are now owned and worked by 
natives, but these are still singly small factories. In the Madras 
Presidency also there are a great number of indigo factories, mostly 
small concerns. In the Panjab there are said to be 19 factories. 

The table must be taken more as an indication of the extent of 
the industry than as a complete record. 
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Iron and brass fowndries.—These are numerous and scattered 
over Bombay, Sind, Madras, Bengal, the N.-W. Provinces, the 
Panjab, and Burma. 

Jute presses.—- All these are in Bengal. One is reported to have 
been started in Jubbulpore and two in Benares for the pressing of 
hemp. 

oa. fuctories.—There are 41 of these in the North-Western 
Provinces, all at Mirzapur. The number in Bengal is not fully 
stated; they are numerous, and, excepting the factory at Cossipore 
near Calcutta, in most cases small. 

Mineral and aérated water manufactories.—These are numerous 
and scattered over every province ; so far as information has been 
received there are 73 in Bengal, 37 in Madras, 76 in Bombay, 23 
in Sind, 73 in Burma, 64 in the Panjab, 77 in the N.-W. Provinces 
and Oudh, 23 in the Central Provinces, and 3 in Rajputana. 

Mines (other than coal mines)—Incomplete. The mica mines in 
Hazaribagh (Bengal), the ruby and steatite mines of Upper Burma, 
the tin mines in Mergui, and the gold mines in Madras and 
Mysore, are alone reported. 

Oil mills and wells——Incomplete. The expression of oil is 
largely carried on in various places, though the mills in most 
cases are small. The list includes the petroleum wells in Burma, 
which are the only wells as yet worked on a large scale, the wells 
in Assam, and the petroleum refineries at work at Rangoon and at 
Lakhimpur in Assam. 

Potteries.— Under this heading are included the extensive potteries 
at Raniganj and Jubbulpore belonging to Messrs. Burn and Co., of 
Calcutta, where piping, tiles, and other large articles are made in 
considerable quantity ; also 77 small concerns in the North-West 
Provinces and Oudh, six in the Panjab, and two in Bombay. The 
industry is widespread all over India, and is increasing. Art 
pottery is produced in Bombay and other places, and native works 
turn out characteristic ware at Delhi, Multan, Aligarh, and else- 
where, though it cannot be said that the work is done on a large 
scale, 

Quarries.—Two quarries are entered, that of the Rajmahal Stone 
Company with a capital of Rx. 25,000, and the Kangra Valley 
Slate Quarry Company with a capital of Rx. 12,000. There are 
8 lime quarries in Assam, of which three were not worked during 
the year. 

Rice mills —Of these there are 70 in Lower Burma, one in 
Upper Burma, one in Bengal, three in Godavari, one in Tanjore, 
16 in Kistna, eight in Coimbatore, one in Madras, and eight in 
the Bombay Presidency. 

Rope works.—Kighteen are entered, of which five are in the 
Madras Presidency, twelve in Bengal, all near Calcutta, and one in 
Bombay. The works near Calcutta are owned and managed by 
Europeans and produce rope and. cordage fit for all marine and 
other uses, Native rope works are very common, but they are 
small and the rope inferior, 


i 
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Saltpetre refineries.—There are a great number of these, worked 
by natives on a small scale, in Madras, in Bihar, the North- 
Western Provinces, and about a dozen in and around Calcutta; 
one of the latter owned and worked by a European firm. The 
table is very imperfect. 

Silk filatures—With the exception of one in the Dehra Dun, 
these are all in Bengal. 

Silk mills.—'Two silk mills at Bombay, and another in Calcutta, 
and various silk-weaving factories in Bengal. These latter toa 
large extent weave tasar silk, are owned and managed by natives, 
and do not employ European machinery and apparatus. The 
fabrics woven in the three mills are mainly intended for Burmese 
consumption. 

Soap factories—Three at Meerut. One of these (the N.-W. 
Soap Company, with a branch at Calcutta) makes very good toilet 
soaps. There are many small native soap works in Bengal and 
other provinces, but the soap manufactured is crude and inferior. 

Sugar factories.—Six in Madras. In Bengal the large Cossipore 
factory, with a capital of Rx. 100,000, and numerous small factories, 
number not stated. In the North-Western Provinces two, the 
extensive Rosa factory at Shahjahanpur, with a capital of 
Rx. 160,000, and a smaller one at Cawnpore, and one in the 
Panjab. 

Tanneries.—One hundred and fifty-one of these are returned, of 
which 138 are in Madras, six in Sind, one in Bombay, one near 
Calcutta, two at Cawnpore, one at Agra, one in Rangoon, and one 
in Ajmere. The leather works at Cawnpore are important and of 
large dimensions. 

Tile manufactories.—Thirty-two, of which 27 are in the Madras 
Presidency, one in Coorg, three in the Panjab, and one in Assam. 

Timber mills.—Of these there are 74 altogether, the majority 
of them in Burma. 

Tobacco furms and factories.—‘The only entry under this head is 
the plantation belonging to Messrs. Begg, Dunlop and Co., at 
Poosa, where tobacco is grown, cured, and manufactured after the 
American methods. ‘Twenty-four factories for the manufacture of 
cigars have been reported in Trichinopoly, one in Madras, seven 
in Madura, and eight in the Godavari district. The cigar making 
industry in Southern India has assumed large proportions. 

Woollen weaving establishments.—Five of these are reported from 
the Panjab, where carpets are manufactured, but there are others 
elsewhere not reported. 
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XIX.—_THE PROGRESS OF RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION 
IN INDIA. 


The “ Pioneer Mail” in a review of the Administration Report 
on Indian Railways for 1897-98 issued by Mr. A Brereton, ‘“ Director 
of Indian Traffic and Statistics,” notes that the net increase in new 
lines during the year was 766 miles, bringing the total length 
open for traffic to 21,156 miles on March 31st, 1898. This leaves 
4,298 miles sanctioned for construction and still to be constructed. 
The capital outlay during the twelvemonth cannot yet be stated, 
but on December 31st it had amounted to 6°41 crores, and a good 
deal more must have been spent in the following three months 
which completed the financial year. On the date above-mentioned, 
the grand total of capital spent on railways just exceeded 259 crores. 
With a mean mileage worked of 741 miles in excess of 1896-97, 
the gross earnings showed, of course, a considerable increase. 
This amounted to 260 lakhs, but the net earnings were less by 
Rs. 8,43,000. It was in the passenger traffic that the loss occurred, 
the number of persons carried being over 8} millions less than in 
the preceding year, while the receipts were nearly 60 lakhs less. 
The earnings under the head of “ other coaching traffic,” however, 
were 25} lakhs better. 

As regards goods traffic the increase was about 1} million tons, 

the receipts increasing by 46lakhs. Putting this into percentages, 
the total quantity of general merchandise rose by 1°83 per cent., 
and the earnings by 1°42 per cent. Including materials and stores 
carried for home lines, military stores, coal and live-stock for the 
public, the gross weight lifted increased by 3°75 per cent. and the 
earnings by 46} lakhs, or 3 per cent. The mobilisation of troops 
for operations on the North-West frontier contributed to this 
improvement. 
' Looking to the financial results generally, what is known as the 
“total apparent charge” to the State for all railways was less than 
1635 lakhs, as compared with nearly 266 lakhs in 1896-97. The 
rise in the rate of exchange led to this improvement, as the number 
of rupees required to pay the sterling interest on guaranteed lines, 
the cost of stores, &c., was much less. It is stated that at the annual 
Railway Conference in 1897, the general questions of the merits of 
light commercial feeder lines and the gauge which should be 
adopted for them, and also for military light lines, were discussed. 
The conclusions arrived at, and the recommendations made, were 
submitted to the Secretary of State, the gauge adopted by the 
Conference being 2 ft. 

The two chapters dealing with “‘works completed and in pro- 
gress ” and “ lines under survey or projected ” afford ample evidence 
of the activity on the railway side of the Public Works Department. 
The East Indian Railway Company are busily employed on the 
Moghal Sarai-Gya extension, and rather more than three-quarters 
of the earthwork and one-third of the bridges have been completed. 
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The big bridge over the Soane River, 93 spans of 100 feet each, 
will not be finished for some time to come, though the foundations 
for 60 piers are in hand and the wells for 30 piers have been sunk. 
But the opening of the line early next year will not be delayed on 
account of the bridge, as the rails will be carried over the river-bed 
by a diversion. So with the South Behar line, better known as 
the Lakisarai-Gya Railway: this also will be opened early in 1899, 
though the bridge over the Phalgu River will not have been finished 
by then. The Rewah Railway, a line from Sutna on the East 
Indian Railway to Rewah city, 31 miles, was utilised as a famine 
work, and three-fourths of the earthwork were thrown up, while 
all ballast required was collected. The Rewah State bears the 
whole cost of this project, about 5} lakhs: and as the country 
traversed is not difficult, the opening of the line should not be long 
delayed. On the Bengal-Nagpur Railway the engineers have 
pushed on their work on the extensions from Sini via Midnapur 
_ to Howrah, and from Midnapur southwards to Cuttack Road. The 
Rupnarain bridge is being proceeded with, and five caissons for the 
piers have been sunk. The Indian Midland Company opened the 
new line from Saugor to Damoh last March, and on the extension 
to Katni, 68 miles, platelaying is in progress from both ends. 
Saugor should thus be linked through with Katni during the next 
cold season. On the Bina-Goona Railway, the extension to Bara, 
76 miles, will be ready for traffic in the autumn. 

On the North-Western State Railway work on the important 
bridge over the Indus at Kotri is being steadily proceeded with. 
This bridge will have one short span of 100 ft. and five of 350 ft., 
the girders being carried on brick piers 35 ft. high, founded on 
wells 50 or 60 ft. deep, resting on the rock. The abutments and 
four piers have been completed, and as soon as material arrives 
from England the girders will be erected. The Mari-Attock 
strategical line, with its numerous tunnels, bridges and rock- 
cuttings, will be ready for traffic by December. In the North-West 
Provinces and Oudh the Rai Bareli-Benares, line has been opened ; 
on the Hurdwar-Dehra line various improvements have been made 
in the alignment, and the double crossing of the Song River has 
been avoided. The headings of the two tunnels at Dehra are 
through, and the brick-arching is being put in. ‘This railway will 
not be finished until the end of 1899. The metre-gauge lines in 
the eastern part of the provinces have made excellent progress. 
On the East Coast Railway the bridging of the Godaveri, 56 spans 
of 150 ft., will take a long time: further south the railway from 
‘Ennur to Bezwada should be finished by next March. There are 
other projects which need not be referred to in detail ; but it may 
be noted that in Upper Burma special efforts are now being made 
to carry out work on the Mandalay-Kunlon line. 

Coming now to “lines under survey or projected,” the East 
Indian Railway Company has several irons in the fire. Thus 
a reconnaissance for a chord line from Burdwan to Howrah, 
58 miles, has been made, and estimates are being framed. The 
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country is easy throughout and such a line would be of great value 
in relieving the congestion at the eastern end of the HE. I. R. 
system. This is so great that the line is to be quadrupled from 
Sitarampur to Howrah, 137} miles, and an investigation of the 
cost is being prepared. ‘The revised estimates of the Shikohabad- 
Farukhabad branch have been submitted, a project which wouid 
cost 45 lakhs; a line 82 miles in length from Baran on the new 
Moghal Sarai-Gya extension to Daltonganj has been surveyed ; 
while final reports on traffic prospects are awaited before a decision 
is come to regarding lines from Burdwan and Hughli to Cutwa. 

Looking further afield beyond the E. J. R. there is the scheme 
for linking Bhagulpur with Baidyanath via Bansi, 69 miles. This 
is under consideration, the cost of construction alone is estimated 
at 61 lakhs, while rolling-stock and junction works would come 
to 8 lakhs. In the N. W. P. the detailed project for the Agra- 
Delhi chord line on the standard gauge, 121 miles, has been sub- 
mitted. The capital outlay would be nearly 91 lakhs. This 
project, we understand, is hung up for the present. As regards 
the Bengal-Nagpur system, the Midnapur -Jherria and Ranchi 
plateau surveys claim attention. The idea is to have the standard 
gauge for 282 miles and then a 2-feet line across the plateau to 
Ranchi, 80 miles. This is a big project, but it is one which is 
certain to be taken up. Another survey is being made from Gondia 
the Bengal - Nagpur Railway to Jubbulpore, with branches to 
Mandla on the east and Seoni and Chindwara on the west, 220 
miles in all. This is a 2-feet gauge project, but the survey- 
engineers have been instructed to note if an alternative standard 
gauge alignment is possible. On the North Western State Rail- 
way various surveys have been prepared or revised, including those 
for lines linking Ludhiana with Ferozepur, and Jullundur with 
Hoshiarpur and Kapurthala. It is stated also that the fieldwork 
of the survey of a 2-feet gauge line from Nowshera to Dargai at 
the foot of the Malakand has been completed, and the project is 
under preparation. 

In conclusion may be noticed the surveys carried out 
with a view to give the Central Provinces direct com- 
munication with the east coast of India. It appears that a line 
from Raipur to Vizianagram would be 304 miles in length, and an 
alignment has been found which would involve the crossing of 
only two rivers of any considerable size. It is anticipated that 
the Eastern Ghats, which alone present any obstacle of importance, 
could be negotiated with a ruling gradient of 1 in 100 without 
encountering great difficulties. ‘This is one of those big projects 
which will come to the front in due time. A rough estimate of 
the cost shows that 360 lakhs would have to be spent. On pages 
43-48 of the administration report may be found projects tabulated 
which should keep engineers employed for many years to come. 
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XX.—TEA CULTURE IN ASSAM. 


In a report received from the India Office on tea culture in Assam, 
it is stated that, as in the preceding year, the greatest number 
of tea gardens, 191, is found in the Cachar district. Sibsagar has 
the largest area under tea, 70,644 acres, Sylhet coming next with 
70,200 acres. The greatest outturn was obtained in Sylhet, 
Sibsagar coming next. 

The total number of gardens at the end of 1897 was 822, being 
an increase of 22 gardens, as compared with the preceding year. 

The number of gardens newly opened during the year was 27, 
against 20 in 1896. Two gardens were closed, against one in the 
preceding year. Two gardens were amalgamated with other 
. gardens, against 31 in 1896, and one garden was abandoned. 

The following statement compares the number of gardens in 
in each district and their area for the past two years, it also shows 
the total area of all lands held by tea planters in 1897 :— 


Number of tea Total area of tea Total area 
gardens. [Increase gardens. Increase <>" 
District, or de- or ‘Tea y 
Planters 
1896. | 1897. 1996, 1897. in 1897, 
No. No. Acres. Acres. Acres, 
Cachar 191 191 283,217 282,583 282,583 
Sylbet iow ons ee 135 137+ +2 119,391 150,614 | + 31,223 212,626 
si and Jaintra Hills ... 1 -- 1 100 o 1 
Kamrup 25* 31¢ + 6 18,834 18,785 — 49 20,283 
Darrang 86 &9 +3 110,641 108,067 — 2,574 122,050 
Nowgong 51 50 -- 1 49,884 49,884; ~- 53,160 
Sibsagar 166 171 +5 230,350 231,475|| + 1,125 246,907 
Lakhimpur 142 | 149 | +7 | 155,626| 171,657 | + 16,031 | 197.700 
Total ... aie 800 822 + 22 968,895 | 1,014,017 | + 45,122 | 1,136,261 


The total number of persons employed permanently on the tea 
gardens shows an increase of 22,147 persons. The increase was 
general throughout all the districts in the province, except 
Kamrup, and is attributed to large importations of labourers in 
1897. The large apparent decrease in the number of persons 
employed temporarily in the Darrang district is reported to be 
partly due to incorrect figures having been returned for previous 
years. 

The following statement gives the area under mature and 


* Excludes five unworked gardens. 

4 Excludes one unworked garden. 

+ Excludes four unworked gardens. 

¢ Includes 6,236 acres of land unfit for tea cultivation. 

| Includes 276°50 acres of land under tea situated on the borders of the Naga Hill district. 
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immature plants and the total area of tea gardens, as compared 
with the figures reported in 1896 and in certain previous years :— 


Under Under Total area 
Year. mature immature of tea } 
plants. plants. gardens. | 
Acres Acres. Acres. i 
1895... 234,909 41,105 995,787 


The following table shows the total outturn of tea for the past 
two years :— 


1896. 1897. Decrease. 

lbs, lbs. lbs. 
Rate of outturn peracre ... a... 443 408 35 
Total yield 109,727,359 | 107,266,332 2,461,027 


There was an increase in Cachar and Kamrup, due to the 
additional area which came into bearing during the year. The 
year’s crop was, on the whole, a poor one, owing chiefly to un- 
favourable weather and sickness among the labour force. 
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XXI—THE OIL INDUSTRY OF ECHIGO, JAPAN. 


A despatch, dated June 6th last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Sir E. M. Satow, H.M. Minister at Tokio, trans- 
mitting copy of a report on the oil industry in Echigo, which 
has been drawn up by Mr. E. Crowe, student interpreter at 
the legation at Tokio. 

Mr. Crowe says that it is a most difficult matter to find out 
anything absolutely correct about the first discovery of oil in this 
province, but the historical sketch given by Mr. Newell in his 
paper read before the Asiatic Society may be said to state most of 
the facts as far as they are known in Nayaoka and at the wells. 
These are as follows :— 

In 1613 a man called Magara Nihei discovered oil at Karameki, 
near Niitsu, where a fire-well is to be seen. Every one agrees in 
giving this as the starting point of the oil industry. 

For about 200 years nothing important was done save a little 
hand boring here and there. 

In the sixties, however, a man called Noguchi, who had been 
once possessed of greath wealth and had lost it all, took to digging 
in despair and struck oil at Amaze. 

The first refinery was started in 1869 at Naguoka by 
Nakajima Sangoro and Wakizaka Hachigoro. 

Oil was produced at Shiwodani (Niitsu) in 1874, and in 1876 
Dr. Lyman, an American in the employment of the Japanese 
Government, surveyed the province and reported favourably on its 
oil-producing capabilities. 

This gave a great impetus to the industry and led to the boring 
of many wells, but it was not till 1886 that a large company, the 
Nippon Sekiyu Kwaisha, was established and began working at 
Amaze. The next year the Hokuetsu Kwaisha was started at 
Urase. Since then many companies have come and gone, and 
many changes, both in boring and refining, have been brought 
about by the introduction of steam machinery, iron pipes, and 
other novel appliances. 

Oil is produced and refined in many places, but as they are all 
situated near either Nagaoka, Izumozaki or Niitsu, it will be better 
to divide them into three districts, taking them in the order named, 
which is also the order of their importance. 

Nagaoka District—The oil wells of this district lie about six 
milez to the north-east of Nagaoka in the mountains called 
Higashi yama. The first four miles of road leading to them is 
good, but after that it is impassable for anything but rough carts, 
and this fact accounts for the great cost of bringing machinery up 
to the wells. 

Urase and Hire lie in two small valleys and were formerly known 
as separate oil-producing places, but now, not only has the hill 
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separating them been tunnelled, but wells are to be seen 
everywhere, both in the valleys and on the hill-top, and the place 
therefore goes by the compound name of Urase-Hire. 

Before going into further particulars, it will be better to give 
the names of the different kinds of wells and the process of boring 
and pumping in each. 

There are four varieties, known as Kikaibori, Keibenbori, 
Kazusabori, and Tebori. 

The Kikaibori, as their name indicates, are wells in which 
machinery is used both for boring and pumping; they are worked 
on the American system, and the derricks are 12 ken (70 ft.) high. 

The Keibenbori are on the Canadian system with derricks only 
8 ken high, and machinery all through correspondingly simpler, 
but they cannot be bored to as great a depth as the afore-men: 
tioned wells. 

Kazusabori are so called because the method is the same as that 
used in boring wells in the province of Kazusa. 

The bit is attached to a rope (if one can call it so) of bamboo 
made of long strips securely joined together; this is then passed 
over a large wheel which is worked on the tread mill’ system. 
Bamboo is used instead of iron pipes, and a thick bamboo takes 
the place of the ordinary bailer. Pumping is done by a hand 
pump worked by six women. 

At places where there are no wells on the Canadian system as 
at Nitsu, the names Keiben and Kazusabori are interchangeable. 

Tebori are all dug out by men working with tsuruhashi, a kind 
of pick-axe. When the well is finished the oil is drawn up in 
buckets by hand pulley, eight men being employed at a time, a 
very slow and expensive process. 

There is a tatara or foot pump for providing the men below with 
air. ‘This kind of well is also called Jinkobori, especially at 
Amaze, where, however, being dug under the sea, the arrange- 
ments are somewhat different. 

The Kikaibori is, of course, the most expensive, but gives the 
best results, the cost of tools, erection of derrick, and boring to a 
fair depth being 8—10,000 yen (the value of the yen in 1897 
was 2s. 08d.). 

A tebori of 100 ken (ken = 5 ft. 11 ins.) takes four months to 
complete, and the cost ranges from 1-2,000 yen, while the 
Kazusabori is the cheapest of all, a few hundreds sufficing to pay 
all expenses. 

Of course everything depends on the nature of the soil, not only 
as regards cost of working, but as to which kind of well is suitable. 

This will be understood when it is seen that at Miyagawa there 
are only Kikaibori, at Koguchi only Kazusabori, and nothing but 
Tibori at Shiwodani. 

However, at Urase-Hire all four varieties are in use. The 
Kikaibori number 35, out of which total the Koshi Hoden have 12, 
the Nippon Sekiyu 10, and the Hokuetsu 8. The other kinds, 
some 120, mostly tebori, are owned by the Takatsuya Kwaisha and 
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by private persons who rent the land from the big companies on 
the system called kyoto, that is to say, they join together and pay 
a certain amount of money for the right of digging a well. 

On an average the total output per day at this place is 550 koku 
(1 koku = 39-703 gallons), of which the Koshi Hoden produce 250 
and the Nippon 90. The best well in Echigois one which belongs 
to the former company. 

It is situated at the top of the hill, is 163 ken deep, and was 
bored some months ago, but still continues to give 75 koku per 
day. The same company also owns another good well producing 
70 as compared with 4 koku, which is the average daily output of 
atebori. ‘The tanks of the large companies are connected by pipes 
with those at the station of the Tekkan Company. The oil from 
the smaller wells is carried to this station on the backs of women. 

At Katsuho, which lies in a valley a mile further on, there are 
about 80 machines and 90 hand bored wells. Of the former the 
~ greater portion are owned by the Ohira Company and the Fawo, to 
whom the pipe line running to the refineries also belongs. 

The output here has diminished greatly of late, and is now only 
300 koku per day, of which the Ohira with 8 wells produce 70. 
No one can account for the continued decrease of the oil, and it is 
causing some consternation on the spot. Three years ago when 
there were only 70 tebori over 200 koku were produced. 

Owing to the facilities of transport afforded by the proximity of 
the river the refineries, some 35 in all, have been built on an island 
called Nakajima formed by the river Shinano. 

Here also are the stations of the two pipe companies. 

The largest refinery belongs to the Nippon Sekiyu Seisei 
Kwaisha which was established last year. Out of a total of 700 
koku per day, this company refines 200, the Dento 100, and the 
Yamasho 80. In these three, and in some of the other larger ones, 
machinery is used, that of the Seisei having all the latest improve- 
ments. The number of stills varies, the Dento, for instance, having 
only one large one, while the Yamasho has five. There is of course 
also a great difference in the quality and cost of the refined oils. 

There are two pipe companies who, by means of 3-inch pipes, 
bring the oil from the mountains to their stations on the island. 

The Zawo Sekiyu has been established about three years, and is 
connected with Katsubo, where it also owns wells. It has ten 
tanks, two of which hcld 200 and the remainder 150 koku each, 
but only 250 koku of oil pass through their pipe daily, while the 
Nagaoka Tekkau, who are connected with Urase-Hire, bring down 
over 500. They also have ten tanks with a total capacity of 
1,400 koku. 

These pipes have enabled Nagaoka oil to be put on the market 
at a much cheaper rate than formerly, when the cost of transporting 
from the mountains was 50 sen per koku (100 sen = 1 yen) as 
compared with 124 sen now. 

As at the wells, it is only the larger refineries that are connected 
with the stations by pipes. 
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The oil is all shipped to Niigata in river boats, which perform 
the journey in from ten to twenty hours according to the strength 
of the current. The boats take 300 boxes of refined oil or 200 
barrels of mura (residuum), the freights being 2} and 4 sen 
respectively. On their return journey they bring either empty tins 
or sulphuric acid. 

It was thought that the railway, when completed, would affect 
the transport by river to a great extent, but as the station has been 
built a long way from the refineries competition ought to be very 
keen, the cost of carrying a box to the station being 2 sen, only 
5 rin (10 rin = 1 sen) less than the total cost to Niigata by boat ; 
but then of course the river is not navigable at all seasons. 

Izumozaki District—Amaze, like Izumozaki, of which it is a mere 
continuation, consists of one long row of houses situated between 
the sea and a low range of hills. , 

The wells are all close together, and most of them lie actually 
under the water. ‘The total number of Kikaibori is 28, distributed 
as follows :— 


Nippon Sekiyu Kwaisha ... 


Of these, those bored under the sea are the best. There are 
from 30—50 jinkobori (tebori) here, but the greater part are at 
present unproductive. The depth of the kikaibori ranges from 
300 to 400 ken, while the deepest jinkobori is only 100. 

The total daily output now is not more than 100 koku, of which 
the Nippon produce 50, whereas three years ago, when the wells 
were at their best, and only from 30 to 100 ken deep, a good 
kikaibori and jinkobori produced as much as 120 and 20 koku 
respectively. 

There are only two refineries in this place, one owned by the 
Nippon Sekiyu Kwaisha and the other a small private concern. 

The former is situated very conveniently, right amongst the 
wells, with all of which it is connected by pipes. It has four 
stills, with a capacity varying from 14 to 50 each, but the average 
amount refined per day is only 70 koku. The oil is shipped from 
here to Niigata at a freight of six sen per box. 

The Amaze Sekiyu was the first company established, but it 
was Mr, Naito, now president of the Nippon Sekiyu, who started 
the idea of boring under the sea in 1888. 

The year 1890 saw machinery introduced for the first time. 

Miyagawa lies about eight miles to the south of Amaze, also on 
the sea-shore, but the wells, only seven in number, are 1} miles 
inland situated in a pretty little valley called Ushiroanid, which 
accounts for the fact that in the trade the oil goes by both names. 
The wells, which are all bored by machinery, belong to the Nippon 
Sekiyu Kwaisba, the first one having been commenced four years 
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ago. The output is 70 koku per day, to which total the best well 
contributes 17. The’quality varies considerably, the oil of one well 
costing yen 4°30, while the produce of another not more than forty 
yards away only sells at 3 yen. 

The greatest depth bored is 270 ken. As the soil seems just 
suitable for torpedoes, they are to be used here. This will be the 
first time in the history of the Japanese oil industry that this 
experiment has been tried, and should it prove successful it may 
cause great changes. 

An iron pipe connects the wells with a station on the sea-shore, 
whence the oil is taken to Amaze to be refined. This line joins on 
to one from Nagamine, four miles further inland, where is situated 
what will perhaps be the most productive well in Japan. 

It is only 97 ken deep, and yet gives over 30 koku of fairly good 
oil (3 yen), which comes up naturally, so that thus far only the 
expense of boring has been incurred. 

This one well having proved so profitable, the Nippon Sekiyu, to 
whom it belongs, have started work on another, and mean to 
bore three more within the year. 

A few years ago oil was produced at Yamada, a small village 
to the north of Izumozaki, but the soil here was very crumbly, and 
several lives were lost by the collapsing of the hand-bored wells. 
There was only one kazusabori owned by the Tokyo Kwaisha. 
As the output grew less and less, all the wells were finally 
abandoned last year, and the sole erection now remaining is the 
company’s office, which is used as a school. 

Four miles further north lies Teradomaru where there are two 
small refineries producing 30 and 10 koku per day, respectively. 

They were started seven years ago with the idea of refining oil 
from Nagaoka, Amaze, and Yamada, as the harbour, such as it is, 
is conveniently situated with regard to all three places, but neither 
company has yet made any profit, as will be easily understood when 
it is taken into consideration that the cost of bringing crude oil 
here from Nagaoka is 8 sen per box. ‘The little that is refined is 
shipped direct to Osaka and Naoctsu, and has to be sold at 10 sen 
per koku more than other oil to clear a profit. 

Niitsu District.—Niitsu lies about thirteen miles to the east of 
Niigata, and since last November has been connected with that 
place by rail. There are three batches of wells in the neighbour- 
hood, namely, at Sodayama, Koguchi, and Shiwodani. 

The two former are situated not far distant from one another, 
two miles from the Niitsu station. 

The thirteen wells at Sodayama, which are all kazusabori, are 
divided between three local companies; but the total output is 
very small, only 20 koku per day. The Nippon Sekiyu had a 
kikaibori here, but deep boring proved an utter failure, owing to 
the force of the water below a certain depth being so great as to 
render the iron pipes useless, and the well and everything else was 
abandoned last year. 

- At Koguchi there are again nothing but kazusabori, fourteen 
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in all, owned privately. The first and deepest well was bored in 
1896 and is 80 ken, but the most productive is one of 60, 
which gives 10 out of a total of 50 koku per day. 

In four of these wells the oil comes up naturally, rising to a 
height of 2 feet above the ground, but both the output and rise 
vary with the weather; one well alone giving as much as 30 
koku, and the oil reaching to a height of 8 feet. In August of last 
year, when there were not so many wells as now, the daily total 
averaged 130 koku. 

The crude oil from both this place and Sodayama is taken in 
boats down a tributary of the Agano to the refineries. 

Two miles along a bad road to the’ south-east of Niitsu brings 
one to these wells, which lie close together in a valley. They are 
all tebori, owing to the fact that the nature of the soil will not 
permit of successful boring by means of a bit. 

These wells were first begun as far back as 1874 by private 
persons, but two companies, the Niitsu and Nippon Koyu, now 
share the whole of them. 

The former with fifteen wells only produces 30 koku, as 
compared with the latter’s 50. The crude oil is all sent down 
in carts to the refineries. 

These are very small, though numerous; they lie just outside 
Niitsu, along the river bank. ‘The largest, and also the only one in 
which machinery is used, belongs to the above-mentioned Nippon 
Koyu Kwaisha, but it does not refine more than 40 koku a day. 

Of the other eighteen establishments, one belonging to Mr. 
Ishizaki turns out 20, while the rest only refine from 3 to 
10 koku each. 

The railway has made no difference in the cost of the oil, the 
freights by river and rail being almost identical, 1 sen 3 rin 
per box by the former, and 1 sen by the latter ; but to this must be 
added a few rin for transport to and from station. 

Niigata.—The second largest refinery in Echigo is situated here, 
on the left bank of the Shinano, a little way out of the town. 

It was originally started in 1885, but was bought up four years 
later by Mr. Kurata, and in consequence most of the appliances are 
rather old-fashioned. However, the twenty-three stills, of which the 
largest has a capacity of 50 koku, are capable of refining more than 
250, though at present 100 koku is all that is turned out per day. 

Conveniently situated as it is for transport, oil from the Amaze 
Niitsu and even Nagaoka districts is sent here to be refined. 

There are three other small concerns, but they are unimportant. 

General Remarks:—Nearly all the tins in use at the refineries 
are old American, Russian, or Sumatran ones, only a very few new 
ones being imported for Japaneses use. 

The old tins are bought up all over the country and brought to 
Niigata. The cost of one box containing two of these varies 
considerably, ranging from 25 to 40 sen. No attempt is 
made to erase the trade marks, &c., on the old tins, but there is 
a slight difference in the method of closing them up.- ~~ > 


| 
| 


174 THE OIL INDUSTRY OF ECHIGO, JAPAN. [Aug. 1898. 


The marks on the boxes, however, are mostly planed off, and the 
Japanese ones then stencilled on. 

The fuel in use is either mura (residuum), crude oil, gas, or 
coal, according to circumstances. 

At the Nakajima refineries, where mura is plentiful and cheap, 
it is almost exclusively used, whereas at Amaze the crude oil 
when refined leaving but little residuum mura is equally used 
with coal and the gas which comes up from the wells. As the 
crude oil of the Nagaska district is bad and cheap, it is chiefly 
burnt at the wells there. Miyagawa employs both gas and mura. 
Niitsu having no machine-bored wells of course consumes no fuel, 
but the refinery at Niigata burns some 7 koku of mura a day. 

The quality and cost of the oil in the different districts varies 
considerably, as will be seen by the following table. The places 

-are arranged according to degrees of excellence. The crude oil is 
sold per koku, the refined per box of 2 to.* 


Name of Oil. Colour, Smell. R 
Yen. Yen 
best... Red do. ese 5 2°5 
poor Brown ... | Strong ... 3 1:80 
Urase-Hire... ai «| Black ... | Strong ... 2 1:25 to 1:0 
Niitsu Koguchi ... Green... | Verystrong 1:20 1°45 
Yen. 
American oil costs, per box ... 


The reason ‘of this great difference in quality and price will be 
understood when it is seen how much refined product can be got 
out of 1 koku of crude oil (1 koku = 10 to). 


Name of Oil. Refined Oil, Mura. Pitch, Paraffin. 
To. To. To. To. 
Amaze 85 1 5) 
Urase 6° 3 1 - 
Shiwodani ... 65 - 35 - 
Koguchi eee eee 45 1 - 


Mura costs about 2 yen, and what is called kikaiyu, or a very 
refined product, fetches 16 yen per koku. 

The sulphuric acid, which is used in treating the oil during the 
process of refining was formerly all brought from Osaka and 
Yamaguchi, but since last year a company called the Niigata Ryusan 
Kwaisha has started a factory cn the spot and threatens to 
monopolise the trade. 


* 1 tom 4 gallons. 
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Soda comes from many places, but is chiefly supplied by the 
Alkali Kwaisha at Kawaguchi andthe Nippon Seimi at Shimonoseki. 

Of the machinery used at the wells and refineries about 25 
per cent. is American, the rest being chiefly made at Tokyo, 
though the Nippon Sekiyu Kwaisha, who also own ironworks at 
Niigata, turn out a small proportion. 

Taking the province as a whole there are from 8 to 10,000 men 
and women who get their living from this industry, the latter 
being chiefly employed in Kazusabori and in carrying the oil. 
The wages vary from 24 to 40 sen per day for ordinary work- 
men, engineers and others get from 80 to 250 yen per month, 
some of them sharing in the profits. 

As will have been seen, there are a great number of these, but 
very few of them are really prosperous concerns. At present 
undoubtedly the most flourishing is the Koshi Hoden. It has a 
capital of 300,000 yen, and pays 70 per cent. per annum. It at 
first only owned 4:000 tsubo (1 tsubo =3°9 sq. yds.) of land, 
which it has now increased to 15,000, and next year with enlarged 
capital it means to start a refinery of its own. ; 

The Nippon Sekiyu Kwaisha is one of the oldest established and 
certainly the largest. ; 

It has wells and refineries wherever oil is produced, and with a 
capital of 600,000 yen it gives 15 per cent. 

The Nagaoka Tekkau with 15,000 yen pays the excellent 
interest of 40 per cent. The other pipe line used to be a flourish- 
ing concern too, but owing to the decrease in the Katsubo output 
investors now only get 5 per cert. on their shares. 

Of the other companies some pay a small dividend and others 
none at all, but it appears to be a business in which the most 
startling changes can be brought about in the space of a few 
months. 

The total amount of oil shipped from Niigata last year was 
500,000 boxes, but it is doubtful whether this year’s total will be 
as much. ‘The shipments were chiefly made to Kobe, Osaka, 
Tokyo, Hokkaido, Kaga, and Kchizen, for further distribution all 
over the country, but the amount exported was very small, 
consisting of 5,900 boxes for Jinsen and 1,750 for Genzan. 

It will thus be seen that the industry, though it has undoubtedly 
made great progress in the last few years, has not fulfilled the 
expectations of those enthusiasts who hoped to put a stop to the 
consumption of foreign oil, nor is their hope ever likely to be 
realised, as the wells, at least those of Echigo, seem to have reached 
their highest producing point, whereas the amount imported from 
abroad has risen from over forty-four million gallons in 1895 to 
sixty-one millions last yeay, the chief increase being in Sumatran 
oil, 
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XXII.—THE NORTHERN RAILROAD OF GUATEMALA 
AND THE OPENING FOR BRITISH CAPITAL. 


In a report on the trade and finances of Guatemala for 1897, 
H.M. Consul at Guatemala states that the Northern Railway which 
is to connect the capital with Puerto Barrios on the Atlantic coast, 
a distance of 195 miles, was first commenced in 1884, but has 
been several times interrupted. It is divided into seven sections, 
and five of these sections, viz., from Puerto Barrios to E] Rancho 
de San Augustin, have now been completed; the distance built 
being, roughly, 134 miles, leaving about 61 miles yet to be built. 

The sections built were the easiest to construct from an engineer- 
ing point of view, being the least mountainous and rocky ; on the 
other hand they are not healthy and considerable loss was incurred 
by sickness among the labourers. 

The remaining two sections are in the high and healthy districts 
of the country, but present considerable difficulties of a natural 
character to be overcome. 

The latest contract, which expired on January 31, 1898, was 
signed between the Government and the United States contractor, 
Sylvanus Miller, on March 6, 1896, for the construction of the fifth 
section of the line, from Zacapa on the south-east to El Rancho 
de San Augustin on the north-west. The railway is built on a 
three-foot gauge corresponding to that of the central road from the 
capital to the Pacific coast, so as to allow of the running of freight 
trains from one coast to the other without transhipment of freight. 

A branch line is projected from Zacapa to the Salvador frontier 
to meet. a projected Salvador line which has already been surveyed. 
A further contract was signed with Miller in the beginning of 
1897 for certain improvements and repairs on the first four 
sections, and also for a regular service of trains on the line. 

In December, 1897, Miller died, the repairs and improvements 

being still uncompleted, but his representative procured an 
extension of the allotted time from the Government for their 
completion up to July 10 of the current year. 
’ The service of trains has been satisfactory, and during 1897 
only two interruptions to the traffic took place, one being on 
account of floods on the Zacapa and Motagna rivers and lasting 
about five days, and the other owing to the insurrectionary 
movement in September. 

Thus the work for the year consisted in the building of the 
latter part of the fifth section, between Zacapa and El Rancho, 
various improvements on the other sections, and the laying-down 
of new sleepers, the painting of the large bridge over the River 
Motagna, and the inauguration of the train service as far as 
El Rancho. 

The cost of the road up to the present time is not easy to 
obtain accurately, but the expense incurred may be approximately 
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stated to have been 7,648,447 dollars. To this will be added a 
further sum of 2,393,519 dollars, or a grand total of 10,041,966 
dollars, or, at an average rate of exchange, about 836,8301. 

It is reported that the remaining 60 miles could be built at a 
cost of about 1,000,000/., and possibly a concession might be 
obtained somewhat similar to that held in Honduras by the 
United States Syndicate so far as its railroad is concerned. The 
principle terms of this concession may be here recalled :-— 

1. The existing portion of railroad is handed over to the 
company. 

2. A subsidy of 100 feet of land is granted on each side of the 
road whether it passes through public or private lands; in the 
latter case the Government is to pay the proper indemnity, and 
the company is to pay for the improvements on the land. 

When the roadway lies in inhabited sections only half this 
width is granted. 

3. The company has the right to use free of charge all materials 
necessary in the construction of the road found on-Government 
lands (provided such privilege does not conflict with rights pre- 
viously granted to other persons). 

4, For every mile of railroad constructed the Government con- 
cedes five square miles of land lying contiguous tothe road; alternate 
sections are granted when the road passes through public lands. 
When the road passes through private domains the company may 
select sections of land (under the above conditions) from the 
public domain. 

5. The development and use of minerals shall be subject to the 
mining laws of the country, and all necessary tools, materials, 
clothing for workmen, &c., are to be free from import duties. 

Such a concession, if it could be obtained, should make the 
contract for building the remaining portion of the Northern 
Railroad of Guatemala a most advantageous one, due precautions 
being taken that it was not worded ambiguously or open to mis- 
interpretation ; and that some such concession, or at least valuable 
privileges of many kinds, would be granted seems probable in the 
present state of public opinion as expressed in the newspapers. 
In an article published in the “ Bien Publico,” of Quezaltenango, 
on March 18th, the following sentences occur :— 

“Tt is not necessary that we should own the railway, what we 
do need is its use, and for this its early construction must be 
assured. 

“The alienating of the property has two advantages, firstly it 
relieves the nation of a burden which is too heavy for it to bear, 
and secondly it ensures its rapid construction by means of the 
competition of foreign capitalists. Would it not be preferable to 
sell the Northern Railroad than to impose economies and taxes on 
the people which become more impossible every day ?” 

The above remarks are reprinted in the semi-official “ Diario de 
Centro-America,” and give strength to the supposition that the 
Government would be willing to grant an advantageous concession. 
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- According to official estimates it is calculated that the income 
of the Northern Railroad would be annually from— 


Dollars. 

Freight ... sve ave 6,166,319 
Passenger traffic... as 250,000 
Total ... bs 6,416,319 


This is without taking into consideration the commodities which 
would be imported and exported to and from the neighbouring 
Republic of Salvador as soon as the projected line of road, the 
construction of which is now offered for contract, is completed. 
The said line will join the Northern Railroad at Zacapa, which 
will in consequence give the transport of Salvador goods to the 
Northern Railway to and from Puerto Barrios, a distance of 
110 miles. 

The railroad actually owes— — 


Dollars. 
Bonds and bond fide documents in circula- 
tion (2,633,925 dol. at 80 per cent.) ... 2,107,140 
Various creditors... 1,666,625 
Total ... line 3,773,769. 


The country is practically waiting for this road to be completed 
for its full development, and its commerce and prosperity will 
undoubtedly increase immensely when it is in working order under 
good and independent management, and there is no doubt that 
the country which obtains the contract for completing and 
managing the railroad will increase its trade largely in this section 
of Central America. (Foreign Office Annual Series, 2139.) 
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XXT1I.—NAVIGATION DUES ON THE LOWER DANUBE. 


The following are the principal articles in the Tariff of 
Navigation Dues as fixed by the European Commission and applied 
to the ports of the Lower Danube, according to information 
received at the Board of Trade through the Foreign Office :— 

Article 1.—Every sailing or steam-vessel and every transport 
without exception which enters the port of Sulina in ballast and 
leaves that port also in ballast, shall pay a due of 16 centimes only 
per ton register. 

The following vessels pay no dues :— 

1. War vessels. : 
2. Vessels exempted on account of their small tonnage, 
3. Tugboats when they are not employed as lighters. 


Article 2.—Vessels loading or unloading goods at Sulina or up 
river pay for each ton register the following dues :— 


Vessels loading 
exclusively at Sulina. Up river. 
Frs. cts, Frs. cts. 
From 201 to 400 tons... Ak. cate ee 1 10 
1,000 tons and upwards... 1 90 


Article 3.—Mail boats which carry on a regular periodical pas- 
senger service will be allowed a reduction of 60 per cent. on the 
dues provided by Article 2. 

Article 4,—Every vessel, whether a sailing vessel or a steamer, 
with the exception of the passenger and mail boats mentioned in 
Article 3, shall pay, in respect of her first voyage to the Danube 
in each year, the full amount of the dues applicable to her case 
under the terms of the present tariff. 

For each of the following voyages which she makes during the 
same year she will pay only 85 per cent. of the full dues, 

Article 5.—Vessels loading in the roads at Sulina shall pay a fixed 
due of 100 francs ; and the lighters which bring them their cargo, 
and which are not exempted, on account of their small tonnage, 
shall pay 55 centimes per ton register. 

Article 6.—Every vessel which enters at Sulina and does not 
leave within twelve months, is liable to the full dues provided by 
Articles 1 and 2. 

The guarantee of an unquestionably solvent inhabitant of Sulina 
may be substituted for the deposit of these dues. 

Article 7.—Every raft or float of timber leaving the Port of 
Sulina to put to sea pays a fixed navigation due, the amount of 
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which is calculated in francs and centimes according to the 
following table :— 


Dues to be paid by rafts or floats of 
timber having a draught of water 


2 of more than 
Rafts or Floats of Timber of a width z ‘ 
ft.J11 ft./13 ft.J14 £15 ft. 
o8]| to to to to to to 
 {LL £t.)13 ftj14 ft. 
Frs. | Frs. | Frs. | Frs. | Frs. | Frs. | Frs. 
Of less than 40 ft.... me oe ..-| 80} 120 | 160 | 200 | 240 | 280 | 320 
Of 40 ft. at least, and less than 50 ft. ...| 16C | 160 | 200 | 240 | 280 | 320 | 360 
Of 50 ‘ se 60 ,, ...| 240 | 240 | 240 | 280 | 320 | 360 | 400 


Of 60 mM * 70 ,, ...| 320 | 320 | 32C | 320 | 360 | 400 | 440 
Of 70 ft. and upwards... one 


Rafts and floats of timber having a draught of water exceeding 
16 feet, pay over and above the dues mentioned in the last column 
of the preceding table an additional due of forty francs per foct, 
or fraction of a foot, exceeding the draught of 16 feet. 

The thickness of the trunks forming the keel is comprised in 
the measurement of the draught of water, and the width on which 
the taxation of the raft, or float of timber, is based, is its maximum 
width. These dimensions are measured in English feet. 

Article 8.—The dues laid down in the preceding Articles 
include :— 

The dues imposed on vessels to cover the expenses of works and 
other improvements effected by the European Commission ; 

The dues now in force for the maintenance of the light-houses 
forming the system of lights for the mouths of the Danube ; 

The dues destined to cover the expenses occasioned by the 
pilotage service at the Sulina mouth as well as in the river 
between Sulina and Braila and those of the other establishments 
instituted with the view of facilitating the navigation. 

Beyond these dues, vessels are liable to no other due or claim 
whatever. 

Companies who avail themselves of the permission to have their 
vessels piloted by their own pilots will be allowed a reduction of 
20 per cent. on the navigation dues payable by such of their 
vessels as ascend the river. This reduction will be made when the 
monthly accounts are settled. If, however, a postal boat has been 
piloted by a pilot other than the one especially attached to the 
service of the company this reduction will not be made. 
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XXIV.—SPANISH EXPORT DUTIES IN 1898-99. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a translation of the tariff of Spanish export duties imposed 
by the Spanish Budget iaw of 28th June last, as follows :— 


Tariff : Valuation ; 
No. Articles, for 1897. Dutics. 
CLASS I. Pesetas. | Pes2tas. 
STONES, EARTHS, MINERALS, GLASS AND GLASS 
WARE AND CERAMIC PRODUCTS, 
Group 1.—Stones and Earths employed in Buildings, 
Arts, and Industr 
1 Marble, jasper, and ahathie in the rough, 
per 100 kilos. | 13-0 0°30 
2 Ditto, cut and prepared one 30°0 0°75 
3 Ditto, stones for 2°0 0°05 
4 Steatite ove 8-0 0 20 
5 40 0:10 
6 Ditto, hydraulic, and cement... 3°50 0°10 
8 Kaolin ... 50 0°10 
84 | Fluor-spar, heavy spar 2°0 0°05 
8B| Other stones and earthen substances em- 
ployed in building, in the arts, and in 
industry ose 2-0 0°05 
9 Ice and snow ... 8-0 
10 Mineral Waters ooo oe eee hectolitre. | 80°0 2-00 
Group 2.—Coal, Se. :— 
ll Coal and Coke ... ose «. ton of 1,000 kilos. | 27-0 0.65 
12 Jet ” 76°90 1:90 
13 Tar, pitch, creosote, bitumen, “and products 
derived therefrom ... sso + per 100 kilos. | 25°0 0°60 | 
Group 3.—Metallie minerals :— 
14 Antimony or galena, non-argentiferous, 
ton of 1,000 kilos. | 225°0 5-60 | 
15 Ditto Argentiferous, when exported to i 
France, Algeria, or Portugal “eae 300°0 15°00 
15A| Ditto when “ee to other countries... ” 300°0 7°50 
16 Other lead ores . ose 190°0 4-75 
17 Blende ... ose 40°0 1:0) 
19 Phosphorus aes 10°0 0°25 
21 ooo 34:0 0°85 
22 Cope blende mata cobriza a”) 520°0 13.00 
24 pyrites’ ... oye 12:0 0°30 
25 Carbonate of manganese one 20-0 0°50 
254 | Other mineral manganese... 57-0 1:40 
Group 4.—Glase and Glassware :— 
26 Common or ordinary hollow glassware per 100 kilos. | 35:0 0°85 
27 Crystal, and glass imitations thereof per kilogramme} 165-0 4:10 
28 Plate glass oo. 80°0 2°00 
29 Looking glasses ‘and mirrors ... ose stn 350°0 8°75 
80 Broken glass and ciystal .... 25°0 0°60 
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Tariff Valuation 
Articles. for 1897. Duties. 


Cuass I,.—continued. 
Pesctas. Tesctas. 


Group 5.—Earthenware and Pottery :— 


31 Bricks and t.les... = kilogramme | 12°0 0°30 
32 Roof tiles 15°0 0°35 
33 Mosaics ... ae per "100 kilos. | 0-60 
34 | Wall tiles 300 0°75 
35 Common pottery, glazed or not coe os 30°0 O75 . 
36 Ordinary earthenware.. gy 80:0 20) 
37 Fine earthenware and porcelain ove  * 125°0 3:10 
CLASS II. 


METALS AND METAL MANUFACTURES. 


Group 1.— Gold and Silver :— 


884 Gold bullion ... hectogramme | 360°0 9:00 
39 Gold jewellery and gold plate | ove 5000 12°50 
404 | Silver bullion ... 13°0 0°30 
40B | Silver coin 20°0 0°59 
41 Silver jewellery ‘and silver plate on ose 28°0 0°70 
42 Fragments of silver ... “ per kilogramme | 15°0 035 
Group 2.—Iron and Steel :—- 
43 Iron, cast in ingots... ose ++ per 100 kilos. 8-0 0°20 
44 Ditto, wrought, in bars sos ons ae 25°0 0°60 
45 Useless iron rails 8-0 0:20 
46 Iron and steel manufactured i in any “form ... 500 1°25 
47 Side-arms ove kilogramme 16°50 0-40 
48 | Fire-arms 30:00 0°75 
Group 3.— Copper and its Alloys :— 

49 Copper shell ... per 100 kilos} 80°0 200 
50 Black copper and old copper, bronze, orbiass,, 125°0 5°10 
51 Ditto, in torales” 160°0 4:00 
52 Ditto, in bars ... ope ose 150°0 3°75 
53 In sheets and nails”... ove 185°0 4°60 
54 Brass, in sheets... 175°0 4:35 
55 Copper, brass, and bronze, manufactured in 


Group 4.—Other Metals :— 


56 Quicksilver or mercury ose 540°0 13-50 
57 Tin 200°0 
58 Argentiferous lead in ingots, ‘when exporte1 

to France, Algeria, Italy, or Portugal ... 35°0 1°75 
58a | Ditto, when exported to other countries... ,, 35°0 0°85 
59 Ditlo, ditto, poor ose ons 26°0 0°65 
60 Lead, in tubes 40°0 1-00 
61 Ditto, manufactured i in “any fom ove ooo’ 99 38°0 095 
62 Zine, in bars and plates pom 55°0 1°35 
63 Other meta!s and their alloys ee 209°0 5:00 

CLASS JIT. 


SUBSTANCES EMPLOYED IN PHARMACY, PERFUMERY, 
AND CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES. 


Group 1.— Simple 


64 Oil of almonds .. 100 kilos.| 3€0°0 
65 Seed oils. 1090 | 2°70 
66 Refuse of olive oil 380 095 
67 Bark and othe? tarining materials 14:0 0°35 


68 Pea nuts, monkey nuts (“cacahuet ") 440 


| 
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Tariff Valuation 
No. Articles, for 1897, | Duties. 
Ciass Pesetas, | Pesetas. 
69 Liquorice POP 100 kilos. | 0 85 
70 Ditto, in extract or paste... ove as?? 3% 115°0 2°85 
71 Other vegetable products... ose 110-0 2°75 
Group 2.—Colours :— 
72 Ochres and natural earths, for painting ... ,, 8-0 0:20 
724 | Colours in powder or lumps ... 0°75 
73 Ditto prepared, paints and varnishes ong 139-0 3°25 
74 Saffron ... ove ove 250-0 6.25 
75 Cochineal ose ooo 409-0 10:00 
Group 3.—Chemical Products :— 
76 Sulphur .. ove << » 13-0 0°30 
77 Chloride of sodium (common. salt) . 1°50 0.05 
78 Tartar, crude, and lees of wine ove 1:35 
79 Cream’ of tartar ove ove 185-0 4:60 
81 Argentiferous litharge... ose “65:0 1:60 
82 Non-ar; entiferous litharge ose ose os 450 1:10 
83 Common glue ... yg 85:0 2°10 
84 Glycerine 100-0 2°50 
85 Chemical products not ‘specified 65°0 1:60 
86 Ditto, ditto, pharmaceutical ... ove per kilog. 8-0 0°20 
Group 4.— Various :— 
87 Starch ... ove 100 kilos. | 55:0 1:35 
88 Common soap .. 52-0 1:30 
89 Stearine and wax, in lumps oe 150-0 3°75 
90 Ditto, in candles she ope 4°10 
91 Perfumery and essences ose oa per kilog. 8-0 0:20 
CLASS IV. 
CoTTON AND IT3 MANUFACTURES, 
Group 1.—Raw Cotton :— 
92 Raw cotton... ove per 100 kilos. 1400 | 350 
Group 2.—Cotton Yarn :— 
93 Cotton yarn... per kilogramme 6-0 015 


Group 3.—Tissues :— 

94 White cotton tissues ... ave 

95 Dyed and printed tissues 7-0 O15 
96 Knitted tissues... “a 8-0 


CLASS V. 
HEMP LINEN AND THEIR MANUFACTURES, 


Group 1.—Raw :— 


97 Hemp, raw or hackled... eae «. per 100 kilos. | 90:0 2°25 
98 Linen, ditto, ditto 110-0 2°75 
99 Other vegetable fibres ee 535-0 1.35 
Group 2.—Yarns :— 
100 Yarn of hemp or linen oa Sek BS 280-0 700 
101 Ditto of other fibres yy 80-0 2-00 
102 Sewing thread ... 600-0 15-00 


Group 3.—Tissues :— 
104 Plain tissues of hemp and linen per 6°50 0- 
105 Twilled, ditto, ditto... ove 10:00 0 


| 135°0 3°35 
15 
25 


SPANISH EXPORT DUTIES IN 1898-99. 


(Aug. 1898, 


Tariff 
No. 


Articles. 


Valuation 
for 1897, 


Duties. 


106 
107 
108 


109, 
110 
lll 


113 
115 
116 
117 
118 


119 
120 
121 
122 
123 


124 
125 
126 
127 


123 
129 
130 
131 


132 
133 


134 
135 
136 
137 


Ciass V.—continued. 


per kilogramme. 


Tissues of other vegetable pny 
Thread lace_... 
Empty sacks 


” 
eos es each 


CLASS VI. 
WooLs, HAIR, AND THEIR MANUFACTURES. 


Group 1.—Raw :— 
Wool, unwashed ee 
Ditto, washed ... 
Hair 


.. per 100 kilos. 


eee eee ” 


eee eee eee eee eee eee ” 


2.— Yarns :— 
Group 3.—Tissues :— 
Knitted tissues ” 
Clothsand all other similar tissues of pure wool 


Ditto, with mixture of cotton Sok pace 

Baizes, and similar tissues of pure w rool were 

Ditto, with mixture of cotton 
CLASS VII. 


SILK AND ITS MANUFACTURES. 


Group 1.—Silk, raw, and spun :— 
eggs 


Silk worms’ per kilogramme 


Group 2.—Tissues :— 
Tissues, plain, of silk, pure or mixed See 
Ditto, ditto, embroidered a 
Lace or blonde ... 


CLASS VIII. 
PAPER AND ITS APPLICATIONS, 


ee eee ” 


Group 1 —Paper for and Wi 
Paper, endless .., ove 100 kilos. 
Ditto, cut for envelopes, Ke. . 
Ditto, for cigarettes ... 


Group 2.—Printed Paper :— 
Books and music paper 
Prints ... per kilogramme 

Group 3.— Various ;— 

Paper for packing 100 kilos. 

Paper not specially mentioned 

Cardboard in sheets 

Ditto, made into boxes or manufactured in 
other forms ... 


eee ” 


To be continued, 


Pesetas. 
2°00 


1-0 


115°0 
215°0 


7:0 


8-0 
16-0 
18-0 
10:0 
13:0 

9-0 


_ 
to 
o 


Pesetas. 
0°05 
4°35 
0°05 
| 2°85 
0-40 
4 = 0.15 
0-20 
0-40 
0-45 
0-25 
0-30 
0-20 
2500 6°25 
12-0 0:30 
7-0 0-15 
40-0 1:00 
58-0 145 
95-0 2°35 
1450 3°60 
145 3°60 
750 18°75 
700 1-75 
135-0 3°35 
140-0 3°50 
6°25 
300-0 750 
| 15-0 0°35 
45°0 
500-0 
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XXV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Unitep KingpoM—BELGium. 
Provisional “ modus vivendi.” 

A despatch, dated 27th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, forwarding copy 
of the note establishing a provisional “ modus vivendi” between 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the King- 
dom of Belgium, pending the conclusion of a definite Treaty of 
Commerce and Navigation between the two countries. 


Russta. 
Tariff Classifications. 


According to a despatch received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, the following classification of 
goods under the Russian Customs Tariff has been notified by the 
Department of Customs :— 

Seeds known under the name of Chinese nuts, are to pay 
duty on importation under point 1 of section 11 of the Tariff. 
Duty, one rouble gold per poud. 

The Russian Customs Department also notifies that, “ Le Tran- 
matol,” a chemical product (iodocresine), not specially named in 
the Customs tariff, may be imported duty free, under section 112 
in the form of goods, but no description of its medicinal 
qualities or its application to diseases must appear on the labels 
of the packages or explanatory matter, accompanying such 
package. 

In a later despatch, dated 27th July last, it is reported that 
fancy leather goods (hand bags, purses, cigarette cases, &c.), of 
morocco and chamois leather and kid, shall pay two roubles gold, 
and linen articles of celluloid, 40 copecks gold per Russian pound. 


BELGIUM. 
Tariff modifications. 


A despatch, dated 28th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. Plunkett, H.M. Minister at Brussels, 
enclosing extract from the “Moniteur Belge,” concerning the 
import duty on printed matter other than books, which from 
the 1st July last is to be as follows :— 


55. Printed matter (includes all matter 
printed from movable type, other 
than books, newspapers, maps, music 
and artistic engravings or litho- Francs. 
graphs) _ Per 100 kilogs. 18.00 
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Lithographic, chromolithographic, &c., 
and other prints of drawings or 
engravings on wood, metal or stone, 


not specially distinguished— Francs. 
In one or two (= cardboard Per 100 k'logs. 18.00 
colours on paper " 35.00 
In more than two f on cardboard i 40.00 
colours Con paper 70.00 
Tilustrated albums and f printed . 30.00 
pocket books all others ” 70.00 
NETHERLANDS. 


Tarif modifications. 


A despatch, dated 14th July last, has been received from H.M. 
Minister at the Hague, transmitting copy and translation of a 
Royal Decree, according to which “ exemption from import duty 
shall be granted for acetate of natrium and acetate of calcium, 

uired in the work of dyeing and printing textile fabrics, pro- 
vided that those acetates by mixture with one or more other sub- 
stances are rendered incapable of having vinegar extracted from 
them for household consumption.” 


FRANCE. 
Reduction of Harbour Dues at Dunkiri:, 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, copy 
of an extract from the “ Journal Officiel” of the 10th July last, con- 
taining decree of the Minister of Commerce by which the dues at 
the port of Dunkirk of 54 centimes and 16 centimes levied by the 
Laws of 1884 and 1890 will be reduced as follows, for vessels of a 

“ regular line ” after the first three voyages :— 

Ten per cent. for each of four voyages made in the same year in 
addition to the first two, between the Ist J anuary and 31st 
December ; 20 per cent. for each of the following six voyages; 30 
per cent. for each of the following eight voyages ; 50 per cent. for 
each voyage made in addition to the first twenty. 


F'RANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


A report, dated 17th June last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Tamatave, transmitting extract from 
the “ Journal Officiel ” of Madagascar, containing decree modifying 
the duties on certain foreign goods imported into Madagascar as 
follows :— 


Articl:s. Francs. 


I. Cattle for breeding purpose: ... ine = Free. 
XXV. Jute bags, used and un:sed ... Free. 
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Francs. 
XXXII. Cotton tissues and drills 
Tissues of cotton, plain or twilled, unbleached :— 
Weighing 13 kilos and upw ards per 
100 square metres, and having 
in warp and woof in the square 
of 5 millimetres — 
35 threads and less . Per 100 kilogs. 77.00 
36 above 118.00 
Weighing from 11 kilogs. inclusive 
to 13 kilogs. exclusive per 100 
square metres, and having in warp 
and woof in the square of five 
millimetres— 
35 threads and less 87.00 
Weighing from 9 kilogs. inclusive 
to 13 kilogs. exclusive per 100 
square metres, and having in 
warp and woof in the square of 
5 millimetres— 
35 threads and less Ee me 111.09 
36 » above 172.00 
Weighing from 7 kilogs. inclusive 
to 9 kilogs. exclusive per 100 
square metres, and having in 
warp and woof in the square of 
5 millimetres— 
35 threads and less iy aa 131.00 
36 » above ae ty 230.00 
Weighing from 5 kilogs. inclusive 
to 7 kilogs. exclusive per 100 
square metres, and having in 
warp and woof in the square of 
5 millimetres— 
35 threads and less ak 4 139.00 
», above 300.00. 
Weighing from 3 kilogs. inclusive 
5 kilogs. exclusive per 100 
square metres, and having in 
warp and woof in the square of 
5 millimetres— 
35 threads and less 287.00: 
36 »» above 550.00. 
Weighing less than 3 kilogs. a 9 620.09: 


T’RANCE—GUADELOUPE. 
Tariff Modifications. 
The United States Consul in Guadeloupe reports that changes 
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have been made in the duties on certain articles which are imported 
into the colony of Guadeloupe in considerable quantities and, 
in a great measure, from the United States. 

The following is a tabular statement of these new duties, show- 
ing the old duties and the increase :— 


New tariff. Old tariff. 
Articles. Unit. 
General.* | Minimum.+| Gencral.* Mininvam.t 
Horses : Francs. Franes. Frances. Francs. 
Stallions or geldings and | Head......... 200 
_ mares, 5 years and over. 30 
Stallions or geldings and |...do. ......... 150 
mares, under five years. ; 
, oleomargarine, - ilos. 
mentary grease, and similar | (220.46 Ibs.) ; 
substances. net. . 
Butter 30 20 13 6 
Boric acid : 
Native, from Tuscany, with | 100 kilos Free Free. Free Free. 
15 per cent. and over of 
impurities. 
160 kilos. 18 12 Free. Free. 
gross. 


This new tariff was decreed on April 9, and was promul- 
gated in Guadeloupe, May 13. 

A still more important change is soon to be made in the local or 
colonial tariff. In addition to the general federal tariff, the colony 
has heretofore imposed other duties for local expenses. The most 
important of these local duties was that known as the “ droit de 
consommation,” a sort of internal-revenue tax. From this source 
about 625,000 franes have been collected during the past year, and 
during the years since the tax was first imposed it is estimated 
that over 6,000,000 francs have been collected. ‘There has always 
been great opposition to this tax, and the French Government 
recently decided that it was illegal, and ordered the money thus 
collected to be returned. The 625,000 francs collected last year 
will probably be returned, but the far larger amounts of previous 
years may be allowed to lapse. 

The colonial government now finds itself confronted with the 
problem of raising from some source not less than 625,000 francs 
yearly. The privy council, which has been occupied with this 
question, will shortly formulate a new schedule of duties, which 
will be imposed chiefly, it is said, on flour and other articles which 
are brought from the United States, and which have heretofore 
enjoyed certain favourable discriminations. If the new duties 
merely impose a tax equal to the “ droit de consommation,” which 
they are to supersede, no harm will occur; but new articles are to 
be taxed, and it is certain that an attempt will be made to collect 


* General tariff dues are applied to articles of other than French produce or 
manufacture. 
- Minimum tariff dues are applied to articles sent to colonies from France. 


| 
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a far greater amount both to cover such claims as must be paid 
(about 500,000 francs) and to gain a greater revenue. 

The colony is now suffering from a short supply of flour and 
other food products, and of lumber, and prices have risen. 


SPAIN. 


Surcharges on Custom Dues. 


A despatch, dated 3rd July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, transmitting a 
summary of the surcharges imposed under the Budget Law of the 
28th June last, on Customs duties and special dues collected by 
the Custom-house. 

The summary is published in the “ Official Gazette,” and shows 
the aggregate sum imposed under the special surcharge created by 
Article 1 of the Law of the 10th June, 1897, which remains in 
force during the present financial year on a different basis, and 
the special War Surcharge imposed by the recent Budget Law. 
The surcharges on import duties do not affect countries having 
commercial treaties with Spain. 

The surcharges on export duties, amounting to 20 per cent.,. 
will, however, affect cork, in cubes and sheets, and rags of linen, 
cotton or hemp, as these articles are excepted from the export tax 
imposed by the Budget Law of the 28th June last, and continue 
to pay the duties under the customs tariff previously in force. 

The surcharges imposed on the following dues are :— 

(a). Twenty per cent. on the import duties imposed under the first 
column of the customs tariff now in force, &c., &c 

(b). Twenty per cent. on the export duties on cork in cubes and 
sheets, and rags of linen, cotton or hemp. 

(c). Twenty per cent. on the tax on navigation in accordance with 
part 5 of the “ Ordenanzas de Aduanas” for loading, discharging, 
documents, &c., &c. 

(d). Twenty per cent. on sanitary tax referred to in part 6 of the 
“ Ordenanzas de Aduanas.” 

(e). Twenty per cent. on the fines imposed in accordance with the 
same.“ Ordenanzas de Aduanas.” 

(f). Twenty per cent. on the warehouse duties. 

(g). Forty per cent. on the duties under tariff 5 of the Custom- 
house tariff and other special indirect taxes collected by the 
Custom-house. 

(h). Forty per cent. on the total amount of every coasting trade 
declaration for the tax on travellers and merchandise. 

In these taxes one payment will be made for the surcharge or 
surcharges of the total amount due on each document. 

The surcharge will be imposed on every payment made from the 
Ist July, 1898, excepting on declarations presented before that 
date and excepting on those referring to merchandise excused 
under International Customs regulations. 


c 


: 
| 
| 
| 
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Free Importation of Articles of Iron and Steel. 


A despatch, dated 8th July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Madrid, transmitting copy and translation of a Royal Decree pub- 
lished in the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid ” to the effect that articles of iron 
and steel conceded by the railway companies to improve the 
national defences can be imported from abroad free of Customs 
duties. 


Spain—Cusa AND PuERTO RIco. 


Importation of Manufactured Tobacco into Spain from Cuba and 
Puerto Rico. 


According to a Royal decree, a copy of which was forwarded to 
the Foreign Office by Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Madrid, on the 11th Julf¥ last, manufactured 
tobacco from the Islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico will be 
admitted into the Peninsula without increase in the special duties, 
when brought direct under a foreign flag, the regulations now 
in force as to proof of origin being observed. In cases when 
ships of the national merchant service desire to undertake this 
service they will have the preference under the same conditions on 
the judgment of the chief authority of the island. : 

This authorisation will be suspended by the Government when 
circumstances permit, and will cease on the termination of the 
present state of war. 


UNITED STATES. 


Internal Revenue Stamps for certain Imported Articles. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a Treasury circular of the United States Government, 
containing instructions relating to the requirement in the War- 
Revenue Law that internal revenue stamps shall be affixed to 
certain imported articles. 

The War-Revenue Law provides that on and after the Ist July, 
1898, “there shall be levied, collected, and paid, for and in respect 
of the matters and things mentioned and described in Schedule B 
of this Act, manufactured, sold, or removed for sale, the several 
taxes specified or set forth in said schedule.” 

The schedule, which refers principally to merchandise in bottles, 
boxes, pots, or phials such as medicinal preparations, perfumery, 
cosmetics and chewing gum, and wine (in bottles), may be seen at 
the Commercial Department, Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 11.0 and 5.0. 
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Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs Tariff, and the application of the Customs Laws of 
the United States, have recently been given by the authorities in 
that country. 

Pieces of Ivory 24 inches long, cut crosswise from elephants’ 
tusks, with the bark on, are free of duty under paragraph 519, Act 
of 1894, as “ivory, sawn or cut into logs, but not otherwise 
manufactured.” 

Japanese needle antimony is dutiable at 20 per cent. ad valorem 
as “ metal unwrought ” under paragraph 183, Act of 1897. 

Hides sent from India to a European port for shipment to the 
United States require disinfection at the port of shipment if no 
evidence of disinfection in India is produced by the shipper. 

Coal-tar sheep dip is dutiable as a chemical compound under 
paragraph 3 of Act of 1897, at 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Tobacco sheep dip is assessed for duty at the rate of 20 per cent. 
ad valorem as an unenumerated manufactured article under 
section 6 of the Act of 1897. 

Sheep dip composed of sulphide of arsenic is entitled to free 
entry under paragraphs 479 and 657 of the Act of 1897. 

Tea.—According to a recent circular by the United States 
Treasury Department, the attention of officers of customs is called 
to the following provision found in the Act approved June 13, 
1898, entitled, ‘‘ An Act to provide ways and means to meet war 
expenditures, and for other purposes.” 

That there shall be levied, collected, and paid upon tea when 
imported from foreign countries a duty of 10 cents per pound. 

Officers of the customs are hereby instructed to assess a duty of 
10 cents per pound on all teas imported on and after June 14, 
1898, the date following the approval of said Act. 

Sturgeon are migratory fish, and although caught in fresh water, 
are dutiable as salt water fish under paragraph 261, Act of 
July 24, 1897, at the rate of three-fourths of 1 cent. per pound. 

Split pearls or half pearls are dutiable at 35 per cent. ad valorem 
by assimilation under paragraph 450, Act of 1897, to “ manufac- 
tures of mother-of-pearl and shell.” 

Eels, being migratory fish and not distinctly fresh water fish, 
are liable to duty as’ salt water fish under paragraph 261, Act of 
1897, at the rate of three-fourths of 1 cent. per pound. 

Kegs of Russian sardines are assessed for duty at the rate of 40 
per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 258, Act of 1897, as pickled 
herrings. 


Drawback on Exportation of Leather Manufactured from Imported 
Hides. 


The Foreign Office has received, through H.M. Ambassador at 
Washington, copy of a circular, No. 95, issued by the Treasury 
Department of the United States, respecting the allowance of 

c2 
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drawback on the exportation of leather manufactured from 
imported hides. 

The above, which is too long to quote in extenso, may be seen at 
the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall- 
gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Unirep StaTEs—FRance. 
Reciprocity arrangement. 

A despatch, dated 1st June last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Ambassador at Washington, transmitting the 
official text of the President’s proclamation giving effect to the 
reciprocity arrangement just concluded between the United States 
and France. 

The above may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall-gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Mexico. 
Tariff Modifications. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of translation of a Decree forwarded by H.M. Consul at 
Mexico, modifying the Customs Regulations relating to the intro- 
duction free of duty of articles intended for the public service, as 
follows :— 

Article 1.—Paragraphs I., II. and III. of Article II. of the 
Customs Regulations of June 12th of 1891 are hereby cancelled. 

Article 2.—The Federal Executive can only declare exemption 
from duties on the following :—I. Arms and munitions of war for 
the Federal or State Governments. 11. Wire for the Federal 
Telegraph System. III. Rolling stock and material for the con- 
struction of the National Railway of Tehuantepec. 

Article 3.—In view of the foregoing, all other articles intended 
for the public service will pay the usual Customs duties on their 
importation, unless specially excepted by Act of Congress. 

Article 4.—When any of the articles comprised in Article 2 are 
to be imported, the respective department will furnish the Ministry 
of Finance with a detailed list thereof. 

Article 5.—They must be consigned to the respective depart- 
ments to the care of some official of that department, or in special 
cases, to some private person appointed for that purpose. 

Article 6.—The Customs officials will not despatch the goods 
until they have received from the Ministry of Finance the order 
for clearance with the detailed list of the different articles. They 
will also require from the consignee, or his representative, whether 
an official or a private person, the same documents and compliance 
with the same formalities as if the articles were subject to the 
payment of duties. 
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Article 7.—The same penalties will be enforced for infractions 
of the Customs Regulations in the case of goods intended for the 
public service as if they were for private persons, the only difference 
being that the goods will not be detained nor will bond be required 
for them. 

Article 8.—Articles intended for the service of the federal 
government will not pay municipal dues. The tariff duties will be 
payable exclusively in money, and Customs certificates will not be 
admitted. 

Article 9.—The articles intended for the public service which may 
have been ordered prior to the day on which this decree will come 
into force, will pay the usual duties, even though it may have 
been stipulated with the contractors that they were to be admitted 
free of duty. In this event the duties will be paid by the Treasury. 

Transitory.—This decree was to come into force on the Ist July 
last. ‘ 


Costa Rica. 
Export Tax on Coffee. 


A report, dated 21st June last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. Percy G. Harrison, H.M. Consul at San José, 
in which it is stated that a decree has recently been published 
exempting inferior grades of coffee from the export tax. 

The following is the text of the decree in question :— 

Article I.—The classes of coffee of small beans known as 

“thirds,” whether hand picked or not, and other classes inferior 
to these, are exempted from the export duty established by 
Article I. of Law No. X. of the 8th June, 1894. 

Article II.—That they may enjoy the exemption referred to in 
the previous Article, the classes of coffee therein indicated must 
be exported within a period which will be fixed annually by the 
Executive, and in accordance with the dispositions which the 
Executive may dictate for the execution of the law. 

Article III.—Coffee of superior classes which, with the object of 
defrauding the public funds, is declared as ‘“ thirds,” or of inferior 
quality, will be forfeited ; and the party responsible penalised in 
a sum equal to the amount of duty he was attempting to evade. 

The procedure of the Fiscal code with regard to contraband 
imports will be applied for the imposition of these penalties. 


TRANSVAAL. 


Tariff Modification. 


According to information published in the “ Deutsches Handels- 
Archiv,” the Transvaal Customs authorities have forbidden the im- 
portation into the Transvaal of old clothes, raw hides, rags, &c., 
when not made up in such a manner as to insure disinfection. 
Otherwise, when such goods are brought into the country they 
will be burnt. 


(194 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [Aug. 1898, 


CANADA. 
Preferential Tariff. 


The following information has been received at the Board of 
Trade from the High Commissioner for Canada :— 

By an Act of the Parliament of Canada, assented to on the 13th 
of June, 1898, it is provided : 

“1, That all articles except wines, malt liquors, spirits, 
spirituous liquors, liquid medicines and articles containing alcohol ; 
tobacco, cigars, and cigarettes which are the growth, produce or 
manufacture of any of the following countries, and which are 
declared to be dutiable upon importation into Canada, may, when 
imported direct into Canada from any of such countries, be entered 
for duty or taken out of warehouse for consumption in Canada, on 
and after the first day of August, 1898, at a reduction of one-fourth 
from the general tariff rates of duty.” 

The Preferential Tariff will apply to the United Kingdom, 
Bermuda, the British West Indies, British Guiana, British India, 
Ceylon, New South Wales and the Straits Settlements. It may 
also be extended by Order in Council to any other British colony 
or possession, the customs tariff of which on the whole is as 
favourable to Canada as the British Preferential Tariff of Canada 
is to such colony or possession. 

Raw sugar, including sugar drainings or pumpings drained in 
transit, melado or concentrated melado, tank bottoms and sugar 
concrete, the produce of any British colony or possession, may, 
when imported direct from any British colony or possession, be 
entered for duty or taken out of warehouse for consumption in 
Canada at the reduced rate of duty provided in the British Pre- 
ferential Tariff. 

The reduction under the Preferential Tariff will only apply to 
refined sugars when evidence satisfactory to the Minister of Customs 
is furnished that such refined sugar has been manufactured wholly 
from raw sugar produced in the British colonies or possessions. 

Copies of the “ Memorandum of Information and Instructions 
respecting the British Preferential Tariff,” issued by the Canadian 
Customs Department, of the “ Regulations for the entry of goods 
under the British Preferential Tariffof Canada,” and of the “Schedule 
of forms” that are to be used, as referred to in the regulations, 
may be obtained from the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
Victoria Street, London, 8.W., or from any of the Canadian 
Government Agents in the United Kingdom, as follows :— 
Mr. A. F. Jury, 15, Water Street, Liverpool; Mr. C. R. Devlin, 
14, Westmoreland Street, Dublin; Mr. H. M. Murray, 52, St. 
aa Square, Glasgow; and Mr. W. L. Griffith, 10, The Walk, 


t 
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XXVI.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


TENURE OF LANDED PROPERTY BY FOREIGNERS IN THE CAUCASUS. 


A despatch, dated 7th July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, transmitting 
extract from the “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 7th July last, 
containing Imperial Ukase concerning the tenure of landed property 
in the Caucasus as follows :— 

Article 1.—In the Kuban territory ; in the Black Sea Government, 
in the districts of Sukhum, Batoum, and Artveen; in the districts 
of Zugdeed, Senak, and Ozurget, the Government of Kutais, 
the territory of Kars, the districts of Erivan, Sharuro-Daralag, 
Swimalinsk, and Vakhetchivan ; in the Erivan Government ; in the 
Governments of Zangezur and Jebrail and Elizabetpol, in Jevat 
and Lenkoran, and the Government of Baku, the acquisition by 
foreign subjects outside harbour, or other municipal settlements, 
of the right to possess landed property, as well as of the right to 
possess and exploit such lands apart from the rights of ownership 
arising from contracts for hire and leasing is permitted, for the 
construction and maintenance of works and manufactories and for 
mining industries under special certificates given in each separate 
case by the Civil Governor-General of the Caucasus. In the case 
of doubt as to whether the real property is intended for one of the 
above-mentioned industrial objects, such questions are referred by 
the Governor-General with his opinion to the Minister of Finance 
or the Minister of Agriculture and Imperial Domains for final 
settlement. These regulations do not affect the rules as to the 
acquisition by foreign subjects of petroleum lands for which the 
existing law remains in force. 

Article 2.—The acquisition in those localities by foreign subjects 
of the rights set forth in Article 1 of the present Ukase by any 
means whatever, and in virtue of any general or local legislation, 
for purposes other than the industrial requirements mentioned 
above in Article 1 is forbidden, excepting only the renting of 
houses, apartments or country houses for temporary use and for 
personal accommodation. 

Article 3.—In the localities mentioned in Article 1 of the present 
Ukase, foreign subjects can secure the privileged right of satisfying 
their demands for,debts by taking as security landed property, 
but such security, and in general the prosecution of claims for the 
payment of debts, may not have the result for foreigners of 
acquiring for them as their own property such lands, nor may 
these lands come in fact into their possession and enjoyment unless 
it is proved that such property is intended for the objects mentioned 
in Article 1 of the present Ukase, i.e, the construction and 
maintenance of factories or works or for mining industries, 
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Article 4.—The force and effect of the above articles applies in 
equal measure to companies, commercial and industrial firms, and 
associations formed according to foreign laws, although they have 
received permission to work within the limits of Russia. 

Article 5.—The purport of the present Ukase is not to have any 
retrospective effect; transactions of any kind carried out in 
violation or evasion of it will be considered invalid. 


THE CoLoNIAL PropucE TRADE oF Warsaw. 


A report, dated 7th July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw on the general condi- 
tion of the trade in Colonial produce in that consular district, 
which is stated to be very flourishing. It is true that important 
firms of old standing, good for any amount, such as are generally 
to be found elsewhere in this branch of trade, are very few, whilst 
there are a great many smaller firms doing business for the most 
part on credit given them abroad, as to whose standing careful 
— should be made before credit even for a small amount be given; 
and that in the course of the last few years the place has acquired 
a bad name because a good deal of money has been lost at Warsaw 
by foreign firms, more especially German and Belgian, through 
their giving credit injudiciously; yet, in spite of this, a very 
extensive and what should be a very remunerative business is done 
there by foreign firms. 

The market is very important, and consumption is rapidly growing 
on account of the extraordinary industrial development of the 
country. There is no reason why such British firms as are ready 
to give the same credit as their foreign competitors—this being an 
absolute essential—-should not secure a more considerable share of 
the profits to be derived from this business, provided the greatest 
care be taken to whom credit is given, and customers be carefully 
looked after. This can only be done by capable and trustworthy 
agents on the spot. 

Warsaw is an important consumer of the finest coloured Ceylon 
and similar high qualities of coffee, which are chiefly imported 
from London, Mocha and Java coming next in importance: in 
Santos and other commoner sorts, Hamburg and Bremen do most 
business. Of late years, really fine Ceylon has become scarce; on 
the other hand, Java, Central American, and other coffees are 
being shipped in the husk to Amsterdam and Hamburg, where 
they are peeled and sometimes polished. Coffee, which when 
treated in this way is of a deep brilliant colour, which, however, 
soon fades, is competing more and more with genuine Cey!on. 

In all kinds of coffee, consumers have a strong, traditional 
prejudice in favour of round berries, which are much preferred to 
flat beans. 

Up to a few years ago, Warsaw used to be an important customer 
of England for tea. It is true that even now considerable quantities 


Aug. 1898.] DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 197 


of tea are imported from London, although for its supply of this 
article Warsaw has become more and more dependent on Moscow, 
where a few merchants and companies with big capitals have 
succeeded in securing a practical monopoly of the sale of tea 
throughout nearly the whole of the Russian Empire. ; 

Cocoa in the bean is an article in great demand at Warsaw, 
where the manufacture of sweets and chocolate, which is a most 
flourishing industry, forms a sound basis for trade. The qualities 
most in demand are Guayaquil and similar sorts. Competition, 
however, is very keen, as Hamburg, Amsterdam, Bordeaux, and 
Lisbon compete with London in supplying cocoa to the Warsaw 
market. 

The supply of rice from England has considerably decreased of 
late years. Cheaper kinds of Rangoon have been superseded by 
Persian rice, which is admitted into Russia through Baku, where 
mills are situated, on payment of a small ad valorem duty, whilst 
in table Rangoon and Patna the preference is given to the produce 
of Hamburg and Bremen mills. 

In this as in all other branches of this trade an active and 
careful cultivation of the business, cheaper freights, and, most 
important of all, more convenient terms of payment, have a good 
deal to do with the advantage gained by German competitors. 

Of peppers, Singapore is most in demand, Penang and Lampong 
toa lesser degree. In this article, as well as in cinnamon (cassia 
lignea), all-spice, and spices generally, the London market is as a 
rule more favourable than other places, and could, but for the 
reasons stated above, i.e. stiffness of terms and neglect of the 
market, do much more than is now done. 

For Californian fruit, apples, pears, and apricots, preserved by 
evaporation, there is a good demand, as well as for tinned lobster 
and pine-apples, the latter of which, however, must be prepared 
without sugar. 

Bourbon vanille is being imported at present chiefly from Paris 
and Bordeaux, inferior qualities being furnished by Germany, 
whilst London supplies very little indeed. 

Turning now to articles of food manufactured in Great Britain 
and imported into Poland it should be noted that all or almost 
all have been imitated in Russia, the packages, bottles, labels, &c., 
being made similar to the originals, There is, however, no attempt 
at deception, as, although they are called by British names, the 
fact that they are made in Russia is clearly stated on them, as, for 
instance, Cabul, Worcestershire, anchovy, or beef-steak sauce, or 
Albert, mixed, or alphabet biscuits ‘“‘ made in Moscow.” This may 
be flattering to the British maker, but there is no doubt that these 
imitations of British sauces, pickles, biscuits, &c,, which pay no 
duty, are doing considerable damage to the genuine article. Still, 
owing to the conservative character of the consumers, British and 
other foreign articles of that sort are still imported on a large 
scale, especially such of them as have in course of time made 
themselves a name in Russia. 
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There is not the slightest doubt but that, by careful study of 
the market, more concessions to its particular requirements, and a 
certain amount of trouble, British trade in colonials in the Warsaw 
Consular District, with Warsaw as its head quarters, could be 
greatly increased, and a large share of an important market could 
be secured in a country which at the present time is being 
developed at a marvellous rate. 


THe OFoTEN 


With reference to previous notices* in the “Board of Trade 
Journal” respecting the Ofoten Railway, Mr. Charles 8. Dundas, 
‘H.M. Consul General at Christiania, states, in a despatch to the 
Foreign Office, that special attention is just now being directed to 
Victoriashavn and Fagernces, which are expected to become the 
termini, the one for the goods traffic, and the other for the passenger 
traffic of the new railway. ‘I'wo large associations have secured 
considerable tracts of land to be sold in building lots, and for the 
eventual construction of factories and the like. In anticipation of 
the demand of bricks for building purposes, the use of which will 
possibly be compulsory, two brick-making works are already 
about to be erected in Ofoten itself, where favourable conditions 
are said to exist for their manufacture. The present price of 
bricks is very high. 

The working of different ores appears also to be on the increase. 
Experiments are being made with a score of hands at Laxaa 
Copper mines in the Ofoten Fjord near Liland. A larger concern 
is that at Edfjord, further down, where iron ore is being worked. 
This ore is said to be of excellent quality and the beds of consider- 
able extent. The mines are also advantageously placed so as to 
lessen the cost of exportation. Special arrangements in this 
respect are stated to have been made, and a steamer cargo of 
the new ore was taken direct to England at the close of June. 

The erection of iron and steel works in Ofoten is also being 
talked of. 

Water power is said to be plentiful in the neighbourhood. 

The local steamship traffic is being extended, and it is confidently 
anticipated that the telegraph and telephone service will be greatly 
improved in the near future. 

In conclusion, the district is said to be capable of much develop- 
ment, if the requisite capital can be found. At the same time a 
warning is uttered against the over speculation and too keen 
competition which, it is feared, may become prevalent in the 
neighbourhood. 


SreaM COMMUNICATION BETWEEN SWEDEN AND THE Far East. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 11th July last, Mr. 
Arthur Herbert, secretary of Legation at Stockholm, says, that 


See p. 70 of the July number, and pp. 455-6, 538-9, and 717-8, of Volume XXIV. 
(Jan. to June, 1898) of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 
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according to the ‘‘ Dagens Nyhcter ” of the 11th July, Sweden has 
for the first time been put in regular direct communication with the 
Far East and China. 

The East Asian Company of Copenhagen have ordered six 
vessels of 6,000 tons to be built, of which three are now ready, 
which starting from Copenhagen, once a month, will call at 
Gothenburg and go thence to Japan and China. | 

The first boat, the “Cathay,” was to leave Gothenburg on 
Saturday, the 16th July, and is said to steam 124 knots and be 
capable of carrying 6,300 tons of cargo. 


COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN DENMARK. 


In his last report to the Foreign Office (Annual Series, No. 2141), 
H.M. Consul at Copenhagen says :— 

‘A great many commercial travellers have come to me asking 
as to the licence, &c., which they have to obtain on arrival in 
Denmark, and without which they cannot do any business, and 
the following will explain to one and all what is required :— 

“ Payment of a tax amounting to about 160 kr., or about £9 per 
year. This tax is paid to the customs authorities on the date on 
which the traveller arrives in Denmark, and the licence is available 
for one year from date of issue. No licence is issued for a shorter 
period. 

“The licence has to be inspected by customs and police 
authorities in all towns the traveller visits. 

“ If he omits to show this he is liable to a fine, not exceeding 
64 kr. (8s. 10d.), and if it so happens that he commits the same 
offence several times, he is liable to have his original licence 
cancelled, and be ordered to leave the country. 

“When the traveller arrives in Denmark he must bring with 
him a certificate as follows :— 

“* We of the city of 
hereby certify that Mr. A. B. is our representative for Denmark, 
with instructions from us to take orders, show samples, &c., and 
generally guard our interests. 

3 “ce Date. 

“ ¢ Signature of firm.’ 


“If a traveller omits to bring this certificate with him he may 
run the risk of having his business delayed until he produces it. 

“* The certificate must be in the form of a legal document. 

“ Tf a traveller represents more than one firm, he must pay £9 
for one licence, and £4 10s. for each of the others. 

“ When a traveller arrives at any town, where he intends to 
transact business, he must have his licence endorsed, on arrival, 
by the authorities. 

“A traveller must only visit Copenhagen and the provincial towns, 
and is not allowed to visit the country merchants who reside 
outside the towns. 


L. rc. 
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* Sometimes goods are not up to the standard they are represented 
to be. This is a very grave mistake and might lead to serious 
trouble and expense. 

“ It is a well-known rule that where a buyer orders goods for 
a particular purpose known to the seller, and the goods are of a 
description which it is the business of the seller to supply, there 
is an implied warranty that the goods shall be reasonably fit for 
the purpose; besides there is a warranty implied of quality, 
fitness, and condition, and therefore it is misleading to supply 
inferior goods in the place of a better class. Actual misrepresenta- 
tion of goods is forbidden, and a contract is liable to be set aside, 
even though a person making it believes it to be true. It is 
perfectly clear that a vendor of goods has no right to represent 
them as possessing certain qualities, when they do not fulfil them.” 


TRADE OF BELGIUM WITH BRITISH COLONIES. 


A despatch, dated 23rd July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, transmitting 
statistics giving a comparative statement of the value of the 
commerce during the past year, as compared with 1896, between 
Belgium and the United Kingdom and the following British 
colonies, viz., India, Australia, Canada, Cape of Good Hope, 
Singapore, Gibraltar, Malta, Aden, Jamaica and Bahamas. 

There has been a considerable diminution in the value of the 
Belgian trade with the colonies during the past year, amounting to 
778,1601. as compared with the previous year. This has been 
almost entirely due to the large decrease that has taken place in 
the trade with India, which, according to statistics, was 823,8201. 
less than in 1896. 

This must be principally accounted for by the falling off in the 
Belgian imports from India of the following articles, viz., rice, 
palm and other vegetable oils, raw animal substances, raw cotton, 
dyes and colours, and vegetable substances, and, as regards the 
Belgian exports to India, the decrease seems to have been rather 
general than in any particular class of goods. 

The Belgian trade with Canada has, on the other hand, almost 
doubled during the past year, owing to the large increase in the 
export of wheat from Canada, and also to the large quantity of 
raw sugar exported during the same period from Belgium to 


OPENINGS FOR British TRADE IN IRON AND STEEL IN GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg, in a report to the Foreign 
Office, dated the 11th July last, says that Mr. Vice-Consul 
Hodgkinson at Bremerhaven has reported to him that there have 
been an unusually large number of representatives of the West- 
phalia iron industries lately at that port, their presence there being 
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connected principally with the supply of the iron and steel material 
for the four of the total six new steamers (for the subventioned 
line) of the North German Lloyd Company which have already 
been ordered in Germany. 

Mr. Vice-Consul Hodgkinson states that for the two remaining 
steamers to be built for this Company, British manufacturers might 
well compete ; and that he has been told by competent persons 
that British manufacturers would probably obtain orders, inasmuch 
as there is at present some dissatisfaction among the members of 
the Iron Convention in Germany ; and the six marks per ton paid 
by the North German Lloyd Company as subvention towards the 
supplies of material for the four steamers first alluded to must also 
be taken into consideration. ‘The opinion appears well founded, 
viz., that if British manufacturers would send over periodically to 
Hamburg, Bremen, and other German ports competent travellers 
as representatives, they would be likely largely to participate in the 
snpply of iron and steel wanted in German ship-building yards, for 
there is still both at Bremen and at Hamburg-a marked preference 
for plates and angles of British manufacture. 

H.M. Consul-General adds—“ I am told as a proof of this that a 
British firm has lately purchased ground at Hamburg for the 
erection of a factory for making their winches according to the 
requirements of German ship-builders; and it is said that they 
intend sending over the cast iron and other pieces from England 
in order to be fitted here.” 


EMPLOYMENT OF ARTIFICIAL SWEETENING MATERIALS IN ARTICLES 
or Foop In GERMANY. 


A despatch, dated 20th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Charge d’Affaires at Berlin, trans- 
mitting text of a Law respecting the trade in artificial sweetening 
materials of 6th July, 1898. 

Section 1.—Artificial sweetening materials in the sense of this 
Law are all substances obtained by artificial means, and possessing a 
higher sweetening power than refined cane or beetroot sugar, 
without a correspondingly nourishing value. 

Section 2.—The use of artificial sweetening materials in the 
preparation of articles of food or refreshment shall be considered 
as adulteration in the sense of Section 10 of the Law respecting 
the traffic in articles of food, refreshment, or general use of the 
14th May, 1879. 

Articles of food or refreshment, in the preparation of which 
artificial sweetening materials have been employed, may only be 
sold or offered for sale under a denomination which distinctly 
indicates the fact of such employment. 

Section 3.—It is prohibited :— ; 

1. To employ artificial sweetening materials in the wholesale 


q 
q 
- | 
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preparation of beer, wine, or beverages resembling wine, fruit 
cordials, preserves, liqueurs, and syrups. hie 

2. To sell or offer for sale beverages of the kind described under 
1 to which artificial sweetening materials have been added. 

Section 4.—Any person who intentionally contravenes the pro- 
visions of Section 3 shall be punished by imprisonment up to six 
months, and by a fine up to 1,500 marks (75l.), or by one of these 
penalties. 

If the contravention has been due to negligence it shall be 
punished by a fine of 150 marks (71. 10s.) or detention. 

Besides the above punishments, the confiscation of the articles 
prepared for sale in contravention of the prohibition may be 
ordered. If the prosecution or conviction of a particular person 
is not practicable, the confiscation can be ordered independently 
thereof. 

The provisions of Sections 16 and 17 of the Law of May, 1879, 

apply in this case also. 


MopIFICATION OF THE PrussiAN RarLways TaRIFF. 


A despatch, dated 8th July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, stating that, according 
to a decision of the Prussian Minister of Railways, a new graduated 
tariff for goods conveyed in separate packages (Stuweckgut) is to come 
into force on October Ist next. The present rate will remain 
unchanged for distances over 50 kilometres, but for greater 
distances a considerable reduction will be granted. 

The non-Prussian railway administrations in Germany were 
invited to adhere to this arrangement, but do not appear to have 
accepted the suggestion favourably. The principal objections which 
have been advanced against this one-sided extension of the system 
of graduated tariffs, are (1) that it will involve injury to those 
districts where the cost of production of certain articles is unavoid- 
ably high, by subjecting them to the competition of more distant 
parts of the country; (2) that it will encourage foreign importation 
from the frontier and the ports to the detriment of native 
production; (3) that it would seriously injure the forwarding 
agencies, whose business it is to collect goods for conveyance by 
rail, and who have been encouraged by the railway administration 
to invest a large amount of capital in the necessary warehouses, &c. 

These forwarding agencies, supported by the merchants’ guild of 
Berlin, have petitioned the Minister of Railways to make a 
corresponding reduction in the charges for whole truck loads, 
pointing out that if they were obliged to give up their business, 
more than 80 per cent. of the consignors would even under the 
new graduated tariff have to pay higher rates than they do at 
present. 

An article in the semi-official “North German Gazette” of the 5th 
July states that the Minister of Railways is disposed to consider 
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favourably the legitimate wishes of the forwarding agencies and 
other persons interested, and that the necessary supplementary 
measures will be carried out before October Ist. 

With reference to the above a later despatch (dated July 30th 
last) has been received from H.M. Ambassador in Berlin, reporting 
that, according to an article in the “ Post” of the 29th July, the 
total amount of Stueckgut forwarded by the State Railways in 
the financial year 1896-97 was 13,963,450 tons, whereas the 
amount forwarded by truck loads, collected by forwarding agents, 
was only 1,166,097 tons. In view of the comparatively small 
amount of the latter, the “ Post” is of opinion that it is not likely 
that the railway administration will extend the graduated reduction 
of freight charges to whole truck loads. 


New RAILWAY BETWEEN BILBAO AND SANTANDER. 


A report, dated 23rd July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Bilbao, reporting that the new railway 
between Bilbao and Santander was opened for passenger traffic 
over its whole length on the 21st July last. : 


THE Cocoon Crop or LomBarpDy. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated 11th July, Mr. F. 
Armstrong, H.M. Consul at Milan, states that the year’s silk 
cocoon crop of Lombardy has turned out to be a fully average one, 
both as regards quantity and quality. 

Since the opening of the markets, prices have continued to rise 
and the average will be from 30 to 35 centimes per kilogramme, 
or about 12 per cent. higher than that of last year. 

_ The cocoons are not so dry and the chrysalis is relatively heavy, 
so that the yield in silk per kilogramme of fresh cocoons will be pro- 
portionately less than the quite exceptionally geod one of last year. 

The average result of this year’s Italian cocoon crop, as a whole, 
may be taken as differing little from that of Lombardy alone. 


New STEAMER FOR RoUMANIAN MERCANTILE MARINE. 


A communication, dated 18th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Acting British Consul-General at Galatz, 
reporting that the new passenger steamer “Regele Carol,” built 
by the Fairfield Shipbuilding and Engineering Company of 
Glasgow for the Roumanian Government, has arrived at Kustenjie 
and was formally christened by His Majesty the King of Roumania 
on Wednesday, the 13th July last. ' 

This vessel, which has cost about 72,0001, has a speed of 
19} knots, and is said to be destined for a direct service between 
Kustendjie and Alexandria, in connection with a contemplated 
new express service from Berlin. 
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BULGARIAN RalLways. 


With reference to the notice on page 515 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for May last respecting tenders for railways in 
Bulgaria, a despatch, dated 12th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, in which it is stated that the tender of Messrs. 
Djoumalieff and Company for the construction of the railway from 
Radomir to Kustendil and the Turkish frontier, has been accepted. 
The firm undertake the work for 12,475,000 francs (499,000/.), or 
about 145,000 francs (5,800/.) per kilometre. 


CALIFORNIAN COLLEGE OF COMMERCE. 


H.M. Acting Consul-General at San Francisco, in a report to 
the Foreign Office, states that some time ago a special committee 
was appointed by the Board of Regents of the University of 
California to inquire into the advisability of establishing a college 
of commerce in connection with the University. This committee 
reported in favour of the undertaking early this year, and the 
measure was adopted without a dissenting voice. The president 

‘of the University has been directed to make application to the 
President of the United States to the effect that an engineer officer 
of the regular army may be detailed to act as instructor in steam 
engineering and marine transportation. It was the expressed 
judgment of the Regents that the college would expand, and 
that, among other things, iron shipbuilding and the training of 
students for a Consular career should be taught. (Foreign Office 
Annual Series, 2152.) 


Tue EFFECT OF THE SPANISH-AMERICAN W4R ON THE TRADE OF 
Vera Cruz. 


Mr. A. Chapman, H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz, in a report to the 
Foreign Office, dated the 16th June last, says, with reference to 
the effect of the Spanish-American War on the trade of that 

rt 

“Before the war Vera Cruz was visited monthly by four American 
steamers of the Ward line, three of the Spanish Transatlantic 
line, and one of the Spanish Pinillos Company. These vessels 
carried a considerable amount of freight, those from Spain 
bringing quantities of wines, spirits, oil, olives, almonds, 
raisins, macaroni, cigarette paper, &c., &., from Cadiz and 
Barcelona. Tinned provisions and other northern Spanish pro- 
ducts have the option of the French carrying trade. Each of 
these Spanish boats on arrival at Vera Cruz would pay some 
twenty-seven to thirty thousand Mexican dollars in Customs 
duties on the cargo. 

“ Besides freight, the Ward line and the Spanish Transatiantic 
Company did a considerable business in the passenger traffic. 
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“ Since the war commenced these vessels have ceased to run; the 
Ward line, however, continued the trade between New York and 
Vera Cruz in chartered British vessels, and they are now beginning 
to charter vessels with passenger accommodation. 

“Freight from Southern Spain is now beginning to arrive in 
British bottoms by the Prince line. 

“The sudden stoppage of eight steamers a month, four of which, 
however, were shortly replaced by chartered vessels, has naturally 
affected the commerce of Vera Cruz, and business has become 
stagnant for the present. 

“The Cuban market, which had become of some importance in 
consequence of the Cuban revolution and absorbed a considerable 
amount of food stuff and cattle, is now closed. 

“For the same reason the Spanish boats, instead of provisioning 
in Havana, were taking in supplies for the homeward voyage at 
Vera Cruz. 

“The revolution had also caused an export trade of Mexican 
tobacco to Key West and Tampa that is now restricted for want 
of conveyance, having depended for carriage on the American and 
Spanish boats. 

“ Homeward sea rates in British vessels have risen 25 per cent., 
and carriage in British bottoms has increased and is still increasing. 

“No doubt the present depression of the Vera Cruz trade is only 
temporary. The loss to the port in the carrying trade will soon 
be adequately replaced, and it will not be long before other 
commercial channels are found for those that are at present closed. 

“The influx of some five or six thousand Cubans to Vera Cruz 
alone is of great advantage to the country. Some 50 per cent. of 
these refugees are business men, planters, and labourers, and they 
are being absorbed into the population. A large proportion are 
entering into trade, opening up land and improving the manipula- 
tion of the tobacco industry, all of which tends to the benefit of 
Mexico. Some of these Cubans are men of property, and bring 
capital into the country.” 


STEAMERS TOUCHING AT GUATEMALAN Ports. 


H.M. Consul at Guatemala reports that the vessels of the 
Pacific Steam Navigation Company and Compania Sud Americana 
are to call once a week at the ports of San José, Champerico, and 
Ocos, getting a subsidy of 15,000 dols. silver from the Government 
of Guatemala; they call on their way north at the ports of Punta 
Arenas, Corinto, Amapala, La Libertad, and Acajutla and are to 
proceed to Acapulco on the Mexican coast, and at a later date it is 
hoped they may run to San Francisco. When this has been 
successfully accomplished the prices both for freight and for 
passengers between Central America and the United States are 
likely to fall considerably, and Guatemalan exports and imports to 
increase proportionately, (Foreign Office Annual Series, 2139). 


q 

> 
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British TRADE WITH NICARAGUA. 


In a report to the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Granada 
(Nicaragua), it is stated that the general position of British trade 
with Nicaragua in 1897 has held its own, having the largest share 
of total importations and the second largest part of exports. There 
is no reason either why these should decrease if British merchants 
will always endeavour to provide what is required for the taste of 
the country, and keep their wares as much as possible before the 
importing merchant, by samples, price lists, and catalogues. These 
must necessarily be in Spanish, so that everyone can understand 
them ; and it is preferable, when sending samples, to have the 
prices clearly marked on each pattern, instead of each piece being 
numbered and a separate price list with corresponding numbers, 
as the latter frequently gets lost or mislaid, and then the patterns 
become valueless either for comparison or ordering. 

Great Britain may be said to have no competitors in cheap 
cotton manufactured goods, and the few German cottons imported 
are not so much liked, and are generally dearer than British 
manufacture. American cotton goods have also made very slow 
progress, and of late rather less has been imported than in former 
years, on account of price, although American cotton goods are 
generally recognised as being very good quality. A few ducks 
and drills are always imported for the interior, but other cotton 
goods. of American manufacture, such as prints, calicoes, lawns, 
sheetings, d&c., are rarely seen. 

Great Britain does not have the predominance that might be 
obtained in such goods as machinery, beer, hardware, pumps, 
bicycles, paper, leather and shoemaking articles, boat building, 
paints, varnish, cement, scarves, shawls, ties, ready-made clothing, 
boots, shoes, chinaware, hats, furniture, scales, carriages, safes, 
lamps, lanterns, drugs, iron bedsteads, musical instruments, nails, 
barbed wire, clocks, watches, and agricultural implements, and 
although some of these goods may not be imported in very large 
quantities the British manufacturer would naturally like to be 
considered when an order is to be executed, and open to compete 
with other European and American firms; it is, therefore, always 
necessary for manufacturers to advertise their goods in circulars, 
catalogues, trade journals, &c., in order not to be passed over by 
some foreign maker, who, without producing perhaps so good an 
article, or any cheaper, has the advantage of being better known, 
and consquently receives the order. (Foreign Office Annual 
Series, 2136.) 


TRADE OF URUGUAY FOR THE First QuaRTER OF 1898. 


A despatch, dated 17th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Montevideo, enclosing 
statistics giving the returns of the foreign commerce of the 
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Republic during the first quarter of the present year, from which 
it will be seen that to some extent the country is recovering from 
the bad effects of the revolution of last year, though the total 
commerce is still considerably below what it was in 1896. 

The following table shows the value of the Imports and 
Exports of the principal categories of merchandise for the first 
three months of 1898 compared with similar periods of 1897 
and 1896 :— 


Imports. 
First Three Months, 
Imports, 
1896, 1897. 1898, 
$ $ $ 
Beverages in general ... °° ... 758,611 697,624 764,888 
Eatables, cereals and spices 1,028,194 915,289 1,144,863 
Tobacco and cigars ‘s do 73,361 44,464 55,627 
Textile materials ove ons 1,522,951 943,068 1,562,959 
Made clothing ai tad 490,797 240,820 416,092 
Raw material and machinery ...| 1,789,134 1,393,366 1,439,919 
Various ... 945,077 602,021 659,884 
Live stock 218,463 230,306 393,943 
Total ... | 6,826,591 5,066,958 6,438,175 
Exports. 
First Three Months. 
Exports. 
1896, 1897. . 1898, 
$ $ $ 
Live stock ae obs 632,683 486,294 139,758 
Slaughter house produce 12,474,760 7,976,199 9,114,869 
Rural produce .. wae 463,104 471,678 2,035,009 
Other produce 59,743 78,970 52,335 
Various articles ... 2 1,294 50 
Provisions for ships 27,732 23,797 19,485 
Total ... 13,658,225 9,038,232 11,361,506 


If the imports for the first quarter of this year be compared 
with those for 1897 it will be seen that there is an increase under 
all the eight categories into which they are divided, the total 
increase amounting to 1,371,217 doliars (291,8001.) 

Exports for the same period show a rise of 2,323,274 dollars 
(494,8001.), which is largely to be ascribed to the increase in the 
export of wheat, the amount exported being set down as 59,453,989 
kilogs., as against 3,214,663 kilogs. exported in the previous year. 

Maize shows a falling off: an excellent crop was expected, but 
unfortunately late rains injured the quality of the grain. 
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THE CONSTRUCTION OF A Port aT MONTEVIDEO. 


With reference to the scheme for the construction of a port at 
Montevideo, Mr. Walter Baring, H.M. Minister at Montevideo, 
writing to the Foreign Office, under date of the 21st June last, 
Says :-— 

‘ Representatives of important contracting firms, both British and 
foreign, visited this country in 1896 and in the beginning of last 
year, to study the question, but the revolution and the extreme 
uncertainty of the financial situation of the Republic naturally 
rendered it impossible for them to make any satisfactory proposals 
for carrying out the scheme. 

* Senor ete and his Cabinet have now taken up the matter 
again, and the draft of a Law to be laid before the Council of 
State is published in to-day’s newspaper. 

“The Port Scheme drawn up by the French engineer, Monsieur 
Guérard, is approved, but the Government reserves the right of 
introducing modifications as long as they do not alter its original 
bases 


“The Government will determine what part or parts of the scheme 
are to be carried out at once. 

“A sum of 900,000 dollars would be required immediately to 
commence the works, and the Government ask for authorisation to 
raise a loan of 15,400,000 dollars in 10/. bonds, at the rate of 
6 per cent. per annum. 

“To maintain the service of this debt, it is proposed to re-establish 
the License Duty (Patente) on imports which lapsed at the 
beginning of this year. This tax was 24 per cent., but in the 
Article of the draft law respecting its re-imposition the amount of 
percentage is left blank. Dues on vessels using the new port and 
the sale of certain Government lands are also to go towards the 
service of the debt. 

“The Government are to be authorised to call for tenders for the 
construction of the works from well known firms which have 
already carried out schemes of a similar nature.” 


ProposeD STeaMsHIP LINE BETWEEN VALPARAISO AND San 
FRANCISCO. 


The Acting British Consul-General at San Francisco states that 
the establishment of a steamship line between Valparaiso and 
San Francisco is being discussed in the newspapers, and the names 
of the companies interested are said to be the Compania Sud 
Americana de Vapores of Chile, and the Pacific Steam Navigation 
Company of Liverpool, which at present operate only to the 
South of Panama. The opportunity for invading the Northern 
Pacific is afforded by the expiration of an agreement with the 
Pacific Mail Steamship Company, by which the business north and 
south of Panama was divided. One of the advantages to accrue 
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to San Francisco if this line is established will be the opening of a 
market for mining machinery, a trade which has been almost 
exclusively enjoyed by eastern manufacturers through shipments 
to South America, vid Panama. The line would also compete with 
the Pacific Mail for business between Mexico and Central America 
and San Francisco.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 2152.) 


CoMMERCIAL TRAVELLER TAX IN THE ConGco STATE. 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Minister at 
Brussels a copy of the Official Bulletin of the Congo Free State, 
dated June last. Amongst other information concerning the trade, 
&c., of the Congo, there is a decree relating to commercial travellers, 
as follows :— 

“ Article 1 of the Order of the 29th August, 1896, is modified 
as follows :—Any person, except a merchant’s interpreter, working 
in the Free State as commercial agent, traveller, pedlar, shop- 
keeper, &c., is liable to an annual tax, fixed at 500 francs, unless 
the legal regulations as to direct and personal taxation have 
already been applied.” 

The merchant’s interpreter has to pay an annual tax of 10 francs, 
unless a tax has already been paid for him by his employer, as 
workman or servant. 


TRADE OF TOGOLAND IN 1897. 


A despatch, dated 8th July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, transmitting tabular 
statement of the value of the imports and exports of the German 
Protectorate of Togoland for 1897, as follows :— 


1897 1896"  1895* 
£ £ £ 

Imports  ... 99,000 94,000 ‘117,000 

Exports ... 39,000 ~—-83,000 152,000 


Total ... ... £188,000 177,000 269,000 


TRADE OF GERMAN SoutH West AFRICA AND WALFISCH Bay 
IN 1897. 
A despatch, dated 16th July last, has been received at the Foreign 


Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, enclosing copy of a 
statement published in the “ Kolonialblatt,” showing the import 


* The figures for 1895 and 1896 are added for convenience of comparison. 
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and export trade of the German South West African Protectorate 
in 1897, as follows :— 


Imports. £ 
By German Ports... 226,303 
» Walfisch Bay... 14,973 
Total .., £244,366 

» Cape Colony ... 44,625 
» United Kingdom 15,252 


Total ... .. £244,366 


Exports. £ 
To Germany ... dine 7,557 
», United Kingdom... ... 53,590* 
Total ... ods £62,337 


Ivory TrRapE oF GERMAN East AFRICA. 


A despatch, dated 16th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, enclosing a 
statement of the amount of ivory exported from the German East 
African Protectorate during the year 1897, which was published 
in the official “‘ Kolonialblatt” of the 15th July. 

The total amount exported at the eight ports enumerated was 
11,029 tusks, weighing over 73 tons. 


CoMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMEROONS. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy of extract translated from the “Cologne Gazette,” of July 
22nd last, which states that, according to the published official 
returns, there were at the beginning of the present year, thirty 
firms and companies in the Cameroons. The European personnel 
numbered 110 managers or agents. According to the Acting- 
Governor’s report, the officials stationed at Rio del Rey have 
succeeded in suppressing the smuggling trade carried on from 
Old Calabar. A great increase in the trade in oil and nuts is the 


* Of which 52,6007. is for guano alone, 
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result, and traders come across the frontier to do basiness in 
German territory. In the interior, however, the trade route goes 
through English territory, and ivory and india-rubber are exported 
from the English ports. The traders from Calabar go up the 
Akwa Yafe to Esu Ororop, and there fit out caravans to be 
dispatched into German territory, vid Okobo or Nkuri. It is 
therefore of importance to arrange for custom-houses at these 
two points. 

Owing to competition with Cameroon, the traders of Rio del 
Rey are sending out expeditions into the interior, and are estab- 
lishing stations along the frontier from Okobo to Cross River. A 
road has been made from Victoria to Buea, and the station at the 
latter place is being rapidly brought to completion. The popula- 
tion are, on the whole, friendly, and though there was at first 
difficulty in obtaining labour, workmen are now to be had in 
plenty, and at cheap rates. The climate at Buea seems healthy ; 
malaria is unknown. The station Albrechtshohe was fairly healthy. 
The natives were ardent fetish worshippers, but since the capture 
of their chief have been fairly quiet. Trade was carried on in 
rubber, oil, and nuts, also to a certain extent in ivory and ebony. 
In a plantation at Mundame 1,000 cacao trees have been planted. 
There is no scarcity of labour. Cattle have been introduced. At 
the station at Lolodorf the outbreak of the bane arrested the 
progress of the district. Campo was prosperous. The Woermann 
firm intend to establish a plantation there. One plantation has 
already about 20,000 cacao trees. Bricks have been made with 
success. 


XXVII—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING ‘THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL. 


The “Canal de Suez Bulletin ” recently published tables showing 
that the total number of vessels passing through the Canal in the 
month of April last was 306, of a gross tonnage of 1,111,406 tons. 

Of these 306 vessels, 211 were English, with a gross tonnage of 
783,580 tons; 28 German, 96,130 tons; 17 French, 68,974 tons ; 
19 Dutch, 49,613 tons; 10 Austro-Hungarian, 38,662 tons; 
4 Russian, 19,222 tons; 3 Spanish, 14,354 tons; 4 Italian, 
12,948 tons; 5 Norwegian, 12,061 tons; 2 Japanese, 11,201 tons; 
2 Ottoman, 4,068 tons; and 1 Swedish, 593 tons. 


THe Betrast LINEN TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board, as 
published in the “Irish Textile Journal,” in no department of 
the market was the month of June productive of any material 
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change. A quiet, steady demand was maintained, and the amount 
of fresh business put through would in many cases figure out to a 
fair average for the time of year. Prices all round were fairly 


There was a very limited demand for flax all through the month 
at quotably unchanged prices. Growing crop made better progress 
under the more favourable weather conditions. 

As might have been expected from the state of trade and the 
number of looms on short time, demand for yarns was not vigorous, 
though it cannot be said that stocks were abnormally heavy. 

June is usually a slack month in continental trade, and this 
year was no exception. Demand was very quiet and was expected 
to remain so till the end of August. Shipments in execution of old 
orders continued regular, Spain and Italy excepted. 

Although no great change took place with the United States 
market, on the whole business showed some increase, though fresh 


orders were far from plentiful.” 


With the miscellaneous markets there was a fair trade done, 
and the tendency was, if anything, towards improvement. The 
South American markets were rather more than holding their 
own, and with Canada there was an increasing amount of business, 
though on the other hand with Australia there was some falling off 
in demand. 


Imports OF Pic Iron aND UNWROUGHT STEEL INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from the 
Secretary of Her Majesty’s Customs, the amount of pig iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during each month—January- 
July, 1898, inclusive, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


1898. Tons. £ Tons. £ 
February ose 7,464 16,657 1,776 11,959 
March ... ae bee 5,156 10,951 2,772 12,369 
April ... 5,094 11,116 3,013 13,099 

June... 2,249 5,169 2,325 11,248 


7,707 2,842 | 14,046 


Twelve months ended Dec. 3lst,1897| 91,196 | 209,275 25,927 128,892 
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4 Kew GarDENS’ BULLETIN. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of the Bulletin of 
Miscellaneous Information issued from the royal gardens at Kew, 
for July, 1898. The number contains much useful information 
with reference to African plants, Fiji: India-rubber, San José 
Scale, Chillies, &c. 


Tae Export or Spirits FROM Russia IN 1897. 


It appears from a recent report of the United States Consul at 
St. Petersburg that, according to official information, the export 
of pure spirits amounted to 6,462,462 gallons in 1897, against 
5,870,366 gallons during 1896 and 5,640,558 gallons during 1895 ; 
that is, 1,092,096 gallons, or 20°3 per cent. more than in 1896, and 
821,909 gallons, or 14°6 per cent. more than in 1895. Of this 
amount, rectified spirits represented, in 1897, 2,055,226 gallons; 
in 1896, 1,455,510 gallons; and in 1895, 1,844,932 gallons. 

The export of rectified spirits in 1897 was 599,716 gallons, or 
41:2 per cent. greater than in 1896 and 210,294 gallons, or 11-4 
per cent. greater than in 1895. Thus the export of spirits increased 
greatly in 1897, especially the export of rectified spirits. The 
total export of spirits increased in all the sea custom-houses, with 
the exception of Reval, and decreased in the overland custom- 
houses. ‘The export of rectified spirits increased in the Odessa, 
Libau, and Reval custom-houses and decreased in the overland 
custom-houses. 


PRODUCTION AND Imports OF IRON AND STEEL IN Russia. 


According to figures given in the Russian “ Viestnik Financoff,” 
the total production of pig iron in the whole Empire in 1897 was 
118,982,394 pouds, and the production of manufactured iron and of 
steel was respectively 30,610,984 pouds and 52,963,928 pouds. 
(Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois.) . 

As regards Finland and the mines of the “ Imperial Cabinet,” 
the figures are a repetition of those for 1895, there being no later 
particulars. The total as given above is not much vitiated by this 
fact ; firstly, because the production of Finland and the “ Imperial 
Cabinet,” mines varies hardly at all from year to year, and secondly 
because, in any case it is but a small fraction of the total; thus 
1,610,000 pouds of pig iron, 730,619 pouds of manufactured iron, 
and 393,960 pouds of steel represent the figures for 1895. 

The following statement is given showing the total production, 
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imports, and consumption of pig iron for the Russian Empire in 


each of the last four years :— 


1894, 1895. 1896. 1897, 
Pouds, Pouds. Pouds. Pouds. 
Pig iron produced... 80,144,000 | 88,785,000 | 98,414,000 | 113,982,000 
» 9» +imported* 47,511,000 | 47,496,000 | 51,126,000 | 52,247,000 
Total consumption + «++ 127,655,000 | 136,281,000 | 149,540,000 | 166,229,000 
Proportion of imports to Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
consumption ... one 38 B42 31°4 


Buast FURNACES IN THE UNITED STATES. 


On June 1, 1898, the “ American Manufacturer” of Pittsburg 
reported 189 furnaces in blast, with a weekly capacity of 226,033 
The record for the previous month showed 193 furnaces 
in blast, the weekly capacity of which was 232,848 tons, hence 
there was a net decrease of four in the number of active furnaces, 
and a net decrease of 6,815 tons in the weekly capacity. The 
most of the changes were in the coke furnaces. 
table shows the blast furnace situation at present, as compared 
with the corresponding period a year ago :— 


Number of blast furnaces in blast in the United States, 


tons. 


June 1, 1897, and June 1, 1898. 


Anthracite and coke 
Bituminous... 
Total 


On June 1, 1898, there were nine of the 33 furnaces in blast in 
the Lehigh Valley, seven out of nineteen in the Schuylkill Valley, 
seven out of sixteen in the Susquehanna Valley, and seven out of 


twelve in the Lebanon Valley. 


June 1, 1897. June 1, 1898. 
Weekly Weekly 
No. capacity. No. capacity. 
13 674 20 6.276 
26 =17,268 84 25,244 
107 150,176 135 194,513 
146 170,118 189 226,033 


Sreamsuip Contract IN NICARAGUA. 


The United States Consul at San Juan del Norte has forwarded 
to his Government a copy of the contract between the Government. 


The following 


* A fictitious figure arrived at by adding together the imports of (@) pig iron, 
(+) manufactured iron and steel (¢.g., rods, plates, rails, &c.), (¢) iron and steel 
wares, and (d) machinery and apparatus. 

These figures in 1897, were :—(a) 6,238,000 pouds ; (0) 24,294,000 pouds ; (¢) 


1,834,000 pouds ; (7) 4,545,000 pouds. 


(b), (c) and (d) are then converted into pig iron at the rate of 14 pouds of pig 
to1 poud of manufactured = 46,009,000 pouds which, added to the 6,233,000 ponds 
of pig iron, gives the total 52,247,000 as shown above, for 1897, 


Nothing said as to exports, 


i 
q 
q 
| 
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of Nicaragua and the Pacific Steam Navigation and South American 
Steamship Companies, of Valparaiso, Chile. The principal features 
of the contract are as follows :— 

The companies are to run a service according to an established 
itinerary between Valparaiso, Chile, and ports of Central America 
as far as Ocos, Guatemala. A steamer shall arrive once every 
week at Corinto or San Juan del Sur and make two connections 
each month at Colon for New York. In case of the extension of 
the service to Mexican or Californian ports, the itinerary may be 
modified ; but in no case shall the steamers touch at Corinto or 
San Juan del Sur less than four times a month. The steamers are 
to carry the mails according to the proper regulations, and to 
conyey with a rebate of 25 per cent. from the usual tariff workmen, 
farmers, mechanics, and all others who may immigrate to the 
State, when coming under contract or engaged by the Government. 
The same reduction will be made for the transportation of Govern- 
ment cargo and of troops in times of peace ; and six round-trip first- 
class passages between the ports of Corinto and San Juan del Norte 
will be furnished gratis to the Government. The usual stay of the 
steamer in each port shall be six hours; but the Government may 
detain it for twelve hours. During the coffee season, each boat 
shall reserve space for not less than 150 tons for each trip. The 
steamers shall be exempt from customs dues, maritime or port, 
fiscal or municipal charges, and the companies shall have the free 
use of the national telephones and telegraphs in the service. For 
each time that the steamers fail to follow the itinerary or are more 
than eight days late a fine of 100 pesos (about 71. 12s.) will be 
imposed. 

The Pacific Steam Navigation Company has the right to extend 
the service of its boats that ply in the cattle traffic on the coast of 

Colombia from Panama to Chiriqui, to San Juan del Sur, Corinto, 
or other port in Nicaragua; if these trips are made, the steamers 
will have the privileges specified in this contract. 

The companies are to submit the itinerary and freight and 
passenger tariff to the Government before they go into effect. 
The companies are not to carry troops or munitions of war from any 
port at which they touch to a port in Nicaragua, when it is evident 
that war or pillage is intended. Wines, liquors, or other dutiable 
articles are not to be sold in the ports by employees of the 
companies. The companies can maintain coal deposits, either on 
land or on floating pontoons, without import or other charges. 

For the services above stipulated, the Government is to pay the 
companies an annnal subvention of 9,000 pesos (about 684J.), the 
payments to be made every three months. Differences which 
arise between the Government and the companies in regard to the 
interpretation of the contract shall be referred to arbitrators. 
The contract is to take effect from the date that the first steamer 
leaves Panama and will last two years, with the option of con- 
tinuing two years longer if notice of abrogation is not given three 
months before its expiration by one of the contracting parties. . 
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Conco TRADE IN 1897, 


Under date of April 14th last, Mr. Van Estrelde, Secretary of 
State of the Congo, submits his annual report for 1897, on the 
commercial situation of the Free State. 

From this document it appears that the general foreign trade, 
imports and exports combined, amounted last year to nearl 
1,649,000/., of which 704,000/. was in exports, and 945,000/. in 
imports. This total exceeds by about 400,000/., or more than 
31 per cent., the total for 1896. 

In this total of nearly 1,649,000/., the special trade (which 
includes only the exports of products produced within the boundaries 
of the Congo and the imports of such foreign merchandise as is to 
be consumed in the country) was as follows :—Imports, 609,0351.; 
exports, 891,880/. The figures for the special trade show an 
increase of more than 35 per cent. over the total of 1896. They 
exceed by more than 140 per cent. the amount of this special trade 
in 1893, showing that the commerce of the Belgian Congo is now 
about two and one-half times as important as it was five years ago. 

The United States Consul at Ghent, from whose recent report the 
above is taken, says that the development of the export trade is due 
in a large measure to the extension which the rubber traffic has 
experienced. In 1893 the custom-house authorities noted the 
exportation of 532,742 pounds of this article; in 1894, 745,718 
pounds; in 1895, 1,271,220 pounds; in 1896, 2,904,748 pounds ; 
last year it amounted to not less than 3,665,548 pounds. 

The share of Belgium in the import trade materially increased 
during 1897; it forms 73 per cent. of the total. Cotton textiles, 
as formerly, represented the greatest proportion of this increase ; 
they amounted to 181,000/. in value (being 11 per cent. more than 
the figures of 1896), of which sum Belgium imported to the value 
of 128,700/., or about 72 per cent. After textile goods, the 
principal Belgian merchandise imported into the Congo consisted 
of food products, metal ware, brass ware, railway supplies, 
machinery, tools, clothing, hardware, engines, boats, glassware, 
and firearms. The quantity of spirits introduced again slightly 
decreased ; in 1895 there were imported 387,172 gallons of alcohol, 
the following year the quantity decreased to 321,204 gallons, and 
last year it fell to 300,664 gallons, or 0°94 per cent. of the total 
trade. 

Side by side with the commercial development the public 
revenues are increasing. ‘The real receipts of the State, that is to 
say, its normal resources—the royal subsidy, the advances of the 
Belgian Government, and all other extraordinary resources being 
deducted—amounted to about 358,8511. 


ConTRACT FOR RatLway IN CHINA. 


The American Consul-General at Shanghai, under date of 
May 4th, 1898, reports that bids for track material for the imperial 
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railway had been requested, including 4,000 tons of rails, 265 tons 
of fish plates, 26 tons of track bolts, and 90 tons of track spikes. 
The rails are to be each 30 feet long, weigh 85 pounds per yard, 
carry 24 tons in the centre, and be 5 inches high by 53 inches at 
the base. The Consul-General notes that the shape of the rail is 
not the standard employed in the United States. Bids were to be 
received until April 30th, 1898, and the material is to be delivered 
at Tientsin—one-half before August 31st and the remainder before 
September 30th. The freight, insurance, &c., adds Mr. Goodnow, 
amount to 5.50 dols. gold per ton from Chicago, 7 dols. per ton 
from New York, and 7.50 dols. per ton from London or Antwerp. 

Of the fifteen bids received nine are for English rails, one is for 
rails from Belgium, and five are American. 

Under date of May 14th, 1898, the Consul-General informed the 
United States Government that the contract has been awarded to 
A. §. Fobes, an American citizen representing an English 
establishment, as follows :— 


Per ton 

d 
4,000 tons (2,240 pounds) steel rails vole 6 0 0 
Sufficient fish plates for above... ene 9 0 0 
Sufficient track bolts for above... 
Sufficient spikes for above... ... 


One-third,of the price is to be paid with the order, one-third on 
shipment, and one-third on delivery. 

As the Taku wharf, according to the Consul-General, has only 
12 to 13 feet of water during spring tides, it will be necessary to 
lighter the iron about 15 miles before it reaches the wharf where it 
is to be placed. 


PETROLEUM TRADE IN CHINA, 


The “ New York Engineering and Mining Journal” states that, 
according to a report from the United States Consul at Shanghai, 
the imports of petroleum into China in 1896 and 1897 were as 
follows, in gallons :— 


1896. 1897. 
Gallons. Per cent. Gallons. Per cent. 
American 933,020,649 48,212,505 
Russian 28,285,000 42:2 86,924,125 37:1 
Langkat (Sumatra) 5,151,873 7°7 14,212,278 143 
Total 66,957,522 100°0 99,348,908 100:0 


The total increase shown in 1897 was 32,391,386 gallons, or 
48-4 per cent. This was not equally distributed, for, while the 
gain in American oil was 14,691,856 gallons, or 43°8 per cent., 
that in Russia was 8,639,125 gallons, or 30°5 per cent., while 
Sumatra oil, which is comparatively new in the Chinese market, 
gained 9,060,405 gallons, or 1758 per cent. 
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PETROLEUM TRADE OF COREA. 
According to a report from the United States Consul-General, 
H. N. Allen, the imports of petroleum into Corea for the last two 
years have been as follows :— 


1896. 1897. 
galls. galls. 
American .., 1,849,740 2,010,820 
Russian 264,530 158,300 
Japanese 6,500 42,480 
Total ... ... gallons 1,620,770 2,314,830 


The Consul’s report says that the Standard Oil Company com- 
pleted the erection of extensive and substantial warehouses on an 
island in the harbour of .Chemulpo in 1897 and has appointed an 
American firm regular agents to handle its kerosene. The natives 
have largely substituted this illuminant for the old vegetable oils 
in the districts near the open ports, and it is finding its way into 
the interior. A vigorous attempt was made to introduce Russian 
oil, but it was too heavy for use in the cold weather and too smoky. 
It soon spoiled the white wall paper of the Corean rooms, as well 
. as the white clothes of the people. It will probably not figure 
largely in the customs returns hereafter. Some Langkat oil from 
Sumatra was introduced in cases made in imitation of those of the 
American company, but the tins were poor, and the oil leaked so 
badly that purchasers did not care for it. 


GoLp IN CorEA. 


A report from Consul-General H. N. Allen, to the State Depart- 
ment at Washington, says that in 1897 the American gold-mining 
operations in Corea assumed large proportions. The concessionaire, — 
Mr. James R. Morse, having made a sub-concession to another 
American, Mr. Leigh Hunt, this gentleman interested capital to 
such an extent that the work was placed upon a good footing and 
the prospects for the present year are said to be excellent. Ten 
stamps are being added to the present stamp mill; anew 40-stamp 
mill is now on its way to the mines, and large shipments of other 
mining machinery are being constantly received from America. 

The Germans have a concession for a gold mine, similar to the 
concession for the American mines. German experts are now in 
the interior prospecting for the location, 

Exports of gold from Corea were 126,0001. in 1896, and 
211,000/. in 1897. The imports of gold were only 5801. The 
imports of silver were valued at 343,000]. in 1897, while the 
exports were 194,000/. 


TRaDE oF Cyprus IN 1897. 
According to statisties, furnished by the Italian Consular Agent 


Aug. 1898.] — GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 219 


at Larnaca, and published in the “ Bolletino di Notizie Com- 
merciali,” the value of the trade of Cyprus for the year ended 31st 
December, 1897, was as follows :— 
£ 

The principal articles imported were cotton goods of all kinds 
(51,0621.), tobacco in the leaf (12,042/.), flour (11,4437.), and hides 
(13,2431.) 

The chief exports were carobs (76,518/.), live stock (30,0731.), 

wines (29,5271.), and silk cocoons (13,145/.) 


Woo.uen Mitts IN INDIA. 


According to information received from the India Office, there 
were five woollen mills at work at the close of 1897—one at 
Cawnpore, one at Dhariwal in the Panjab, two in the city of 
Bombay, and one at Bangalore. There were six in 1896, but one 
of them—a small hosiery factory in Bengal—ceased to work in 
1897. The total number of looms and spindles has, however, 
increased ; and there were 548 looms and 19,856 spindles at work 
at the end of the year. Although the industry has expanded 
largely and quickly, it is still comparatively small, the capital 
employed in it not exceeding Rx. 330,000. The fabrics made at 
present consist mainly of the class of coarse goods for which the 
inferior and short stapled Indian wool is best adapted, such as 
blankets, greatcoats for the police and native soldiery, and 
materials for servants’ clothing. Serges and other cloths and 
hosiery, of excellent quality, are made in the Cawnpore and 
Dhariwal mills with an admixture of finer imported wool, but the 
manufacture of superior goods is as yet limited. 

There are in various places factories for the weaving of carpets 
and rugs, and of pattu and pashmina, but handlooms are employed 
for these industries, and the weaving places are not mills. 


THE NEWFOUNDLAND TRANS-INSULAR RAILWAY. 


The “ Railway Age” (Chicago) reports that the Newfoundland 
Trans-Insular Railway is completed and the first through train 
across the country left St. Johns, the eastern terminus, June 29, 
arriving at Port aux Basques, the western terminus, covering the 
distance of 548 miles in 24 hours. At Port aux Basques the fast 
ferry steamer Bruce, with a speed of 17 knots, takes passengers 
aboard for Sydney, Cape Breton, landing them there in six hours, 
and connecting with the railway system of Canada and the United 
States. This service gives Newfoundland a tri-weekly connection 
with the American continent. 
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REVENUE ReTuRNS OF CaPE COLONY. 


A communication has been received from the Agent General for 
the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “Cape of 
Good Hope Government Gazette” of June 21 last, from which it 
appears that the total unaudited revenue, including railway receipts, 
in the month of May last was 536,4971., as compared with 588,3101. 
in 1897. 

For the eleven months, July—May, 1897—8, it amounted to 
6,139,792I., as compared with 6,804,763. in 1896—7, 


TRADE OF THE CAPE. 


Communications have been received from the Agent-General for 
the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “ Cape of Good 
Hope Government Gazette,” from which it appears that the value 
of the imports into the colony for the five months ended 31st 
May, 1898, including specie, amounted to 6,979,0041., as compared 
with 7,963,110l. for the corresponding period of 1897. 

With regard to the exports, the total value for the five months 
ended 31st May, 1898, including bullion and specie, was 
10,149,629/., as compared with 8,408,361/. for a like period in 
1897. 


AGRICULTURAL PropucE BounTIES IN VICTORIA. 


The “ Australasian Trade Review” publishes the following table, 
showing at a glance what has been done in the way of bonuses in 
- Victoria by the Agricultural Department. ‘The sums paid represent 
moneys disbursed up to the 13th of April, 1898 :— 


Bonus for— Amounts ae 
s. d. 
Growth of general vegetable products ... 5,729 0 0 
Growth and cultivation of forest trees ... 1517 6 
Growth: of vines and fruit trees ... 40,526 12 6 
Establishment of factories— 
Vegetable oil ... 106 16 6 
Fruit canning and drying’... inn 590 7 10 
Butter and creameries - ... 930,387 16 2 
Raisins, currants, figs and prunes ... 6,852 8 5 
Insecticide... 3410 0 
Tobacco 737 16 6 
Flax and hemp. ae op wie 3815 6 7 
Export of butter... ae ese ... 103,681 0 4 
Export of cheese... ose 
Export of honey ... ose ae eee 506 2 4 
Export of green fruit ... 
Establishment of wineries aN 0 
£199,400 6 8 


_ Aug. 1898.] | PROCEEDINGS OF THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 221 


In the case of the beet sugar industry, no bonus was given, but 
the Government have given assistance by advancing 2l. to every 
11. raised by beet sugar companies at 4} per cent. interest re- 
payable in 42 half-yearly instalments. Of the above bonuses— 
those for the growth and cultivation of forest trees, for the establish- 
ment of vegetable oil, and flax and hemp factories, for the export 
of green fruit and for the establishment of wineries—are still in 
force. 


BicycLes IN NEw ZEALAND. - 


The “New Zealand Trade Review” states that the number of 
bicycles imported into the colony in the year ended March 31st 
1898, was 10,013 of a value of 107,218/. The value of bicycle 
materials imported during the same period, was 60,945/., and the 
total duty paid amounted to 27,8001. The “Trade Review ” adds 
that there are symptoms of the trade being over-done. 


XXVIII.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bradford.—A meeting of the council of this chamber was held 
on July 27th last, Mr. Henry Sutcliffe, president, in the chair. 

Minutes were adopted which showed that a joint meeting had been 
held on July 21st of representatives of the chamber and of the Brad- 
ford Trades Council to consider the question of the formation of a 
_ board or boards of arbitration for the settlement of disputes arising 
under the Workmen’s Compensation Act, and toascertain, if possible, 
the extent of the duties which it was likely would be thrown upon such 
a board. After a long discussion, Mr. H. B. Priestman had 
proposed and Alderman C. L. Robinson seconded—“ That this 
joint committee is of opinion that a board or boards of arbitration 
should be formed for the settlement of disputes arising under the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act.” It was proposed as an amend- 
ment—‘ That this meeting recommends that an arbitration 
committee under the Act be appointed, and that if experience 
proves necessary, other similar committees be subsequently 
formed.” This was not seconded, and the original resolution was 
carried. After some discussion as to the powers of such a board, 
the secretary of the chamber was requested to write to the Home 
Secretary and ask the following questions :— “Supposing an 
arbitration board be duly formed under the Act, would that board 
have power to delegate its authority to any number of members of 
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‘the board, and would, in that case, the decision of such number be 
 final—that. is, taken as the decision of an ‘ arbitrator’ under the 
-Act with or without referring the question back to the whole 
‘board?” A discussion then took place as to the extent of the 
duties likely to fall upon the board. Eventually it was decided to 
“report that it was impossible to form any idea on the point, it 
‘being largely a matter of conjecture. 

Bristol.—At the recent ordinary monthly meeting of this 
Chamber, Mr. Joseph Holman in the chair, a discussion took 
place on the report of the Docks Committee just issued with 
reference to Portishead Dock, the question being again adjourned 
until the meeting of the Chamber on August: 24th. 

__ The President reported that he had signed a memorial on behalf of 
the Chamber to the Right Hon. A. J. Balfour, M.P., First Lord of the 
Treasury, urging upon the Government to adopt the metric weights 
and measures in the Custom House and Post Office, and in the 
departments which deal with contracts. Also that, as a beginning 
they should at once have the metric weights and measures placed 
side by side with those now in use in all specifications and statistics. 
It was pointed out that although the limit of weight of inland 
letters has recently been increased to four ounces for one penny, 
the allowance for letters to foreign countries within the Postal 
Union remained unchanged. Under the existing arrangement a 
letter posted from England to France, for instance, costs 24d., but 
from France to England it costs 25 centimes, the English rate 
slightly exceeding the French. Notwithstanding this, English 
letters must not exceed half an ounce in weight, while the limit 
for a letter from France is 15 grammes, or over 5 per cent. 
more. In offices where there was a large Continental correspon- 
dence this was a serious drawback, and it was suggested that the 
difficulty should be met at once by fixing the limit for English 
letters at 15 grammes. Indirectly, this would also help to 
familiarise the public with the use ofthe metric weights. Further, 


in order to popularise the metric weights and measures, the metric - 


equivalents of the Imperial weights and measures were placed side 
by side in the new pharmacopewia of this country, and the same 
lan has been adopted’in the new pharmacopzia of the United 
tates. As was well known, the Board of Trade electrical units 
were based on the measurements of the metric system, and the 
memorialists noted with satisfaction that the recent report of the 
Fishery Board for Scotland, presented to the House of Commons, 
contained many tables of the’ weights and measurements of fish, 
all of which were given in terms of the metric system. 
~ The action of the president was approved. 
- Cardif.—The monthly meeting of this Chamber was held on 
July 20th last; Mr. W. Jones in the chair. 


“he “Chairman referred’ ‘tothe resdltition passed at the last 
meeting of the Associated Chambers in favour of the formation of 
a commercial party in the House of Commons. ‘A letter had been 
received ‘from ‘the association calling attention to the fact that at 
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successive meetings resolutions had been passed as to 30 or 40 Bills, . 
the result being that their energies had been somewhat diffuse, 
and had extended over too many subjects. They had, in fact, tried - 
to do too much at once. The Associated Chambers thought they 
should now confine themselves to one or two Bills, and endeavour, 
if possible, to carry them through the House of Commons. With 
that object they suggested the expediency of indicating one or two . 
Bills or subjects regarded as of paramount importance. The- 
executive would then consider the replies from the different 
chambers, and give them their best attention. They had between 
now and the end of September to think over the matter, and to 
select urgently needed questions for submission to headquarters. 

A communication was read from the Decimal Association , 
(London) enclosing a petition which is about to be presented to 
the Government in favour of the adoption of metric weights and 
measures in this country, and asking the chamber to support the 
prayer of the petition. 

It was proposed that the Chamber should give the support 
asked for, and the meeting unanimously concurred. 

Liverpool—A_ special meeting of this Chamber was held on 
July 28th last, Mr. F. C. Danson, president, in the chair. 

It appeared from the record of the proceedings of the general 
trade committee that the matter of custom house accommodation 
at Salonica had further occupied the attention of that body.. A 
winch, which had been sent from Constantinople to Salonica, ‘had 
been detained at Cavalla. The attention of the Foreign Office had. 
been called to this fact, and instructions accordingly had been 
given to Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Constantinople as to the 
necessity for a winch being sent to Salonica. The Foreign Office 
informed the Chamber that with regard to increased storage 
accommodation at Salonica, the central customs authorities have 
approved the recommendation of the Salonica director for the 
expenditure of £T1,500, and have applied to the Grand Vizier for 
authorisation to spend the sum in question. It was stated that 
the director of the Salonica customs appears to be doing his best 
to place the custom house there on a footing proportionate to the 
growing trade of the port. 

_In reply to the Chamber's request that Sir E. F. G. Law, 
commercial attaché at Vienna, should be instructed to proceed to 
Bucharest to investigate the question of the tax imposed by the 
Roumanian Government on sea-borne imports, which it was stated 
pressed heavily on British merchants, the Foreign Office stated 
that the tax is already receiving the attention of H.M. Minister 
at Bucharest. In a further letter the Foreign Office also stated 
that Mr. Kennedy has made representations on the subject of the 
tax, which he hopes may prove successful. 

The Steamship Owners’ Association had called the attention of 


the Chamber to the expense incurred by steamship owners in 


having to employ the services of sworn brokers at French ports, 
and requested its co-operation in bringing the matter forward 
D2 
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with a view, if possible, to remedying the state of affairs. Messrs. 
Elder, Dempster & Co. had also laid several papers dealing with 
the facts of the case before the Chamber. It was resolved to 
support the action of the Steamship Owners’ Association, and the 
Chamber is in communication with the association for that end. 

Manchesier—An ordinary meeting of the board of directors of 
this Chamber was held on July 20th last, Mr. R. Barclay, president, 
in the chair. 

The African Sectional Committee had had under consideration a 
copy of correspondence between the Government of Lagos and the 
Lagos Chamber respecting the suggested change in the status of 
the Royal Niger Company. The committee in a resolution 
expressed the opinion that the only point upon which this 
Chamber could usefully take action was to obtain a definition of 
the rights of the Niger Company and private traders on the banks 
of the Niger after the extinction of the political powers of the 
company should have taken place. At the request of the African 
Committee the board authorised the despatch of a letter 
to the Foreign Office expressing the opinion of the Chamber that 
in any arrangement which might be made, it was of great 
importance that full liberty should be reserved for individual 
persons or firms to acquire land or other property on all the rivers 
and trading routes of Nigeria, as it was thought possible that in 
the absence of such a provision the Royal Niger Company might 
be able to secure a monopoly injurious alike to the natives, to 
possible competitors, and to the revenue of the territory in 
question. 

In the minutes of the Yarn Sectional Committee reference was 
made to the practice adopted by the Indian Custom Houses, and 
by the surveyors appointed by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 
in determining the weight of bundles of imported cotton yarn. In 
both cases the yarn was simply weighed in its condition as 
imported. Instances were submitted in which such yarn, though 
shipped in a normal state and without an excess of moisture and 
landed in the hot, dry season, had been condemned as deficient by 
the Custom Houses and by the surveyors. The committee recom- 
mended that letters should be addressed to the India Office and to 
the Bengal Chamber recommending that the method of testing 
adopted by the Manchester testing house, the Bradford conditioning 
house, and all similar institutions on the European Continent 
should be employed in India, In these establishments the yarn is 
first reduced to an absolutely dry condition. To the dry weight 
thus ascertained an allowance for “regain” of 83 per cent. is added, 
the result being the true “conditioned” weight. The President 
stated that in view of the desirableness of securing an early amend- 
ment of the unsatisfactory method adopted by the Indian Custom 
Houses, he had already authorised the despatch of the desired 
letter to the India Office. The recommendation of the committee 


Was approved. 


In the course of some recent correspondence with the Colonial 
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Office, the Chamber suggested to the Secretary of State the 
desirability of constituting an official body chosen from business 
men and others especially conversant with West African affairs, to 
which the Department may have recourse at will for consultation 
upon questions requiring expert knowledge, before action is taken 
concerning them. In reply, Mr. Chamberlain stated that whilst 
he did not consider it necessary to make any fixed arrangement of 
this kind, he would at all times be glad to receive representations 
from Chambers of Commerce, and to invite the fullest discussion 
by them on all matters of commercial interest. It was resolved, 
on the recommendation of the African Sectional Committee, to 
submit the suggestion to other Chambers representing West 
African interests, and to invite their co-operation in again 
bringing it before the Secretary of State. 

A statement was presented to the Board respecting the Inter- 
national Institute of Pekin, which is intended to promote the 
dissemination and study of Western ideas and methods amongst 
the ruling classes of China. The establishment, which is already 
at work on a modest scale at Pekin, has received the endorse- 
ment of the leading merchants at Shanghai, of the Imperial 
Board of Foreign Affairs at Pekin, of Li Hung Chang, and of 
numerous merchants engaged in the China trade in the United 
States and Great Britain. Committees of co-operation have been 
formed at Philadelphia and San Francisco. A sum of 15,000 
dollars has been subscribed by native Chinese merchants and 
officials, and in the United States the contributions have so far 
reached 30,000 dollars. A substantial initial sum has already been 
promised in this country. It was decided to afford facilities for 
the holding of a meeting at the chamber for the purpose of making 
known the objects and methods of the institute. 


XXIX.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Sixteenth Annual Report of the Fishery Board for Scotland, 
being for the year 1897. Part II. Report on Salmon Fisheries. 
(C. 8873). Price 5d. 

This is the annual report issued by the Fishery Board for 
Scotland dealing with the salmon fisheries of that country. 

In the report it is stated that the fishing season of 1897 appears, 
from all available sources of information, to have been below the 
average. The number of boxes of salmon sent to Billingsgate 
was 30 per cent. less than the average of the previous 63 years, 
and neatly 26 per cent. under the average of the previous 10 years. 
In the following table will be found the numbers sent in each year 
since 1890, each box weighing about 1 cwt. 


Year. Boxes of Salmon. Year. Boxes of Salmon. 
1890 18,931 1894 15,489 
1891 bei 25,889 1895 ase 25,364 
1892 21,919 1896 22,485 


1893 wih 18,903 1897 tee 16,284 
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The value of the salmon sent from Scotland to Billingsgate 
during 1897 compares favourably with the returns of former years. 
If it is assumed that each box contains 1 cwt. of salmon, the value 
of the salmon delivered there in 1897 would amount to 
139,4051. 9s. 4d., or on an average 8/. 11s. 24d. per owt., whereas 
the average annual value in the years 1893-96 inclusive was 
187,9151. 11s. 2d., or 61. 14s. 114d. per cwt. Thus, although the 
number of boxes delivered at Billingsgate during 1897 was.4,264 
less than the average number delivered annually in the period 
1893-96, there was an increase of 1,489]. 18s. 2d. in their value. 

2. Merchant Shipping, 1897—Tables showing the Progress of 
British Merchant Shipping. (251). Price 6d. 

This annual return which is issued by the Board of Trade gives 
tables showing the tonnage of sailing and steam vessels entered 
and cleared at ports of the United Kingdom in each of the years 
1840, 1850, 1860, 1870, 1875, 1880 and 1885 as well as later years 
from 1890 down to 1897 inclusive. Particulars are also given for 
a series of years relating to the mercantile marine of the United 
Kingdom and various foreign countries, together with the number 
and tonnage of vessels built, wrecks, not only of British vessels, 
but also of vessels belonging to the principal maritime countries ; 
the number of apprentices’ indentures enrolled ; rates of seamen’s 
and engineers’ wages; analysis of crews of merchant vessels ; 
number of persons employed at sea, and proportion of such persons 
per 100 tons ; together with details and miscellaneous information 
relating to the mercantile marine down to the end of the year 1897. 

3. Agricultural Statistics of Ireland, with detailed Report on 
Agriculture, for the year 1897. (C. 8885). Price 1s. 

This is the annual report prepared by the Registrar-General in 
Dublin, giving detailed statements relating to the various branches 
of agriculture in Ireland, for the year, 1897. The various 
branches dealt with are as follows:—Division of land; acreage 
under crops; number and size of holdings; number of occupiers 
of land; woods and plantations; rates of produce; number, ages, 
&c., of live stock; number of boars kept for breeding purposes ; 
dairy industries; diseases of animals; exports and imports of 
live stock ; honey produced; number of scutching mills; number 
of corn mills; silos and ensilage; forestry operations; wages of 
agricultural labourers ; the weather. 

4.—Board of Agriculture—Agricultural Returns for Great Britain, 
showing the Acreage and Produce of Crops, Prices of Corn and 
Number of Live Stock, with Agricultural Statistics for the United 
Kingdom, British Possessions and Foreign Countries, 1897. 
(C. 8897.) Price 1s. 6d. 

This is the annual statement issued by the Board of Agriculture. 
In the report which is prefixed to the return it is stated that these 
returns, in their final and complete.form, embrace all the official 
information available respecting acreage and live stock, production, 
and prices, formerly laid before Parliament in separate annual 
publications, 
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The statistics of the acreage of crops and the number of live 
stock in 1897 were coliected, as formerly, directly from the indi- 
vidual occupiers of land in Great Britain by officers of the Inland 
Revenue. The estimates of the produce of the principal crops 
‘have been again obtained by local estimators, selected by the col- 
‘lectors of Inland Revenue during the autumn. The prices of 
British corn are those for the year 1897, ascertained in the manner 
prescribed by the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 

Comparative figures for earlier years are added in each case, 
‘and the statistics for Great Britain are supplemented by state-. 
ments respecting the crops and live stock in Ireland, the Isle 
‘of Man, and the Channel Islands, supplied respectively by the 
Registrar-General for Ireland, and the Lieutenant-Governors of 
the Isle of Man, Jersey, and Guernsey, so as to present a general 
view of the agricultural position of the United Kingdom. 

Summaries of Colonial and Foreign Agricultural Statistics, up 
to such dates as can be obtained, are also, again incorporated 
in the volume, together with incidental data respecting the 
imports, exports, and values of various forms of agricultural 
produce, in the collection of which the Board have again to 
acknowledge the co-operation of the Board of Trade, the India 
Office, and the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Customs. 

In advance of the final tables, now brought together in the . 
‘annual volume, the more important features of each section of 
the Agricultural Returns of Great Britain have been separately 
placed in the hands of the public, as completed, in seven 
successive instalments. 

5. Sea Fisheries (England and Wales)—Twelfth Annual 

- Reports of the Inspectors (for 1897). (C. 8876.) Price 94d. 

This volume contains the annual reports issued by the Fisheries 
Department of the Board of Trade which have been prepared by 
‘the Inspectors of Fisheries for England and Wales. In addition 
to the Reports of the Inspectors, the return now issued contains 
statements relating to the annual returns and accounts of local 
fisheries committees; particulars relating to apprentices to the 
sea fishing service for a series of years, number of applicants 
examined and certificates of competency and of service issued 
under the Merchant Shipping Acts; statements showing the 
number of fishermen who died at sea when serving on board 
fishing boats belonging to England, Scotland and Ireland respec- 
tively during the year 1897; accounts of fish delivered and of fish 
seized and condemned at Billingsgate, Shadwell and Farringdon 
markets during’ the year 1897; besides accounts of formal 
investigations into casualties to fishing vessels held by the 
inspectors during the past year. 

Railway Passenger Communication Report of the Committee 
of Inquiry appointed by the President’ of the Board of Trade. 
C. 8918). Price 1d. adage 

This is the Report. of the Committee appointed on the 3rd of 
May, 1897, by the President of the Board or Trade to consider (a) 
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whether the means of communication between the passengers in 
railway trains and the servants of the company in charge of the 
train at present adopted are sufficient ; (b) whether any particular 
system of communication in use, or available, is so efficient as to 
make its general adoption by the railway companies desirable ; 
also whether any extension or amendment of the law on the 
subject is desirable. 

The following are the conclusions arrived at by the Committee :— 

I.—That of the methods of communication at present adopted, 
_ the outside cord system should be condemned as inefficient, while 
the systems in which the cord or wire is inside the carriages 
cannot be regarded as satisfactory. The principal electrical 
systems and the communication by means of the brake may, 
however, be held to be efficient. 

II.—That no one of the electrical systems so far excels the 
others as to enable the Committee to recommend it for genaral 
adoption, although they prefer the system of communication 
as experimentally used on the Great Eastern Railway. 

III.—That the law should be extended so as to require the pro- 
vision on all trains of an efficient means of communication between 
passengers and the servants in charge of the train, which could 
also be used as a means of communication between the guards and 
driver. ° 

7. Loss of Life at Sea. Return of the Loss of Life at Sea for 
the year 1897. (285.) Price 4d. : 

This return, which is stated to be in continuation of Parlia- 
mentary Paper C. 8537, shows that the total number of lives lost 
by wreck, drowning, or other accident in British merchant ships 
registered in the United Kingdom in 1897 amounted to 1,447, 
including 43 passengers who are stated to be “lost by wreck 
only” in that year. 

8. Rule of the Road at Sea. Reports of a Committee appointed 

by the Board of Trade, with Minutes of Evidence, Appendia, and 
Index, I.—Reports (C. 8888.) Price 2d. 
_ The present return contains the reports of a committee appointed 
on the 19th day of May, 1897, to consider and report whether any, 
and if so what, alterations or additions are required in the regula- 
tions for preventing collisions at sea, as regards (1) the lights to 
be carried and exhibited, and the signals to be carried and used 
-by sailing ships, steam ships, and boats when engaged in fishing ; 
{2) the expediency of requiring all ships to keep out of the way 
of steam ships, when such ships are engaged in fishing; (3) the 
lights to be carried and exhibited by steam ships carrying pilots 
when engaged on their stations on pilotage duty. 

The return contains two separate reports—(i.) Report on steam 
fishing vessels (right of way), which is dated February 4th, 1898 ; 
and (ii.) Report on fishing vessels’ lights and steam pilot vessels’ 
lights, dated May 138th, 1898. 

- 9. Rule of the Road at Sea—Reports of a Committee appointed 
by the Board of Trade, with Minutes of Evidence, Appendix, and 
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of Evidence, Appendix and Index. (OC. 8889.) 

This return gives a list of witnesses, and minutes of evidence taken 
before the committee appointed to consider the question of lights 
and signals to be carried by fishing vessels and by steam pilot 
vessels. ‘The return also contains an appendix containing a list of 
collisions in which steam trawlers were involved. 

10. Statistical Abstract for the Principal and other Foreign 
Countries in each year from 1886 to 1895-96 (as far as the 
particulars can be stated). Twenty-Fourth Number. (C. 8881.) 
Price 1s. 5d. 

This is the twenty-fourth number of this abstract which is 
issued annually by the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade. It carries the figures relating to the trade and navigation 
of the principal countries down to the end of the year 1896. 
Statements are also given relating to the population, agriculture, 
railways, telegraphs, postal service, emigration and immigration, 
finance, coinage, mining products, fisheries, &c., of the principal 
countries of Europe and the United States of America, the infor- 
mation in each case being carried down to the most recent date 
for which it has been received by the Board of Trade from the 
directors of the various Government Statistical Bureaux abroad, 
or from official publications issued under their direction. 

Among the additional tables added which have not appeared in 
previous issues are statistics relating to the railways of Japan and 
to the mining production of the Russian Empire as well as to the 
proportionate production of pig iron produced to iron ore raised in 
various countries of the world. 

11. Further Reports by Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
Bounties on the Construction and Running of Ships paid by the State 
in the Oountries in which they reside, and particulars with regard to the 

anting of Preferential Railway Rates. Commercial No. 2, 1898. 
fin continuation of ‘ Commercial No. 8 (1895)”; C. 7898]. (C. 
8720). Price 114d. 

The present Return contains the replies received to a circular 
addressed to Her Majesty’s representatives at Vienna, Brussels, 
Sophia, Copenhagen, Paris, Berlin, Athens, Rome, Cettinjé, the 
Hague, Lisbon, Bucharest, St. Petersburg, Belgrade, Madrid, 
Stockholm, Constantinople and Washington. 

The circular, which is dated July 8th, 1897, encloses copy of a 
series of Reports issued in 1895 (Commercial No. 8, 1895), 
respecting bounties or subsidies on the construction and running 
of ships, and requests to be furnished with a report showing in 


. what particulars, if any, changes have been introduced since that 


date. It also requests Her Majesty’s representatives to obtain 
and send home particulars with regard to the granting of pre- 
ferential railway rates by the Governments to which they are 
accredited. 

12. Commercial Intelligence Committee—Report of the Depart- 
mental Committee appointed by the Board of Trade to inquire into 
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and report upon the Dissemination of Commercial Information and 
the Collection and Exhibition of Patterns and Samples. (C. 8960). 
Price 24d. 

This is the report of the committee appointed on the 26th July, 
1897, to consider and advise “as to the best means of bringing to 
the knowledge of the home trades the information furnished by 
Consuls and Commercial Attachés, or other Imperial officers, and 
by Agents-General and other representatives of Colonial Govern- 
ments, and of India, as to the supply and demand and other 
conditions of the’ markets in their respective districts, and as to 
the opportunities which they afford for the introduction and 
development of British trade. 

.“ Also to report whether it is, in their opinion, desirable that 
Consuls and Agents should be instructed to remit home from 
time to time samples of :goods most’ in demand in such markets, 
and if they shall be of that opinion, to advise what (if any) 
arrangements should be made for the exhibition of such samples 
in London, or for their circulation, with the aid of Chambers of . 
Commerce, to the provincial trade centres, with information as to 
price and other conditions under which they are supplied.” 

The committee in their report recommend the establishment of 
an office whose function it should be to meet the constantly 
increasing demand for prompt‘and accurate information on com- 
mercial matters so far as it can be met by Government action. 
Among its duties would be—(a) To collect and focus existing infor- 
mation upon any subjects of commercial interest, whether derived 
from official or from unofficial sources, and whether relating to 
British colonies or dependencies, or to foreign countries. In 
other words it should be a centre at which information on any 
given subject derived from the Foreign Office, the Colonial Office, 
the India Office, the Board of Trade, the Agents-General for the 
Colonies, the Chambers of Commerce, the Imperial Institute, 
private reports, reports from special correspondents, newspapers, 
&c., will be gathered together in a form convenient for reference. 
(b) To reply to inquiries which can be answered by a short note or 
by word of mouth, or by reference to published commercial data — 
and statistics. From this point of view one room, at any rate, of 
the office should be easily accessible to the public. (c) To direct 
inquirers who want special information to the proper quarter, ¢.g., 
to the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office, the office of 
a particular Colony, Chamber of Commerce, the Imperial Institute, 
and so forth. 

It is suggested that the Commercial Intelligence Office should | 
collect information from the following sources, among others:— __. 

British and foreign diplomatic, consular, and commercial | 
reports. Reports from any commercial agents or correspondents 
who may be appointed in India and the Colonies, and from sources 
which may be placed at its disposal by the Colonial and India. 
Offices and the Agents-General for the Colonies. Foreign official 
and semi-official publications of a similar nature to the “ Board of 
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Trade Journal.” The British, foreign and colonial general and 
se er British Chambers of Commerce at home and 
abroad. 

The Commercial Intelligence Office should keep all its infor- 
mation carefully indexed and readily available. 

It should endeavour, where possible, to supply information, or to 
indicate sources of information, with regard to :— 

_ Foreign and colonial tariffs, including both import and export 
uties. 

Foreign and colonial excise duties, and so-called consumption 
yo see where these are levied on imports in addition to customs 

uties. 

Foreign and colonial port dues, harbour dues, tonnage dues, and 
other charges on shipping abroad. 

Foreign and colonial legislation affecting tariffs, and changes in 
foreign and colonial tariff classifications. Also customs decisions 
affecting the application of the tariffs. 

The customs regulations of the different foreign countries and 
colonies. 

Consular fees. 

Forms of certificates of origin required by foreign governments. 
Foreign and colonial weights and measures. 

Currency changes ; rates of exchange. 

Freight and insurance rates (so far as practicable). 

Regulations concerning commercial travellers. 

Conditions as regards credit. 

Trading licenses. 

Foreign, Indian, and colonial contracts open to tender. 

Shipping subsidies and mail contracts. 

Foreign and colonial bounties, direct and indirect. 

The work of foreign and colonial intelligence bureaux and 
commercial museums. 

Means of communication : railways, waterways, telegraphs, &c. 

The yield of crops abroad, and estimates of the stocks of 
prominent staples (e.g., cotton, sugar, wheat, maize, tea, wool, flax, 
&c.) held in different parts of the world. 

New openings for trade or industries, especially in the colonies. 

With reference to the proposed exhibition of patterns and 
samples the Committee remark:—‘ On reviewing what is done 
abroad and what is at present done at home in respect of com- 
mercial museums and exhibitions of samples, we have come to the 
conclusion that it is desirable to obtain more completely than at 
present, particulars and samples of foreign-made goods most in 
demand in foreign, Indian, and colonial markets, and to make 
arrangements for the exhibition of those samples in our centres of 
industry and commerce.” 

The Committee add that it is requisite that arrangements should 
be made for bringing the samples under the notice of those to 
whom they would be most likely to be of value immediately they 

are received. The Chambers of Commerce in London and in the 
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various manufacturing centres would, it is believed, be willing 
to assist in doing this in the interest of the trades of their districts. 
If anything more is requisite in London it might be done through 
the Commercial Intelligence Office. 

13. Correspondence relating to the Conference at Brussels on the 
question of Sugar Bounties—Commercial No. 6 (1898). (OC. 8988.) 
Price 114d. 

The present paper contains the appointment, dated 3lst May, 
1898, of Sir F. Plunkett, Sir H. Bergne, Lord Ampthill, and 
Mr. Ozanne to act as British delegates at the International 
Conference on the question of Sugar Bounties at Brussels. It adds 
that Mr. Nevile Lubbock and Mr. G. Martineau will attend at 
Brussels in the capacity of experts, and gives general instructions 
to the delegates for their guidance. 

It also gives the report of the delegates, in which they offer the 
following general observations upon the present position of the 
question from the international point of view :— 

Austria-Hungary, Germany, Belgium, and Holland desire to 
effect a complete abolition of the bounties, and no opposition to an 
arrangeivent to this effect is to be apprehended from Spain and 
Sweden. France, however, whilst willing to abolish the direct 
bounty on export under her Law of 1897, wishes to retain the 
advantage of the indirect export bounty created by her internal 
Law of 1884; and Russia declines even to discuss whether her 
existing system amounts to a bounty on export or not. 

Germany grants only a direct export bounty, which is roughly 
-speaking about equal in amount to the direct export bounty 
granted under the French Law of 1897, and although sugar can 
be produced cheaper in Germany than in France, it is not to be 
expected that Germany will consent to abolish the whole of her 
bounty whilst France retains that created by her Law of 1884, 
which is about three times as much as the direct export bounty 
granted under her Law of 1897. Austria-Hungary, on the other 
hand, contends that the Russian system does in fact amount to 
the grant of a bounty on exportation, and as Russia is her chief 
competitor in the sugar markets of Italy and the Levant, the 
Austro-Hungarian Government are not prepared to abolish their 
bounties unless some modification can be obtained in the Russian 
system. 

"is seems clear that in these circumstances there are at present 
but two methods of securing the suppression of the bounty 
system :— 

1. By coming to some arrangement for such modifications or 
limitations in the French and Russian systems as may be accept- 
able to the other sugar-producing States, in return for the 
suppression of their bounties; and 

2. By the conclusion of a Convention beween a certain number 
- of the sugar-producing States providing for the total suppression of 
sugar bounties within their dominions, and engaging that they 
will either impose countervailing duties on, or prohibit the entry 
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of, bounty-fed sugar coming from States which cannot be induced 
to become parties to the Convention. 

The market of the United States is already rendered unprofit- 
able by this means to all bounty-fed sugar. All the continental 
sugar-producing States, by means of customs duties and’ internal 
legislation, reserve the entire supply of the home market to the 
home producer of sugar; and the English, and to a rapidly 
increasing extent the Indian market thus becomes essential for 
the surplus sugar production of the European countries. Any 
steps by which these markets might be closed to bounty-fed sugar 
must therefore have a decisive effect in securing the speedy 
abolition of the bounty system. 

That system is, however, now felt to press heavily on the 
economic resources of those States which have recourse to it, and 
it is not impossible that a further exchange of views may lead to 
some concessions by France and Russia which would form the 
basis of a general arrangement acceptable to all the sugar-producing 
States, as at least a mitigation of the unsatisfactory system which 
at present prevails. If no solution can be obtained, it is possible 
that a still worse state of affairs may result by the increase of 
bounties in various countries. 

In the appendix are given the procés-verbaux of the various 

_ sittings held by the conference; summary and statistics of sugar 
legislation in different countries for the years 1883-97; corre- 
spondence exchanged between the Belgian Government and 
various countries respecting the programme of the Conference ; 
and notes on the legislation affecting the refinement of sugar in 
various countries. 
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XXX.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Sratement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unirep *Kinepom during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st 
July, 1898, compared with the corresponding periods of the 


-year 1897 


MontH ENDED Juty. 
I. Imports From Forrren Countries anp Britisu PossEssions. 


[Aug.- 1898, 


Month ended 
Sst July. 
—— Increase. | Decrease 
1898. 1897, 
£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) . 930,791 | 1,244,526, — 313,735 
II. (A) ‘Articles of food and drink, 
duty free 18,258,826 |12,443,071 | 815,755 _ 
(B.) Articles ‘of food and drink, 
2,048,863 | 1,984,575 | 64,288 _ 
Tobacco, dutiable 260,637 289,581 — 28,944 
III. Metals .. 1,847,311 | 1,983,600| — 136,289 
Chemicals cals, dyestuis ‘and “tanning 
418,269 430,792 a 12,523 
Oils 657,845 | 759,037 101,192 
VL materials for textile manu- 
3,474,294 | 3,004,993 | 469,301, — 
Vil. Raw for sundry industries 
and manufactures .. 5,323,559 | 5,985,226 _ 661,667 
VIII. Manufactured articles Se 6,717,931 | 6,842,953 125,022 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles... 876,344 | 1,049,700 = 173,356 
(B.) Parcel post ...  ... 88,369 | 105,469; — 17,100 
Total value ... . 185,908,039 |36,123,523 220,484 
II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURES. 
£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living 71,466 98,312 _ 26,846 
IL. Articles of food and drink - 1,080,871 | 1,120,509 oo 89,638 
III. Raw ma ie 1,745,848 | 2,237,472 os 491,624 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics... | 8,337,859 | 8,738,404,  — 400,545 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- j 
tured therefrom (except machinery)! 2,749,593 | 3,023,282 | 273,689 
(C.) Machinery and millwork 1,653,024 | 1,638,167 14,857 | — 
(D.) Apparel and articles of per- | 
sonal use .. 905,416 976,612 ms 71,196 
(E.) Chemicals “and chemical and | 
medicinal preparations 637,081 | 629,405 7,626 _ 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- | 
factured or partly manufactured 2,756,039 | 2,887,761 | 181,722 
(G.) Parcel post ... 152,731 | 151,528 1,208 
| 
Total value ... ... (20,089,878 |21,501,452| — | 1,411,574 
| 
IIL. Exports or Forrign anp CouontaL Propvuce. 
£ £ 
Total value ... ... | 5,243,001 | 5,014,337 | 228,664 
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I.—ForrigN TRADE oF THE UniTED KincpomM—continued. 
Seven Monrus envep 31st Juty. 


I. Imports rrom Counrrizs anp British Possessions. 


months 
3lst July. 


1898. | 1897, 


£ 2 £ 
= Animals, living (for food) ... ...| 6,427,140 | 6,818,091 
= th Articles of food and drink, duty 
}96,891,161 |85,562,997 |11,329,164 
Aiticles “Of food and drink, 


...14,128,810 |23,891,835 | 281,475, — 


III. Metals . «+.|12,868,010 |22,728,219 | 139,791 
Ty. Chemicals, “and ‘tanning 
substan 8,689,058 | 4,181,018 491,960 
Vv. Oils 4,619, 819 | 4,267,194 | 352,625 
“VIL w materials for textile manufac- 
|45,212,616 | — _.| °568,947 
Vil. materials for sundry industrie 
and manufactures ... «..]26,755,157 27,877,594 | 1,122,437 
va Manufactured articles «-.|90,969,953 |50,110,416 | 859,537 
IX, (A.) Miscellaneous tide 8,087,890 | 7,927,375 | 110,515 


(B.) Parcel post 886,275 | 593,503 | 242,772) 


10,538,224 


Total value... 


II. Exports or British Irish’ Propuce AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, Bring. 617,888 | 592,916 24,472 
II. Articles of food and divine 6,171, "884 6,410,250 238,416 
IIL Raw materials .. 7040, 160 |11,740,071 699,911 
IV, Articles manufactured and partly 


manufactured, viz 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics «++/54,750,780 |58,228,113 8,477,383 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 


tured therefrom (except machinery)|19,033,858 |19,977,575 | — 943,717 
(C.) Machinery and millwork «+.{10,167,840 |10,367,404 _ 199,564 
Apparel and articles of 

5,848,376 | 5,631,293 _ 282,917 
) ‘and chemical and 

medicinal preparations 5,028,877 | 5,261,110 — 232,233 
(F.) All other articles, either manu-| 

factured or partly manufactured .. .|19,804,198 |19,594,626 — 290,428 


(G.) Parcel post ase 1,184,796 | 1,108,546 26,250 


Total value‘... — | 6,313,847 


III. Exports or anp Conontat Propvcg. 


£ £ £ £ 
Total value... 87,216,563)37,378,975 162,412 
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II.—Corn PRICEs. 


Return of the QuantiT1es soLp and AveRaGE Prices oF 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 2nd July,1898 ... 9,506 8 414 6 2,598 4 
io 8 bl 4 2,878 7 
246 8846 2 
128 8 8,805 4 
Corresponding month in 1897... 3,328 7 | 10,056 0 
2427 3 | 11,953 6 
‘ Average Prices, 
Week ended 2ndJuly,1898 .. «| 88 8 23 4 2 8 
24 (1 20 10 
| 25 0 20 10 
86 11 2% 2 20 11 
July, 1898... 4 8 2 8 
June 1898 ... 2% 8 20 8 
in 4 0 6 9 21 0 
28 1 7” 9 
December, 1897 awe 33 11 3 1 9 
October, 325 28 4 1 1 
September ,, 337 27 11 16 
August, : 30 3 19 7” 
18 0 18 8 
2 66 21 19 9 


| 
{ 
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1898. 


Return of the Nationauities, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unrrep Kinepom for Puaces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st July, 1898, and the 
Seven Months ended 3lst July, 1898, compared with the 
corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
Unitea | British N.| Austral-| of G All de 
Nationalities. States. | America. | asia. | Hope ana| | Total. sponding 
fatal, | Places. period, 
1897 
Month ended 3ist July. 


English ... ...| 9,752 | 1,892 | 511 | 1,867 | 450 | 7,912 | 9,608 
Scotch .. «| 620 | 196 | 48 | 262 | 48 | 1,169 | 7,440 


Irish — 102 65 98 4 | 1,781 2,093 
Total of British 
origin...  ...| 5,884 2,180 624 1,727 497 | 10,862 13,141 
Foreigners ... «oo | 2775 1,203 24 618 145 4,765 5,302 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 57 8 _ 2 170 232 238 
Total ... des 8,716 8,336 648 2,347 812 15,859 18,681 
Total for corre- 
sponding 10,659 3,273 874 2,872 1,003 18,681 one 
month, 1897 


English ... ...| 20,485 | 9,244 | 4,124 | 7,916 | 4,301 | 46,025 | 47,832 
Scotch ... ..| 3,422 | 1,125 | 558 | 1,914 | 605 | 7,619 7,466 
Irish = 17,778 514 | 404 664 | 147 | 19,507 | 21,826 


Total of British 
origin... ... | 41,685 | 10,888 | 5,081 | 10,494 | 5,058 | 73,151 | 77,124 


Foreigners... ...| 22,466 | 5,915 122 | 3,195 918 | 32,616 | 31,336 
Nationalities not| 
distinguish 


ed... 186 30 13 2 | 1,401 1,632 1,594 
Total... ... | 64,287 | 16,833 | 5,216 | 13,691 | 7,872 | 107,399 | 110,054 
Total for corre- 
sponding 68,058 | 13,516 | 5,480 | 15,391 | 7,608 | 110,054 ie 
months, 1897 


Notre.—The above made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of each 


being 
month, are subject to co: in the Annual 


; Seven months ended 31st July. 
| | 
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IV.—Auren Immicration—J ULY, 1898. 
Rervurn of the Numser of Auiens that arrived from the Continent at Ports ¢ in the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Seven Months ended 3lst July, 1898, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Atien Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


[Aug. 1898, 


Gothenburg, 
Hamburg, | Rotterdam, Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, ae, Dieppe. Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. | victiansand. Ports. 
1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. | 1898. 107. | 1898. | 1897, | 1898. | 1897. 10, 1897, 
Month ended 31st July. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to ica or other 
Places out of the United 
om : 
_ Arrived at London 1,755) 1,428 286) 184 191 216 eos 422 835) 2,654) 2,657 
” Grimsby oe 97 157 27 22) 5 an ae 35 27 164 206 
con 101 136 57 56) 112 177 18: 447 428 
» Tyne Ports 70 17 124 59) 205 ° 252 215 651 438 
- Leith ... 57 97 54 74 6 BP ne ese 93 26 210 199 
Newhaven ove 556 686)... ons 556 686 
Other ports 121 107| 30 26 130 133} 505 502) 787 768 
Total 2,201) 1,942! 578 421 649 546) 557 686; 1,484} 1,787) 45,469) 45,382 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United 
Arrived at Grimsby as 65 94 47 301 525)... - 86 15 546) 591 
” Hartlepool } 
West... ox om 34 56 
‘Hull .., 289) 197 17 1 503) 563} 1,249) 1,139 
Leith .., pa per 2 2 15 4 24 
=” Other ports ... 9 29 32 14 16 € 263) 272 320) 321 
Total 397} 295} 143 62} 905 854; 865} 2,153) 2,131 
Total of Aliens en rowte and : 
of Aliens not stated to be 
en route to America or other | } 2,598} 2,237 721; 483) 1,408) 1,45 557 686; 2,338] 2,652] 7,622) 7,513 
out, of the United 
Seven months ended 31st July. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
out of the United 
om 
Total No...: | 10,918} 9,041) 3,325) 2,886] 3,832) 3,618) 4,933) 5,417) 7,252) 7,710) $30,260) $28,672 
Aliens en route to America 4 
places out of the 
3081] 2,276, 803] 563] 7,096 8,027} 26) _ 7,979] 7,810! 18,985] 18,676 
Total of Aliens en route and . 
of Aliens not stated to be . 
en route to America or other | | 13999) 11,317) 4,128) 3,449) 10,928) 11,645) 4, 5,417] 15,231] 15,520, $49,245] $47,348 
places out of the United 


* The distinction made in this Return between.“ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other proess out of the 

United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to America, §c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
Jrom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘‘ Aliens. not stated to be en route to America, gc.’ come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 154, 
Sess, 1898, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 

+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberd Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, H Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liv: 1, London, Middlesbrough 
Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West tlepool. The lists receiv: 
from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, aftér landing, 

by train as third-class » 
Pree The. number of sailors ineinded with the Aliens who arrived at 


in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of the United Kingdom in the month of July, 1898, was 1,120 an i 


in the same month of 1897 ; in the seven months 


ended July, 1898, the number was 7,352, and in the same months of 1897 the number was 6,470, 


¢ 
| 
| 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


the 
398, Noumper of Recerving Orpers GazetTrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 
tions. 
ae Seven Months 
July. ended July. 
1898, | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. 
97, 
! No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted ... so 8570 878 | 2,528 | 2,423 
ee ee gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
ions :— 
Grocers, &c. 33 36 183 
Publicans and hotel ‘keepers, 21 382 150 139 
206 Builders ose eee eve eco 20 22 126 139 
686 Bakers a eee il i 88 66 
768 Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers ove 6 16 73 82 
Greengrocers, &e. ose 6 58 33 
ecorators, painters, um) 11 1. 55 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. gs 10 6 53 52 
- Agents, commission and general... ... 8 6 47 
591 Clerks, commercial and general ... oe 0 5 8 38 25 
56 Fishmongers, poulterers, 3 35 24 
a. Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... 5 5 29 32 
321 Corn, flour, seed, hay, sist straw merchants 
and dealers 2 26 19 
131 Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, “silver- 
— smiths, &c. ove 1 1 24 16 
Furniture dealers and makers Ae ty -8 1 24 22 
5 Solicitors... ove 8 4 24 28 
518 Auctioneers ... ooo ove eos 4 2 24 16 
Travellers, commercial, &e.. 8 1 23 16 
ail Tobacconists, &c. ... oes ne 4 6 23 26 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers 4 22 15 
— Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. dee 5 3 21 11. 
Ironmongers... 1 3 19 17 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-housekeepera 8 2 19 14 
Merchants ... ye 4 4 19 14 
Provision merchants, 4 2. 19 23 
673 Saddlers and harness makers. 2 _ 18 1% 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers”... 2 4 18 9 
~ Carpenters and j joiners... 1 5 
576 Directors and promoters of public companies .. “of 3 7 12 
— Stationers ... 3 16 13 
China, glass, and earthenware, &e., dealers... 2 o ¥ 16 5 
348 . Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors ooo ts 4 8 16 14 
Officers in ose 4 15 14 
Contractors ... eee ose one 2 3 15 12 
ngineers and founders, ove 
Blacksmiths, &C, 1 1 14 9 
ile Printers and publishers. ... 2 2. 14 14 
is Millers 14 9 
ns Woollen merchants ‘and manufacturers... -2 8. 14 19 
4, Gardeners, florists, &c, 18 16 | 
Clothiers, outfitters, &. 1 5. 13 16 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, 1 13 5 
od Curriers, and leather merchants 1. 12 12. 
Hairdressers 3 1 12 12 
at — carmen, lightermen and hauliers ... 8 2 12 17 
hs 


| 
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| BANKRUPTCY.--ENGLAND AND WALES—continued. 


q Seven Months 
| July. ended July. 
q 
q 1898. | 1897, | 1898. | 1897. 
q 
q Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| No No. No. No. 
tions—cont, 
Carriage, &e., builders 1 2 il 
ql Chemists, draggists and chemical manufacturers 2 2 il 12 
i Cattle and pig dealers... ose 1 1 10 10 
q Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses ... ... 2 2 10 10 
Milliners, dressmakers, 2 8 10 14 
Timber ta and wood dealers ase 2 10 9 
Wheelwrig 1 9 14 
Stone, and monumental masons, 3 9 6 
Architects and surveyors ... ose eee 1 8 4 
{ Fishing smack owners, and masters... oes 1 1 8 7 
Hosiers, lovers, &c. one 1 3 8 13 
Wine and spirit merchants, &e. 2 1 8 14 
Brokers, stock and ie eee 1 2 7 10 
g-house keepers... 2 3 5 14 


i VI.—Export or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
Great Britain. 
Return of the Numper of Animas exported from IRELAND to GREAT 


Britain during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st 
July 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 


Year 1897, 
} Seven Months 
duly ended July. 
Animals, 
18 98.) 1897 1898 1897, 
No No No. 0. 

Cattle one ove 62,478 860,401) 321,501 
ose | 189, 316 181,451 | 423,150) 399,972 
Swine sos ‘ase bee see 20, 717 | 27,267 | 880,219) 373,453 
Goats soo ooo wee eee ove 466 714 8,373 3,154 
Mules or Jennets... sins 1 5 15 27 
ove on 469 3840 1,757| 1,850 
Total .., ove | 277,483 | 270,539 |1,142,207/1,123,007 
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VII.—FisHery StTatistics.—ENGLAND AND: WALES. 


Statement of the Tora, Quantity and Vatvus of the Fis returned as 
landed on the EneGiish and We.su Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st 
July, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 


Year 1897. 
July. 
1898. 1897. 1898. 1897. 
QUANTITY, 
Cwts. 3. Cwts. 
Soles 7,158 6,357 46,820 4,836 
5,474 5,762 37,744 37,687 
Prime fish not separately distinguished... 3,937 796 8,883 20,520 
Total prime fish 18,240 18,478 114,429 113,113 
34,679 37,732 335, 342,189 
Haddock 199,698 186,108 || 1,477,175 | 1,369,417 
e 58,488 118 146,54 83,260 
Halibut 20,048 18,567 64,109 61,579 
Herrings 75,232 63,625 187,247 141,372 
7,507 6,831 1265 63,179 
23,224 | 20,081 323,449 367,973 
not separately distinguished, except shell 
Total ... 595,272 539,610 || 3,814,880 | 3,567,092 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs... 526, 482,579 || 4,876,598 | 3,402,087 
Lobsters 176,328 153,912 566,884 459,625 
Oysters ae 058,000 | 1,920,000 || 15,689,000 | 16,473,000 
Cwts. Cwis, Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish in 31,418 39,233 282,979 261,480 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ £ 
Prime fish not separately distinguishei.., 10,076 12,119 50,620 54,377 
Total prime fish 82,257 78,296 563,612 535,553 
17,719 18,047 227,670 217,150 
Haddock 1752 78,658 4 839,485 
Hake ... 30,800 18,964 101,517 58,711 
Halibut... ; 26,114 24,480 114,089 111,707 
Herrings 31,735 38,791 73,179 35: 
im... ie 3,399 3,420 46,273 36,793 
Mackerel a ye 14,500 13,254 224,492 267,193 
Pilchards ae 951 1,405 1,783 1,814 
Plaice . 70,321 65,020 497,266 $99,558 
not separa’ distinguished, ex: 
08,961 | 66,980 || 480,098 | 500,985 
Total .., 427,523 397,323 || 3,248,483 | 3,039,065 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs... 9,445 7,986 54,433 $1,302 
Lobsters... 7,607 6,738 23,784 19,770 
Oysters... 4,257 4,958 48,286 48,063 
A 10,997 12,525 77,678 73,393 
32,306 32,207 204,181 182,528 
Total value of fish landed ... 459,829 $29,530 || 3,452,664 | 3,221,593 


Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual den returned by the local officers at each place, - 


| 
| 
By. 
| 
| 
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VIII.—FisHery Statistics.—ScoTLanD. 


Srarement of the ToraL Quantity and of the returned as 
landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Seven 
Months ended 31st July, 1898, compared with the corre- 


sponding Periods of the Year 1897. 
| 
| 
1898, | 1897. | 1898. 1897. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles)... 2,531 1,6/1 9,788 7,736 
Cod 36,431 46,989 392,793 $24,406 
Eel ( "464 11,668 9308 
Flounder, , Brill 5,199 5,191 655 38,182 
37,067 35,178 404,111 522,840 
"196 33898 18,450 22,93 
1,604,357 934,240 || 2,668,133 | 1,980,948 
7,376 14,179 94,482 136,0 
1,707 10 3,287 1,899 
Saith (Coal Fish) 1,059 19,586 88,212 79,38 
4,574 3,630 61,605 51,012 
Sparling ; 5 70 217 
Whiting it 3,257 2,581 21,878 19,016 
ly distinguished, ex 

4,177 4,466 36,664 29,367 

Total 1,721,784 | 1,075,512 || 3,866,472 | 3,382,577 
Shell fish :— No. No. | No. No. 

Crabs ae me 193,656 239,879 | 2,965,467 | 2,679,177 

Lobsters 68,220 45.053 358,480 411,492 

Cwts. Cwts Cwts. Cwts. 

Mussels 5,998 5,003 96,264 158,056 

VALUE. 
£ 
Soles (Lemon Soles) ... 3,936 3,248 -| 19,411 17,383 
1,291 1,252 | 8,373 7,704 
10,299 12,728 148,161 133,871 
Eel (Conger) ... » wen 268 6,431 5,216 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill; i 5,726 6,027 41,169 41,429 
16,352 15,979 240,630 243,786 

344,433 208,071 602,951 394,409 
1,990 360 30,008 38, 

a 781 612 1,450 1,085 
Saith (Coal Fish) 860 1,687 9,240 7,578 
22 25 1 47 
Sprats 362 23 
Whi ing 1,410 |..* 1,469 12317 10,197 

855 891 8,489 6,245 


Total value of fishlanded... .., 


1,306 
2,578 1,779 17,401 19,270 
34 8 1,004 1,400 
329 286 5,283 7,925 
1,057 992 9,812 8,235 
4,988 4,371 48,971 51,630 


Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


| 
| 

q 

| 

Shell fish :— 

396,826 264,677 || 1,220,069 | 1,003,726 
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IX.—FisHery Statistics. —IRELAND.” 
StaTEMENT of the Toran Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Seven 
Months ended 31st July, 1898, compared with the sepa isin 
Periods of the Year 1897. 
July. ended 
1898. 1897, 1898. 1897. 
QuantTIry. 
ts. Cwts. 
Soles $12 223 1,942 1,686 
111 1,110 770 
Total prime fish 472 335 3,052 ¥,255 
Cod. 1,338 1,035 39,88 29,958 
Haddock 1,509 14740 12,311 15,276 
erel 7,173 3,882 215,369 
Sprats 121 878 $51 fi .. 2 
Waiting 692 495 5,851 6,292 
shell 8,184 6,685 44,970 31,077 
Total 45,595 23,478 551,225 338,369 
No. No. No. No. 
Crabs 44,320 61,683 404 205 
Lobsters 93,789 36,659 182,601 125,966 
. oe > ‘Cwts 117,333 121,150 
Other shell fish 1,089 1,311 12,740 10,853 | 
Vane. | 
& 
Soles a ee 938 719 | 6, 3,987 
Turbot 512 301: 4,211 2,429 
Total prime fish aaa 1,445 1,020 11,111 6,416 
595 588 14,808 11,529 ) 
Haddock 844 891 7,770 9,291 
soos | 2,500. | 
"474 "061 5 
Mackerel 1,306 847 101,824 85,447 
Sprats 9 106 
tek 317 285 3,043 2,678 
shell fi iy ingul shed, vt 3,593 3,300 ‘|| - 22,957 -24,810 
Shell fish :— 
Total value of fishlanded «17,588 12,277 || 192,779 149,529 
Note—The above figures are sub Se The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place 
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X.—Corron Returns.—JuLy, 1898. 


[Aug. 1898. 


Return of the Number of Bates of Corron Importep and Exporrep, 
ForwarDEep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RerTuRNED to 
Ports during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st July, 1898, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1897. 


Month of 


July, 


| Seven Months ended 


1898. 1897. | : 1898, 1897. 
IMPORTS. 

2 No, No. No. 
American on ate. 69,108 19,932 2,049,488 1,506,822 
1,434 3,402 17; 69,061 
East Indian... oon 12,931 18,200 86,240 82,217 
Egyptian... 12,361 8,133 232,283 334 
Miscellaneous ... 4,156 4,886 31,878 30,418 

RR 99,990 54,553 2,367,184 1,898,352 

EXports, 

American Sb Se 16,408 42,632 176,370 174,848 

Brazilian... eee ove 1,294 475 1,864 3,475 
East Indian ...  ... 6,924 7,608 18,221 

Egyptian Pee 2,238 4,482 62,178 55,336 

Miscellaneous ... 1,153 1,746 9,341 12,323 

Total eo? ene 28,017 56,943 267,974 282,230 

FoRWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 

American ow 202,924 208,621 1,644,428 1,523,695 

Brazilian... ... 1,496 4,927 13,810 40,419 

East Indian... 8,223 5,519 15,157 41,999 

Egyptian ose 18,241 18.377 178,120 172,192 

eous ... 5,921 6,769 52,291 60,993 

Total .. .. 226,805 244,213 1,903,806 1,839,298 

FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 

American oe 477 275 2,790 1,789 

aLeous ... 24 273 238 

Total... 508 299 3,063 2,067 


i} 
i 
| 
| 
| 
July. 
al 
i) 
a 
| 
i 
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XI.—PenrtopicaL RETurNs oF Imports AND Exports. 


STATEMENT of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Countrigs in the latest Month for which Rerurns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note. —Franc = 95d. ; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 9od.; 


Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9y5d.; Lew = 9,5 d. ; 


L. Egyptian = 11. 0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports. 
Value for the Month. Menthe 

Name of Country. ‘Month. 

1898. 1897. 1898. 1897. 
France June ...| ... 424,791,000 | 291,051,000 || 2,284,956,000 | 1,930,716,000 
Portugal ......| April ...| Milreis ... 4,049,000 | . 3,716,000 || 14,871,000 |. 15,943,000 
Italy ... «| June ...| Lire .., 141,433,000 | 91,812,000 || 696,176,000 | 572,267,009 
Austria-Hungary ...| June ...| Gulden ... 73,704,000 | 56,270,000 || 487,781,000 | 355,020,000 
Greece ..._—...| April ,..| Drchms. 11,642,000 | 5,670,000 || 46,605,000 | 28,592,000 
Bulgaria. .| Mar. Lew ... 8,202,000 8,427,000 15,767,000 | 18,842,000 
April ...)L.E.... 801,000 839,000 3,275,000 3,259,000 
United States ...| June ...| Dollars 51,263,000 | 85,183,000 || 325,843,000 | 452,805,000 
Mexico... Feb...) 3,713,000 2,987,000 6,307,000 6,256,000 
British India* ...| May ...| Rupees 5,04,44,264 | ,82,50,471 || 10,30,29,561 | 10,42,15,909 

II.—Exports. 
France ...| June Frs. .., 811,817,000 | 297,074,000 || 1,688,429,000 | 1,806,636,000 
Portugal... April ...| Milreis ... 2,444,090, 2,467,000 9,101,000 9,065,000 
Se June ...| Lire... 86,337,000 | 79,557,000 || 560,336,000 | 541,261,000 
Austria-Hungary June ...| Gulden ... 65,444,000 | 59,741,000 || 372,586,000 | 374,196,000 
Greece... April ...] Drehms..., 4,164,000 4,419,000 || 19,547,000 | 28,536,000 
Bulgaria... ...| Mar. ...| Lew ... 7,874,000| 8,246,000 || 14,015,000| 20,830,000 
Egypt... April ... 968,000 874,000 4,674,000 +,922,000 
United States ...| Fune ...| Dollars 94,808,000 | 73,193,000 || 620,761,000 | 489,768,000 
Mexico Feb. 9,989,000 9,628,000 || 20,465,000 | 20,123,000 
British India* May... Rupees 10,85,57,756 | 8,09,19,405 || 20,38,73,518 15,91,22,076 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns, 


Nore.—The fi 


are those of the ‘special’ imports 


the United States, Mexico, and British India, where 


t in the case of 
@ figures are 


“ ” 


“Special” means, in the case of imports, ae for home consumption in the case of exports, 
of iomestic produce and manufacture only, 
regate figures are for the financial your commencing Ist April. 


|| 
if 
} 

| 
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| XII.—Foreicn TraDE or BririsH Inp1a. 
Imports INTO British INDIA FROM FOREIGN CouNTRIES. 
q Two months, April—May. 
q += Increase. Decrease 
- 
T1.—Articles of food and drink— 
Other articles; ...... 95,07,888 69,19,758 25,87,580 
q IIT.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery 
cluding plated ware) 24,58,950 23,99,587 39,413 
Machinery and millwork ...}  60,75,724 44,15,581 16,60,143 
. 
Railway plant, and rolling. 
TV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
_ ning materials... ... 31,64,118 28,95,224 2,68,894 
q V.—Oile— 
Mineral... 69,88,896 | 56,62,473 |. 12,76,428 
‘VI.—Raw materials ond unmanu- 
factured articles ...|  36,41,068' | 36,09,238 31,830 
VIl.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton piece goods ... ... | 3,14,54,594 | 3,91,81,050 77,26,456 
Other articles ... ... | 1,42,80,643 | 1,51,86,487 9,05,844 
Total of all Imports ... | 10,42,15;900° | 10,80,29,661 | 11,86,948 


: 
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XII.—Foreicn Trade oF British InpIA—continued. 


Exports OF INDIAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BRITISH 
InpIA TO FOREIGN CoUuNTRIES. 


Two months, April—May. 


1897. 1898, 

R R R R 
I.—Animals, living .. 0... 1,75,123, 2,21,529 46,406 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice ... .. es 1,60,15,597 | 3,18,98,847 | 1,53,88,250 


8,50,925 $,95,02,727 3,86,51,802 


Tea att 24,20,890 17,99,068 6,21,822 
Other articles... 84,10,580 74,88,388 9,22,192 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 3,16,321 2, 01,773 te 1,14,548 


IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 


tanning materials— 
Opium eee ose eee 98,56,441 78,19,721 20,36,720 
Indigo... .. 21,81,881 | 28,45,076 7,13,695 
Other articles... ... as. 25,39, 227 22,94,784 2,44,443 
11,05,333 14, 23,293 3,17,960 oe 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Oilseeds 2,11,77,875 60,33,810 
Other articles... ... 4. | 1,79,76,635 1,68 44,535 11,32,100° 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured — 
Cotton yarn ... 1,01,36,193 ‘1,09,34,128 7,97,935 
Cotton piece goods ... 15,42,718 14,10,221 be 1,32,497 
Other articles... ... ... | 2,20,05,710 | 1,71,12,787 


Total of all Exports ... | 14,77,23,432 | 19,88,13,847 | 5,10,90,415 a 


Increase. Decrease. 
| 
? { 
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XXXI—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1898, have been issued from Her 
4 Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East. 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. F 

Nore.—The date against each place indicates the year to which 
reference is made in the Report. 


i No. Place. Price. 
2022 Copenhagen . Ee we] 
2026 Berlin - (Estimates—1898-99) ... 290. 
2028 | Stockholm .. ( 
2030 New Orleans .. oe (1897) 
i! 2031 Charleston .. 23d. 
2034 | Havre Jae 24d. 
2035 Cherbourg .. = 3d. 
2036. | Las Palmas .. (1896) 24d 
2037 Venice em (1896-97) lid. 
2038 | Galveston ... (1897) | 2d. 
2039 | Canary Islands (1896-97) 4d. 
2040 Berlin ve (1897) ld. 
2042 Germany (Prussian Estimates—1898-99) ooo | 2d. 
2044 Argentine Republic... » we | 
2045 Wiirtemberg ... (Finances—1897-99) ... 
2046 Diisseldorf ... (1897) 
2047 Curagoa ine | 19d. 
2048 Tripoli re | x 1d. 
2049 Samoa oo 1d. 
2051 Bordeaux 3 3 23d. 
2053 | Ancona -. (1896) ld. 
2054 Amsterdam sore (1897) oo» 1d. 
2056 | Callao 1d. 
2057 Beira... > 1d. 
2058 Rio de Janeira on Bhd. 
2059 Chungking... 14d. 
2060 Saigon bos C » 4 
2062 Stockholm CAL, 24d. 
2066 Trieste 3 ook 
2067 Batoum one one 24, 


i 
| 
4 
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No. Place. Price. 
2069 Trebizond ive 2 a 14d. 
2070 Pondicherry ... ” | 
2071 Mozambique ... (-5 
2072 Foochow oss avs J 
2074 Pernambuco ... ) Ba. 
2075 Leghorn ose be «| lads 
2078 Bilbao .| 2d. 
2079 Pakhoi C-») | 
2080 Rio Grande de Sul C-» ) é 5d. 
2086 Shashi ise Cs: 9 54d. 
2087 Ghent > ‘ 4d. 
2089 Madeira one ” ) . 1d. 
2091 Lombardy... Cy ) 
2093 Baden er 3 ‘ 
2094 Caracas C » ‘ | 


2096 | Switzerland ... (Trade and Finances—1896-97) ... | 14d. 
89 


2097 Uruguay (1897) | 
2098 Baghdad ad Basrah - ... ove 
2099 Calais é Cy») 2d, 
2100 Galatz we | 13d. 
2103 Nice . ooo | 
2104 Hamburg é 5d. 
2105 Ionian Islands... 2d. 
2108 Samshui (June 4—Dec. 31, 1897)... soe | 290. 
2111 Salonica (1896 and 1897) ___... 
2113 Sardinia és son) 
2115 Portland (U. S.A) C » | 25d. 
2117 Peru (Trade and Finances—1897) 
2118 Congo Free State (et) ooo | 1d. 
2119 Christiania... eve | Oe 
2122 | Frankfort... 3d. 
_ 2123 Swatow coe] lhe 
2126 Hankow Ci see | lds 

¢ » ) . 4d, 


2128 Resht bee 
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No. Place. Price. 
2130 Germany ox ove | 2d. 
2132 Corea ace as | 
2183 | Philippine Islands... | 
2134 Vera Cruz... axe 2d. 
2135 Warsaw Ce? ees | 8d. 
2137 Antwerp 2 oes | | 
2138 Germany ope ees | ; 1d. 
2139 Guatemala... ) eee oo | 
2140 dee Ce ow | 
2142 Fiume ome 1 > 
2143 Cadiz os oss | | 
2144 Amoy me cle? soe ose | | 
2145 | Chefoo in we | 1d. 
2146 Brindisi ies | 2hd. 
2147 Boston eee ( ” ) eee 24d. 
2150 Kiungchow ... 4 ld. 
2151 New Caledonia | 1d. 
2154 Denmark (Finances—1896-99) ... 
2155 Belgium ese (January to May, 1898)... hd. 
2156 | Shanghai... (1897) we | 
2157 Germany Sis russian Finances—1890-97) 1d. 
2158 Bavaria (Trad and Finances—1897-8) 14d. 
2159 Bulgaria (1897) oe | 3d. 
2160 Austria-Hungary Cin? 2d. 
2161 Gothenburg ... Gin ) | 
2163 Erzeroum eee sco] Ad. 
2164 | Algeria (1896-97) we | 
2165. Yokohama... (1897) ose 14d. 
2166 Angora » | obe oye | 
2169 St. Petersburg... abe | 8d. 
2170 Port Said pee | 13d. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


The following reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives 
abroad on subjects of general and commercial interest have also 
been issued and may be obtained from the above-mentioned 


sources :—- 
No. Price, 
441 | France.—Report on the Wine Trade of Algeria ad. 
442 Colombia.—Report on United States Trade Competition in 
Colombia .. 4d. 
443 Germany .—Report « on the Maritime. Interests of the German 
Empire ... ooo ove 24, 


| 
4 
i 
{ 
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MISCELLANEOUS SERIES (continued). 
No, Price. 
444 Cormany —Report on the Prussian State Railways in rt 
4 
445 Germany. tS, of Decree respecting information to 
be given by German Customs Authorities ae 4d. 
446 Germany.—Report on the Operation of the Insurance Laws 
for 1896 ... 1}d, 
447 on the “Regency: of Tunis during the French 
rotec 
448 Turkey on the Bussorah Date Season of 1897... 
449 Italy.—Suggestions for Development of British Trade eee 44, 
450 Italy.—Report on the Dairy Industry of Italy... | 
451 Canary Istands.—Report on Agriculture in Las Palmas... 
452 Germany.—Report on Agriculture in Germany 44d. 
453 Mewxico.—Report on the Manufacturing Industry in Mexico| 2d. 
454 Germany.—Report on the Coal Industry of the Rhenish 44 
Westphalian Provinces 64d. 
455 United States. —Report on the Trade between the United 
States and China ... ld. 
456 United States—Report on Immigration into the United 
States goo | 
457 China _—Report ‘of a Journey to North Ssu-ch’uan «| 
458 China.—Report on the Trade of Central and Southern China | 1s. A 
459 Africa.—Report on the Congo Independent State... eee 
460 Turkey.—Report on the Vilayet of Broussa ... 1a. 
461 Germany.—Memorandum on German Trade in the first 
quarters of 1897 and 1898 ... id. 
462 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports. and Exports : 
of Iron and Ironware” and “ Implements, Machines” in 
1896 and 1897.. 2d. 
463 | Italy.—Report on Florence, its Administrations and Institu- - 
tions... 
464 United States. —Report on the Improvement of the Entrance 
to Harbour, and the Commercial there- 
465 Russia. on the Government Spirit Monopoly | 
466 China. ona from to Shanghai over-' 
467 Sweden. > tlapest on the Trade and Industries of Great 
Britain in their relation to those of Foreign Countries...| 1d. 
468 ny.—Report on the Commercial High School at Leipzig 1d. 
469 Turkey.—Report on the Sponge Fisheries of sige North 
Africa . one 
470 Russia. —Report on the Warsaw Wool Fair of 1898 ... 44, 
471 Russia.—Report on the Beetroot ~~ ay Industry in Russia 
since its first introduction in 1800.. seo we 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. [Aug. 1898, 


XXXII—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


ANNUAL (continued). 


Colony. Year. | 


Colony. | Year. 


St. Vincent 

St. Helena 

Seychelles 

Mauritius 

Cocos-Keeling and 
Christmas Islands 

Fiji 

Ceylon ... ove 


Grenada ... Gold Coast 1896 

Hong Kong Labuan ... ” 

St, Lucia British Guiana ... 1896-97 
i 1896 


-| 1896-97 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony. 


Subject. 


Hong Kong... 
Newfoundland 
Western Pacific 
Dominica ... 
Virgin Islands 


.| Economie Agriculture. 
Forests 


Geology and Botany. 


.| Advantages to Emigrants, 
..| Sisal Industry. 
.| Bubonic Plague. 
..| Mineral Resources, 

.| Solomon Islands, 
..| Agriculture. 

-| Condition during 1897, 
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209 
210 
211 
212 
213 224 | Basuto Land ... 
215 226 | Bechuanaland 
216 Protectorate} ,, 
227 | Leeward Islands 1896 
217 228 | Bermuda... ... 1897 
219 | Lagos... bes 
Canada ose oon ose 


g 
| 


